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BIBLICAL INTERPRETATION | 3. Vawter CM 
AND THE POSITIVE SCIENCES Re VENOM, Gee. 


THE ODYSSEY OF ANOTHER SOUL | Hamilton Hess 


THE POPE’S INVITATION Vi we 
TO CHURCH UNITY incent A. Yzermans 


THE CLASSROOM TEACHER 
AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION | Rt. Rev. Msgr. Paul E. Campbell 
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Over the years The ‘Fair Share’ Plan* has 
consistently produced gratifying results 
for every type of fund-raising appeal 


The Versatility of 


The ‘Fair Share’ Plan 


and the variety of appeals to which it can be successfully applied is illustrated by the 
following list of ‘‘Fair Share’’ Plan campaigns which includes some of those completed 


thus farin 1961. 


LOCATION APPEAL SUBSCRIBED 
ILLINOIS 
Monmouth Immaculate Conception Parish—Parish $137 ,500 
Expansion 
JAMAICA, BRITISH WEST INDIES 
Kingston SS. Peter & Paul Parish—New School £45 ,250 
(First All-Jamaican fund-raising effort among Catholic Churches) 
KANSAS 
* Northeast Johnson. High School and Parish Expansion $1,605,219 
County Parishes 
MISSOURI 
St. Louis Christian Brothers College Military High School 346 ,947 
—Expansion Fund 
MINNESOTA 
Long Lake St. George Parish—New Church 91,778 
Minneapolis-St. Paul Christian Brothers Retreat House—Building 221,211 
Fund 
Diocese of Winona Diocesan Development Fund 5,825,000 
NEBRASKA 
Omaha SS. Peter & Paul Parish—Increased Income 
for Debt Reduction Weekly Income Increased to 3,232 
NEW YORK 
* Saranac Lake St. Bernard Parish—Debt Reduction 280 ,000 
OHIO 
Vandalia St. Christopher Parish—Convent and Debt 112,172 
Reduction 
TEXAS 
* Beeville St. Joseph Parish—Parish Development 114,430 
Laredo Sacred Heart Orphanage for Children— 134,778 
Building Fund 


* Previous ‘Fair Share’ Campaigns. 


CONSULTATION WITHOUT OBLIGATION 


Thomas Richard Finn and Associates 


314 EAST 51stST. KANSAS CITY 12, MISSOURI 
Telephone: PLaza 3-4155 Nights & Holidays: DElmar 3-2113 


*Trademark Registered—Canada *Reg. U.S. Pat. Off. 


MEMBER OF THE AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF 


FAIR SHARE’ 


Vv. 





FUND-RAISING COUNSEL 





THe Homitetic aNp Pastors, Review (Monthly), LXI, No. 12 (September 1961). 
Wagner, Inc., 53 Park Place, New York. Second-class mail privileges authorized at New York, N. Y., 


additional entry at Easton, Penn. Subscriptions to the U. S. $6.00 per annum. $6.25 in Canada. 








Copyright 1961 by Joseph F. 
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No. K632 Student Edition. Linen cloth, red edges, 
Re IRE occas dina aeee canneesaeencts $3.80 


No. K612 Simulated Leather. Red under gold edges, 
RR NI i er ee eee $7.60 
No. K623 Genuine Leather (as illustrated.) Gold 


DEO. BONNE, BAR. ss ccecccmncevesceees $9.20 


MY FIRST GIFT 


By Sister Mary Ambrose, O.P. 

Size: 4x6 inches — 32 Pages 

OVER 2,000,000 COPIES SOLD! 
A Mass Book written in a language the children can understand. It is a book that 
will bring joy while they offer their hearts to their Maker in return for love as seen 
in the Holy Sacrifice. Printed in extra large type in a language adapted to the little 
tots. 13 beautiful colored pictures and beautiful colored cover. Retail price 25 cents 
mmc. Fer ROMO 2 onc ccc cnccs ee are A re Ue ear Pee $20.00 


MY GIFT TO JESUS 
By Sister Mary Ambrose, O.P. 
Size: 512 x 334 inches — 96 Pages 

For children up to the time they uve the missal and for First Communicants. Pro- 
fusely illustrated with 17 pictures in colors and other pictures in black and white. 
Serves as an introduction to the Roman Missal. Large readable type and attractive 
colored cover. Retail price 35 cents each. 
ee ND anise Seok eer ew Adda bakes bees oes Bac teva gta edna acre a $28.00 


BALTIMORE CATECHISM 


Size: 412 x 534 inches — 96 Pages 
New Combined No. 1 and No. 2 edition. Revised and brought up to date including 
the change in the Communion fast. Printed in large easy to read type. Prepared 
and enjoined by the order of the Third Plenary Council of Baltimore. With word 
meanings. 
eg Der ret Se ay Se Peri a, ee Ree TS Re EES RRA $20.00 

CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE DRILLS 

Size: 51/7 x 354 inches — 32 Pages 

The short pithy answers are unexcelled for study or drills. 


I oa aa uh ola ashe ale GIR hid Ole Siw GOK Gra wa SA wa 91 oS a RSS $ .08 
ee eee te CI OO I ao aia aio wid hoe wee we ome vin oniclece Diners os $7.20 


GRAMMAR DRILLS 
Size: 6 x 31 inches — 32 Pages 
For grades Six to Ten, contains 126 drills and rules for correct syntax and punc- 
SE Cee CCT CE CCCP OCCT eT eT ee 
Pane cae eee CU OE MIE oo ihc cccecces neces scccccnesacesaces $7.20 


HOLY BIBLE onion 


With Imprimatur of His Eminence 
FRANCIS CARDINAL SPELLMAN 


Size: 52x 8 inches — 1460 Pages 


SAINT JOSEPH DAILY MISSAL 


Size: 4x63gx 1g inches — 1354 Pages 


No. K810/22 Student. Linen cioth, red edges, bookmark. Fach................. $3.00 
No. K810/01 Simulated Leather, round corners. burnished red edges, bookmark: 
Eacn Pub SROs Aa RED ERMA KATO kee AAW ee ERNE eRe RNEE owe Oh a awel eer eeekne $4.00 
No. K810/02 Simulated Leather, round corners, goid edges, goid stampi ng, book rks 
Sale oar sear er other a hocks a aa le cde Ad nd ae a nl Sec oe ee ma aca A al otele $5.60 
- 


No. K810/13 Genuine Leather (as illustrated.) Seal grain, gold edges, red and gold 
1m} 3 on ae, - Se ES, THINS ota ceencedeceaedabiernduencuseecous $6.80 


FATHER STEDMAN’S SUNDAY MISSALS 


Regular edition — Size: 314x5l inches — 352 Pages 


i ae ee, JO CO, DO... i ctncececnteeeaseuadaeebubeceseessnieees $ .53 

Dees Dees mmmemees. Rod edees. Eotedi. oo ccicccccccicvcocewcnccscwonsvcswsscces $ .71 

No. K101!2 DeLuxe Duro-Leather. Red edges, two ribbons. Each...............-. $1.32 
Larger Type Edition — Size: 31, x 5!g inches — 476 Pages 

eh ee rn, 2 Ok e. ...  ci ces ew vb ereeseviedacen ed buecineeeaeinen S$ .66 

No. K50112 DeLuxe Duro-Leather. Red edges, two ribbons. Each.............00-- $1.48 


Jb Kouse o£ HANSEN 


~ 23. NO» FRANKLIN ST., CHICAGO 6, ILL. 
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(A) The simplicity of the lines of 
Hansen’s design Roman Style Cas- 
sock is highly recommended. 
(B) The Semi-Jesuit Style Cassock 
has a convenient buttonless front, 
Roman form fitting back. 
(C) A Clerical Cloak is more 
distinctive than an overcoat when 
worn over a cassock. Tailored in 
either Gabardine or Kersey with 
velvet collar or collar of same ma- 
terial. Made with or without arm- 
slits. 
(D) The Ferraiolone is worn in 
the Pulpit and at commencement 
exercises, banquets and receptions. 
Purple for Bishops and Right Rev- 
erend Monsignori, black for Very 
Reverend Monsignori and Clergy. 
eee 
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No. A969 

All-Wool Basketweave Cloth. Light 
weight. For year round wear. 

No. A990 

All-Wool Worsted Cloth. 
weight. Wrinkle resistant. 
No. A955 
Tropical 
material. 
No. A938 
All-Wool Gabardine Cloth. Heavy 
weight. Long wearing. 

No. A558 

All-Wool French Surah cloth. 
Lightweight. Wrinkle resistant. 
No. A758 

All-Wool Imported Gabardine 
from Switzerland. Lightweight. 


Medium 


all wool lightweight 
Ideal for warm weather. 














WRITE FOR SAMPLES OF MATERIALS AND EASY SELF- 
MEASUREMENT BLANK — PRICES START AT $79.50 


Americas Finest UASSOUKS 


CUSTOM HAND-TAILORED BY THE HOUSE OF HANSEN 


Assured Quality and Distinctiveness Without Extravagance 
There is no question that a garment hand-tailored to your individual measurements 
is more comfortable and better fitting. Let your next Cassock be a HANSEN Cassock. 
Prices start at $79.50. Write for samples of material and easy self-measurement blank. 


(E) The Purple Roman Cloak is 
tailored of purple light weight ma- 
terial. Piping of gold metal cord for 
Bishops, red metal cord for Do- 
mestic Prelates. 


(F) The House Cassock has Cape 
attached and additional half sleeves. 
Trimmed with red or purple piping 
and buttons according to rank of 
Prelate. 


(G) The Choir Cassock without 
train is worn by Bishops and Mon- 
signori. Illustrated with Mozetta 
and Rochet as worn by a Bishop. 


(H) The Cappa Magna, worn bya 
Bishop, is illustrated with fur Cape 
and lace Rochet. Fur Cape available 
in Ermine or Coney. 

eeee 


No. A956 

Faille Weave Rayon Cloth. Light 
weight. Dressy and durable. 

No. A951 

Pure Silk Cloth. Light weight. Ideal 
for summer and travel. 

No. A911 

All-Wool Imported Serge Cloth 
from France. Light weight. 

No. A987 

All-Wool Imported Panama Cloth 
from Belgium. Light weight. 

No. A946 

Imported Silk-Warp Henrietta 
Cloth from Switzerland. The finest. 


Dae =F o O_O 3 8 re a LOLS 


Telephone 


FRanklin 2-8750 











READY MADE PRIEST CASSOCKS IN STOCK 


Roman or Semi-Jesuit Style Cassocks—for the Clergy and Seminarian. 


Ready Made Cassocks—expertly designed and tailored—ideal for utility wear and as an extra cassock. The extremely 


low price makes them an exceptional value. MAT 
AVAILABLE IN ROMAN OR SEMI-JESUIT STYLE yoorsang! 
' CHOICE OF TWO MATERIALS two-} 
PANAMA-VISCO-ACETATE MATERIAL 65% DACRON—35% WOOL MATERIAL fast 
Crease resistant, lightweight, durable, has the appear- Lightweight, wrinkle resistant, stain repellent. 
ance of fine woolens. Guaranteed fast dye. Unlined. Body half lined—-Sleeves completely lined Full pocket 
Bottom trimmed with brushbraid Fast d 


tele Comnothh....<ocesssccs $25.00 iu 


Semi-Jesuit Cassock is additional. Roman or Semi-Jesuit Style 
No. 4B/16 Snap-on Sash. Each $4.50 or No. 4B/17_ Tie-on Sash. $3.25 
16 SIZES LISTED IN SEMI-JESUIT OR ROMAN STYLE 


(either material.) 





When ordering please specify style and number desired. 











Back Chest Collar Sleeve 

No. Meas. Meas. Size Length 
L338 50 10. 30 in. 15 in. 32 in. 
5564) 56 in. 40 in. 151 in. 32 in. 
B5642 56 in. 42 in. 16 in. 32 in. 
B5644 56 in. $4 in. 16! in. 32 in. 
35838 58 in. 38 in. 15 in. 321 in. 
B5840 58 in. 40 in. 1519 in. 3214 in. 
B5S42 58 in. 42 in. 16 in. 3215 in. 
35844 58 in. i4 in. 16! 2 in. 3215 in. 
B5446 58 in. 46 in. 17! in. 3215 in. 
BCO38 60 in. 38 in. 15 in. 3315 in. 
B6D40 60 in. 40 in. 15! in. 3315 in. 
Bo6042 60 in. 42 in. 16 in. 33!5 in. 
BOO44 60 in. 44 in. 16! > in. 33/1, in. 
BG6046 60 in. iG in. 17 in. 3315 in. v 
BG6240 62 in iO in 16 in. 34 in. 
BG6242 G62 in #2 in. 1614 in. 34 in. Com 





STYLING: Roman Button Front with hand sewn black 





COLLAR HEIGHT: For both Semi-Jesuit or Roman Style, 
14%" with a 1” opening. 

CUFFS: Standard size on sleeves 

HEM: Two inches at bottom. 


No. 4B Semi-Jesuit Style 
Ready Made Cassock 


No. 4B Roman Style 
Ready Made Cassock 
$25.00 - $39.75 $25.00 - $39.75 








READY TO WEAR ALL WOOL CLERICAL SUITS 


No. 5A700 All Wool Tropical, medium weight, excellent wearing quality, ready to 
wear tailored black Clerical Suits (Coat and Trousers) ................ $52.50 
Ns i668 ine eae ahha eWhERA aR eee SDee shoes > uaseud $19.50 pair 
Measurements required for ready to wear Clerical Suits: 

WAIST, CHEST, HEIGHT 

INSEAM LENGTH OF SLEEVE 

INSEAM LENGTH OF TROUSERS 

BACK LENGTH OF YOUR PRESENT SUIT COAT 
Available in seventeen sizes which assures a good fitting suit for the average man. 
We do not make alterations on our ready made Clerical Suits. If the Suit is not satis- 
factory, you may return it within ten days without obligation. 

READY TO WEAR ALL WOOL BLACK CLERICAL TOPCOATS 


No. 5A701 Topcoats are made of a good quality all wool black medium weight, rich 
appearing, Gabardine with zip-out all wool lining....................... $75.00 





Available in all regular sizes. Measurements required for ready to wear Clerical 

Topcoats: WAIST, CHEST, HEIGHT INSEAM LENGTH OF SLEEVE 

We do not make alterations on our ready made Clerical Topcoats. If for any reason 
No. 5A700 the Topcoat is not satisfactory, you may return it within ten days without obligation. 

HAND TAILORED BLACK CLERICAL SUITS AND TOPCOATS 

For years we have been headquarters for custom made, hand tailored black Clerical Suits, Topcoats and 

Overcoats, to individual measurements. We use only the finest quality, all wool fabrics. A complete set 

of samples and easy self-measurement form will be sent upon request. 


Ye HANSEN HF D. B. HANSEN & SONS 


23 NO. FRANKLIN ST., CHICAGO 6, ILL. —— Telephone FRanklin 2-8750 
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Altar Boys \WMPLETE OUTFITS 
' 
AMERICAN MADE IN OUR OWN CHICAGO STUDIO 
MATERIAL — HANSEN'S Cassocks DESIGN AND FIT—HANSEN'S Cas- INSPECTION—Every cassock is care 


are made of extra strong serviceable socks are expertly tailored. The fully inspected before the HANSEN 

rics, vat-dyed (guaranteed form-fit Rc back drapes nicely label is sewn in, carrying with it 

we sored EXTRA FULL. and the fitted sleeves hang grace cour positive money-back guarantee. 
fully and naturally. 


THREE Distinctive Styles: No. B12 Zipper Front—B10 Button Front—B11 Guttentons Belt-on. 





P7-60 








3 





No. B12 zIP- ON Roman Back he im- No. B10 BUTTON FRONT Roman Eack, No. Bll BUTTONLESS BELT-ON has 
proved quick action locking zipper patented ivory-hard removable buttons hook-and-eye collar and belt front. 
front that will not pull “off. 


PRICES FOR ALTAR BOY CASSOCKS 
5% Discount on 12 to 23 Cassocks — 
10% on 24 or more 
Choice of black, red, white, purple or green Cassocks 


Write for our 
Canpiare wore 





Cassock Poplin Poplin Poplin Correct 
Age Down Back Button-on Belt-on Zipper Length of 
Cassock Measurement No. B10, Ea. No. B11, Ea. No. B12, Ea. Surplice 
8 Yrs. 40 in. $8.00 $8.00 $8.50 18 in. 
9 Yrs. 42 in. 8.50 8.50 9.00 20 in. 
10 Yrs 44 in. 9.00 9.00 9.50 20 in. 
11 Yrs 46 in. 9.25 9.25 9.75 20 in. 
12 Yrs 48 in. 9.75 9.75 10.25 22 in. 
> Fee. 50 in. 10.75 10.75 bio 22 in. 
14 Yrs. 52 in. 11.00 11.00 11.50 22 in. 
15 Yrs. 54 in. 11.50 11.50 12.00 24 in. 
16 Yrs. 56 in. 12.00 12.00 12.50 24 in 
17 Yrs 58 in 12.50 12.50 13.00 24 in 
18 Yrs. 60 in 13.25 13.25 13.75 26 in 
19 Yrs. 62 in 14.00 14.00 14.59 26 in 
For Cassocks larger than standard sizes shown above please write for price 


Please specify STYLE * COLOR « SIZE when ordering 


ALTAR BOY ACCESSORIES 











A No. B152 Sashes—Poplin, yellow fringe, each............... $1.50 
No. B142 Capes—Poplin, yellow fringe, each................ $1.60 

No. B66 Ties—Buster Brown (Windsor) Black, white, red, gold. 
SE eas ha, oer ake eer One i cat ry ee $4.50 

-_ No. B63 Acolyte Collars—Nowiltex. Size 11 to 15—in ! 2? sizes only, 

C ON Oe rr nee ee ee $7.00 
Skull Caps—Poplin, self lined. Specify color. Each Sra ecieahch aa erates $ .90 
B No. B60. Altar Boy Surplice. Light weight cotton material. Sanforized. 
Made extra full. Length 18 to 24 inch. Each................. $3.25 
No. B61. (vot illustrated) Same as No. BGO but with lace. Made extra 
ane.. Ba: TE GS BO WHORES 6 vce ce cece ceca e en sacwaes $4.25 
C No. B71. Altar Boy Surplice. Fine wearing Marquisette with lace. Made 
extra full. Lengeh 18 co 24 imck. Each... ... ....cccccccneces $4.50 
No. B70. (vot illustrated) Same as No. B71 but without lace. Length 
Sir lie NII eo. Sa cate be nscacdie min res did overdo ee a $3.50 
D No. B100. Altar Boy Surplice. Embroidered lace floral design. Extra 
es: ee I IDS 6 src sios a 66 68d 0d mame ES a aE $8.75 


E No. B62. Rubrical Altar Boy Surplice. Sanforized. Rubrical banding 
in all church colors, made extra full. Specify color banding desired 
when ordering. Length 18 to 24 inch. Each................ $5.75 

Size 26 in. 50¢ additional, except No. B100 $1.00 additional. 


he Kouse of. HANSEN & D. B. HANSEN & SONS 





23 NO. FRANKLIN ST., CHICAGO 6, ILL. Telephone FRanklin 2.8750 








CComMUNICATIONS FROM Our Reapers 





Experiment in Decency 


EDITOR: 

Many months ago I reeall reading 
your Roma Locuta department in 
which you decried such foreign film im- 
ports as And God Created Woman. 
Reviewing the latest of these, La Vérité, 
Bosley Crowther writes in the New 
York Times of June 27, 1961: “By 
comparison And God Created Woman 
is a fable for children in school.” At 
least one HPR editorial has seorched 
the purveyors of celluloid filth and their 
fact, the 
sentence above from the Crowther re- 


salacious advertising. In 
view Is now used as come-on bait in the 
newspaper ads. 

Few men in history have prodded the 
consciences of men, | need hardly re- 
mind HPR readers, as have St. Franeis 
of Assisi. 
Joyful Beggar, a novel by 


A new movie (based on The 
Louis de 
Wohl, and so with some fictitious char- 
acters and events) has won the highest 
praise from His Holiness. The entire 
east spent a month, for example, in the 
town of Assisi, and one of the female 
principals became a Catholic as a di- 
rect result of her participation in this 
film. 

One of the staunchest admirers of 
HPR 
our usually filthy film fare—I should 
like to see this journal for priests on 


editorials—especially those on 


record for Francis of Assisi. 
IMPRESSED 
San Francisco, ¢ ‘alifornia 


Migrants in Your Parish 
EDITOR: 


As an “Anglo” who is fond of Mexico 
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and of the Mexican people, I am grate- 
ful for Father Soto’s article, “Migrants 
in Your Parish.” It is the first thing 
of its kind I have read which shows a 
real understanding of the Mexican atti- 
tude toward religion. It is true, of 
course, as Father Soto points out, that 
failure to comply with Chureh law—as 
in matters of Mass 
But, at the same time, we shall 


attendance—is 
wrong. 
never make the migrants understand 
the need for Sunday Mass attendance if 
we are scornful toward their unaffeeted 
and very real devotion, and their ways 
of expressing it. 
A lack of 


people’s thinking has been a great ob- 


understanding of the 


stucle to the priests who work among 
Mexieans, migrant and otherwise. — | 
recall onee hearing a priest remark on 
what he believed to be a lack of devo- 
tion on the part of his Mexican parish- 
ioners, beeause they came to Mass but 
Another 
Mexican 


did not reeeive Communion. 


priest, more familiar with 
ways, pointed out to him that this was 
not lack of devotion at all, but a Jan- 
senist awe of the sacraments and a con- 
viction that they were not good enough 
to go to Communion often. Certainly 
this thinking is wrong, but the priest 
who does not understand it ean never 
correct it. 

As Father Soto says, standardization 
of culture is not necessarily good. We 
are prone to take it for granted that no- 
body’s culture is quite so good as our 
own, in spite of the fact that our Latin 
Ameriean neighbors had eathedrals and 
universities when our own country was 
And the effeets of this 
culture are evident in the 


still uneivilized. 
Catholie 




















VIVVU 


ANNOUNCING WITH PRIDE 


the 
ST. JOHN’S LIFE OF CHRIST 
{ SOUND FILM STRIP SERIES 


by the 
PRODUCERS AND PUBLISHERS 
of 


THE ST. JOHN'S CATECHISM 


A LIVING PRESENTATION OF TILE 
WORD OF GOD 
combining 
The famous works of art 
from the Brooklyn Museum 
painted in the Holy Land 
by 
JAMES J. TISSOT 
with 
a rendering of The SACRED SCRIPTURES 
by 


A cast of outstanding actors 


The entire Life of Christ consists of 12 units. Each unit contains a filmstrip 
of 90 frames of art work in Eastman Color; a 20 minute dramatization 
recorded on a 12”, 33!/3 RPM unbreakable RCA record; and a complete 
lesson plan for more effective teaching, 


For information write: : 
J Brian Press 


St. John’s University 230 Broad Street 
Jamaica 32, N. Y. Bloomfield, N. J. 
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Outstanding Vessels for the 
Holy Sacrifice 


— direct from the European producer — 

We deliver - duty free - to any parish or 

religious institution in the United States. 

Payment can easily be made on our 
New York account. 








Tabernacle 
with pelican design, 
173/, x193/,153/, in., 
the design being in 
enamel and attached 
tothedoors.24corun- 
dums are fastened to 
the gold-plated front 
side as symbols for 
blood drops. The 
shrine stands on 4 . : 
halfball rock crystals. Complete with interior lining 
(exterior curtain not included) and steel construction 
$ 945.— 






Ostensorium 

20*/, in. high, 24 pearls in gold- 
plated shells are set around the 
aperture and the surrounding 
rays. One piece oval stem, ham- 
mered and mounted with symbo- 
lic fish designs are completely 
goldplated and polished § 280.— 





Luna holder 


77/4 in. high, dull burnished finish, chi- 
seled work on the front and back side 

brass-lacquered $ 33.25 
brass, gold-plated, polished % 45.50 


Chalice 


6%/, in. high, heavy, modern form. 
Dull exterior finish, polished in- 
terior. Last Supper design in fine 
enamel work on the base 

all silver $ 297.50 





sah ccmellguilell Miclm@ellaryel-lelle] mal-h mae iellele p 
You'll receive it in five days. 


J. G. SCHREIBMAYR - CHURCH GOODS 
Martin-Greif-Str. 5, Munich 15, Germany 


* We also design for your special needs. 
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thinking and the customs of the people, 
even when they are uneducated, even 
when they know relatively little about 
their religion. 

While it is of vital importance that 
we show an interest in these migrants 
and an attitude of Christian charity 
toward them, attempts to “integrate” 
them into parish cireles can be danger- 
ous if such attempts are predicated on 
the notion that they should accept our 
ways in everything—for the simple 
reason that, in some respects, their ways 
are better. The Mexican children, for 
example, are taught greater respect for 
their parents and toward authority— 
and the Mexiean juveniles who come to 
this country and beeome delinquents 
are generally those whose families have 
succumbed to our exaggerated ideas of 
“freedom” for the young. Mexican 
girls and women are, almost without 
exception, modest in their dress—in 
marked contrast to our own. Families 
are close; there is a strong feeling of 
solidarity. (1 am well aware that some 
of the men who come here as migrants, 
leaving wives and children in Mexico, 
do not return, but is this not due to the 
influence of an alien civilization rather 
than to their own?) And from a great 
many uneducated Mexican laborers we 
could, to our advantage, take lessons in 
courtesy ! 

I think it will be a great mistake for 
us to foster, In any way, the breakdown 
of those Mexican customs that are good, 
simply because we do not regard them 
as “American,” 1e., Anglo-Saxon. As 
Father Soto says, there is already a 
trend toward secularization among the 
migrants—a disorganization and con- 
fusion—and a certain number of them 
convert to Protestantism. We can com- 
bat this by showing interest and con- 
eern, but we should combine this inter- 
est and coneern with acceptance, and 
even admiration, of those customs and 














for 

the 

Priest 

who 

wants 

the Best... 

















romey CLERIC-COLLAR 


Shirtfronts 
and Rabats 


There is a specific model for every popular 
collar style and size — You get exact fit — 


materials and workmanship are high grade 
— You get a handsome product — 


the collar bands are guaranteed not to wilt 
from perspiration — You will always look 
trim in a Toomey front — 


— 


Rs Je TOOMEY COMPANY 





FEATURING THE NEW 
CLOSED COLLAR BACK MODELS 
No. 95 CSFDX PLAIN FRONT, ARM STRAPS, 
ADJUSTABLE WAISTBAND 
No. 105 CCSF PLEATED FRONT, ADJUST- 
ABLE WAISTBAND 
REQUIRES NO BACK COLLAR BUTTON! 
PROVIDES NEATER, TRIMMER LOOK. 





BUY THEM FROM YOUR TOOMEY DEALER (Religious 
Supply Houses) THROUGHOUT UNITED STATES & CANADA 5 


4 
4 
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ways of thinking that are alien to this 
country, but which are actually more 
Catholic than our own. 

Devotions that have a particular ap- 
peal to Mexican Catholies could easily 
be started in parishes where there are 
migrants—devotions, for example, to 
Our Lady of Guadalupe—with great 
benefit to the entire parish as well as 
to the Mexican transients. The late 
Holy Father designated Our Lady of 
Guadalupe as “Empress of America,” 
not just of Mexico. If the cause of the 
Mexican migrants were to draw us 
closer to the Virgin of Guadalupe, they 
might be doing more for us than we 
ean ever do for them. 


IX. Myers 
Houston, Texas 


and continued ... 
EpitTor: 

Father Soto’s article in the June is- 
sue, “Migrants in Your Parish,” is a 
healthful warning from a_ sociologist 
that we must stop indulging the smug 
satisfaction of viewing our ‘“‘Anglo- 
middle-class religion” as the only pure 
and true type of Catholicism. 

Frequently enough the  Spanish- 
speaking migrant’s less sacramental 
piety is closer to true Catholic com- 
munalism. Instead of “ecommunalism” 
it might be better to say “Catholie com- 
munion” as did the early Fathers, ree- 
ognizing that Christ ean be approached 
and received in the neighbor as well as 
in His sacrament, a fact that we seem 
to forget more easily than do our 
Spanish-speaking brothers. 
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physical hardship. 
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Priests, secular, cum permissu superiorum, 
for parish work in Korea. Must be young, 


willing to sacrifice, willing to endure 


Most Rev. John A. Choi 
Bishop of Pusan, Korea 
22 Channing St., N.W. 

Washington |, D. C. 














aig I 


ee Rae 


XVMS339%IS Vli03) 1-\ 





’ PAT CREEL LAL Le 


As perfect a symbol 
as a candle can be!... 


Guaranteed Rubrical 


BEESWAX 
CANDLES © 
by 


Kmkay Beeswax Candles represent the 
ultimate in candle purity and quality. 
Made from carefully selected waxes, each 
Emkay Beeswax Mass Candle is crafted to 
be uniform in beauty, smoothness, color 
and burning quality ... Jn short, to be as 
perfect a symbol, as a candle can be! 





Kmkay Beeswax Candles are available in 


2%00! VIVINDVANN XN 


plain or fitted ends-in the 100° Beeswax 
grade (Immaculata), 679% grade (Ritual) 
and in 51% Beeswax (Cerita). All are leg- 
ibly stamped for your protection. 


MUENCH-KREUZER 
Candle Co., Inc., 
Syracuse 1, N.Y. 

TEL. GR 1-6147 


NEW YORK CHICAGO BOSTON 
225 5th Ave., Room 639 4001 N. Ravenswood Ave. 73 Park Drive 
NEW ORLEANS LOS ANGELES 
6140 Gen. Diaz St. 745 E. Pico Blvd. 


Purveyors to the Vatican by Appointment 


Candles, a Symbol of Christ 





MAIL FOR 
COMPLETE 
DETAILS 





| é i 
| MvuENCH-KREUZER CANDLE Co., INe. | 
| Dept. P-961, Syracuse 1, N. ¥. | 
| Please send catalog with details on Emkay’s complete | 
: line of Church candles and accessories. 
| ( Have representative call. | 
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Protect your church 
against fire with 
Grinnell Sprinklers 


Every day there are at least 10 fires in 
churches in this country! More than half 
of these blazes result in total destruction. 


Grinnell Sprinklers can save your 
church from disaster by fire! 


Statistics prove it! Since 1897, 84.6% of 
fires that broke out in sprinklered churches 
were immediately extinguished. In the 
remaining 15.6%, sprinklers kept flames 
from spreading until firemen arrived. 

Grinnell Sprinkler Systems are prefabri- 
cated, whenever possible — then quickly 
installed by expert crews with little or no 
inconvenience to churchgoers. Grinnell 
Sprinklers can save insurance dollars, too. 
This helps pay installation costs! 

Learn how Grinnell Sprinklers can pro- 
tect your church. Write Grinnell Company, 
Providence |, R. I. Contracting Offices in 
Principal Cities. 


GRINNELL 


AUTOMATIC SPRINKLER 
FIRE PROTECTION 
SINCE 1878 
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Father Soto suggests that the mi- 
grant’s communal, Spanish-toned re- 
ligion is not here just to learn from our 
so-efficient, institutionalized urban par- 
ishes. It has much to give us. Has 
God put these people in our midst to 
remind us of the essential nature of 
Christian love? 

In the light of these observations | 
should like to suggest a reemphasis of 
the concept of the priest as mediator. 
In our individualistic tradition we have 
come to define the priest’s role as that 
of mediating only between the isolated 
soul and its God. Is it not also true, 
however, that he is commissioned to 
mediate between community and com- 
munity—bringing into one communion 
“Anglos” and Spanish-speaking, Ne- 
groes and Whites, migrants and non- 
migrants? 

Who are the peacemakers of the be- 
atitude, only those who make peace be- 
tween the individual soul and its Crea- 
tor? Is not he the true peacemaker, 
the true priest—the true mediator— 
whose constant concern it is to bring 
together all suspicious and antagonis- 
tie groups in his parish, patiently eall- 
ing them together in two’s and three’s in 
Christ’s name so that He “will be there 
in the midst of them’’? 

Pau. HILspate, S.J. 
Fresno, California 


On “Roman Catholic” 
As Protestant Invention 
EDITOR: 

Father Rumble’s really onee-and-for- 
all treatment of the “Roman Catholic” 
tag in June’s HPR was clear and con- 
vineing all the way through, and some- 
thing we have long needed a reminder 
about. 

I have noticed for years how care- 
fully the secular press burdens the news 





This inspiring, full length 91 minute 
motion picture is now available in 16mm 
black and white with sequences of 

THE VATICAN, THE POPE, AND ROME 
IN MAGNIFICENT COLOR. 





Embezzied Heaven has received a 
SPECIAL ACCOLADE from the Legion 
of Decency “... inspirational in theme, 
artistically produced, outstanding in 
entertainment value... recommended to the 
patronage of Catholic people of all ages.” 


‘ 


‘,..a@ wonderful, heartwarming movie.” 
“In every possible way we should spread 
word of this film...” 

William H. Mooring 


“Embezzled Heaven (a de Rochemont re- 
lease) is a really good film. It possesses 
all the qualities that make for a true work 
of cinematic art.” “Embezzled Heaven is 
an occasion for cheering.” 


John Fitzgerald, Our Sunday Visitor 





This splendid film is especially recom- 
mended for Schools and Churches as well 
as for Fund Raising Groups. 








Send For Free Catalog Describing Rental Rates 
and Complete Details About Embezzled Heaven. 


LOUIS de ROCHEMONT Associates 
Film Library 


267 West 25 St., New York 1, N. Y., ORegon 5-7220 
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rRo™ TIFFIN 


ALTARS 





CONFESSIONALS 





QUALITY SINCE 1874 


A complete line of church furniture 
— bound to appeal — built to endure. 
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Man ufacluring Co. 


77 MELMORE STREET TIFFIN, OHIO 
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with “Roman Catholie Archdiocese” cr 
“Arehbishop of the R.C. 
of . . .,” when we all know how much 
the press hates to waste space. On the 
contrary, all such exactitude of inten- 


Diocese 


tions and usage goes when it pertains 
to the Episcopalians. There 
Anglican Archbishop of Canterbury in 
the N.Y. Times yesterday, and even one 


was no 


of our young laybrothers noted how the 
Times dropped the “Pope” from the 
Gregory who sent Augustine to the See 
centuries ago. 

It might be helpful to add here, in 
Father 
ticle, that a lot of this RC usage stems 


connection with tumble’s ar- 
from Fowler’s Modern English Usage 
and from Margaret Nicholson’s A Dic- 
tionary of American-English Usage, a 
Signet paperback edition in use by stu- 
dents of journalism and based on Fow- 
ler. On p. 77 of this latter book we read 
under “Catholic”: 


Catholic means universal: in eeel. 


use, the Chureh universal, ie., the 
whole body of Christians. Neither 
the desire for brevity (as in the 


Catholic countries) nor the instinet 
of courtesy (as in JT am not forgetting 
that you are a Catholic) should in- 
duce one who is not Roman Catholie 
to omit the Roman. 

The next item in Nicholson is: “ea- 
tholhie(al)ly. Both forms are rare, and 
consequently no differentiation has been 


established; a catholicly & a catholi- 


cally minded person may mean either 


one of wide sympathies, ete., or one in- 
clined to (Roman) Catholicism.” 

A lot of clever thought and legerde- 
main is in evidenee here, especially in 
the cover of the which 

“Nore than 5000 word en- 
indispensable information on how 
to: Use the Right Word in the Right 
Way. 


“Contains the faets vou need to know 


view of book 
promises: 


tries 


and on the baek eover: 














CATHOLIC SCHOOLS 


No firm has more experience in raising funds for Catholic Schools . . . 


No firm raises more money, at lower cost, in less time. . . 


And no firm gets anywhere near the amount of lay cooperation that is a hallmark 


of Lawson Associates Campaigns. 


Is this the year to meet your school needs? 


If it is, this is the time to start planning, by calling today. 


LAWSON ASSOCIATES... 


Home Office: 


53 North Park Avenue, Rockville Centre, New York, Rockville Centre 6-8000 


Branches: 
3545 Lindell Boulevard 24 North Wabash Avenue 
St. Louis, Missouri Chicago 2, Illinois 
Jefferson 5-6022 Financial 6-4504 
430 West Monroe Street 2015 J Street 
Jacksonville 2, Florida Sacramento 14, California 
Elgin 3-3226 Hickory 6-5759 


101 Jones Building 
Seattle, Washington 
Mutual 2-3691 


624-736 Granville Street 
Vancouver, B. C. 
Mutual 4-2618 
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about: word origins, histories, 
meanings, ...” 

So it does seem to me a practical and 
apostolic thing might be to try to reach 
these editors who have such authority 
and influence to see that consciously or 
unconsciously they are not only being 
incorrect in their meaning of words, but 
that they factually push a determined 
and biased misuse of the term Roman 
in a sectarian endeavor. Some might be 
responsive and grateful; but it seems to 
me too cleverly contrived for it to be 
innocent. 

KUGENE Firzpatrick, C.P. 
Passionist Monastery 
West Springfield, Massachusetts 


Army Chaplain Complains 


EDITOR: 
Our military chaplains, and especially 


Army chaplains, will appreciate Father 




















Invest through our 


MISSION CONTRACT 
(Annuity) 


A good way of aiding charity 
and receiving a reasonable 


INTEREST FOR LIFE 


HH for details, write 





THE HOMILETIC AND PASTORAL REVIEW 


Murray’s (Ch [Lt. Col.] USAR) letter 
in the April issue of HPR. Father 
Murray reemphasized the great need for 
Catholic chaplains in the service and 
especially in the Army. 

Father Murray seems to presuppose 
that the good bishops and _ religious 
superiors will release for the military 


‘apostolate those subjects who manifest 


sufficiently the desire for such work. 
My own observation has shown this to 
be generally true. 

However, I do believe that it is a 
litule strong to ask whether “our young 
priests are reluctant to make sacrifices 
involved in offering their services. .. .” 
I think it is too severe to state, “Some 
day, some one or many of our younger 
priests will have to pay for this negleet 
of souls.” 

Father Murray tells us that “it ap- 
pears that there are times when our 





HP 











REV. FATHER RALPH, Nat’! Dir. 


S.V.D. CATHOLIC UNIVERSITIES 


316 N. Michigan Ave. 


Chicago 1, Ill. 
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ONE OF THE MANY RENOVATIONS we completed in 1955 is this marble and 
gilded wood Baldachino. With marble Communion Rail, Pulpit and Wain- 
scoting throughout the Sanctuary, it was designed and executed by Doig- 
Bernardini artists and craftsmen for the 23-year old Holy Trinity Church, Passaic, 


N. J. under the direction of the Pastor, Rev. Henry M. Veith. 


OUR STAFF IS AT YOUR 


Bernardini Studios DISPOSAL WITHOUT 


OBLIGATION. FOR 


WOilli am Doig & Son a — 


eo 230 WEST 13th STREET 
NEW YORK 11, N. Y. 


ORegon 5-2244 
PIETRASANTA, ITALY 
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FURNITURE 


For 75 YEARS 





Adeave 
Choir Stalls 
Confessionals 


Pews 


Pulpits Railings 
Sanctuary Furniture 
Sacristy Furniture 
Etc. 


Our Department of Planning and 


Designing is at the command of 


you and your architect to cooper- 
ate and be of every possible serv- 
ice in securing of suitable furni- 
ture which will be complimentary 
to your church interior and a 
lasting memorial to your wise 
selection. 


The Josephinum 
Church Furniture Co. 


Main Office and Studio: 
360 Merritt St., Columbus, Ohio 
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young priests, for reasons unknown to 
the military authorities, are reluctant to 
offer their apostolic services to a very 
fruitful apostolate.” 

Before criticizing 
marily, let us consider what may be 
some of the reasons for their not rushing 


them too sum- 


to the service. 

First of all, a great many priests in 
civilian life may calculate that they 
have the spiritual care of as many, or 
more, souls in their civilian work as 
they would have in the service. This 
is a reason very easily overlooked. 

Besides this, there are a few nuisances 
in the service that give them pause. In 
the civilian world the priest is respecced 
and looked up to as an elder in the 
Why should he Gf he re- 


speets the priesthood) be eager to be 


community. 


classified among the Junior Officers? 
it could be primarily because he re- 
speets the priesthood that he does not 
join, 

To a priest, the prospect of having 
his priesthood placed under the author- 
itv of a higher ranking Protestant min- 
ister holds little appeal. 

In civilian life the efficiency of a 
priest is judged by his ordinary or by 
a delegate of his ordinary. This is 
In the Army, 
however, the priest’s efficiency is Judged 


necessary and expected. 


a higher ranking Protestant 
Needless to 
say, religious prejudice, jealousy and 


often by 
minister or by a layman. 
ignorance of priestly responsibilities 
could lead to unfavorable efficiency re- 
ports with consequent release from serv- 
ice or deprivation of promotion. 

The Army’s allotments and benefits 
to dependent wives and children are 


naturally attractive to non-Catholic 
clergyman, an attraction that does not 


exist for a priest. So naturally a higher 


(Continued on page 1174) 








What’s 
the 
Score? 


for your school 
safety 
program! 


It is easy to find out! Just watch for the forthcoming issue of CATHOLIC 
3UILDING AND MAINTENANCE, for in it is contained a comprehensive four 
page article outlining the major areas of school hazards and general 
hints on how to combat them. In addition, a two-page safety check 
list is given in brief form with points allotted to each item so that you can 
check your school and find out its safety rating. This article is authored 
by a well-known safety expert, Francis Brannigan, author of the 
NCWC’s newsletter, The Burning Question and pioneer in the field of 
fire safety. You should not miss this valuable article. 


In addition to school safety, other topics discussed in. the special 


school issue of CBM will be: 


e Four new high school building proj- 
ects. described and illustrated — in 
full, including one technical high 
school. 

e Four new elementary schools de- 
scribed in full. 

e Temperature Control Heating 
and Cooling by James Losi, Profes- 
sional Engineer 

e Standardized Housekeeping for the 
School by Mohe Solworth, Indus- 
trial Sanitation Counselors. 

e Just Push the Button —-an analysis 
of vending operations. 

e@ School Lunch Purchasing by Jose- 
phine Maggiore, School Lunch 
Director 

e An 8-page pictorial roundup of 
Audio-\ isual Equipment 

e Special School Lunch Menu Plan- 
ning Section by Brother Hlerman EF. 
Zaccarelli, nT 
and many other valuable features 





For an up-to-date look at loday’s Catholic schools 


Read: CaTHOLic BUILDING AND MAINTENANCE 
A Joseph F. Wagner, Inc. publication 
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“well take the chapel” 


Statements like this are made every day throughout the United States 
and Canada...the result of the highly effective CCS Memorial Gifts Program. 
Memorial giving is an integral part of the CCS fund raising plan 
and offers spiritual stimulation, a physical share in the building 
program and substantial financial support. 


Just one part of “The CCS Way”... Unquestionably the Finest in Fund Raising. 


Community Counselling Service, Inc. 


Catholic Fund Raising and Public Relations 
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San Francisco, Calif., 2107 Van Ness Ave 
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International Headquarters: Empire State 
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Contending Forces in the Soul. ... . 
Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 


If we could look beyond the burial of our 
bodies and take comfort in the eventual union 
of our souls with God, then we would surely 
Lright take arrange the burial, 
and for all, of whatever would corrupt 
our souls tr this life ° 
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Wisdom 
Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost 
The world, relying exclusively on itself, has 


not the wisdom to profit by its own mistakes. 
Accepting the trusting faith of a child in an- 


other human, tt mocks man’s trust in divine 
OSSULTANCES, 
My Own Stewardship............ 1161 


Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost 


Where 


my stewardship? 


and mercy come into 
The best steward in this life 
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does justice 
his own per- 
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HoMILIES ON THE LITURGY OF THE SUNDAYS AND FEASTS 


By Charles W. Paris, St. Patrick’s Church, 140 East Pomfret Street, Carlisle, Pennsylvania 
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Twenty-second Sunday after Pentecost 
Tvo often do we see spiritual rights violated 
in such a way as lo de prive the re alm of God 
of the security and freedom it should have. 
Consider the concerted efforts of very small 
groups—sometimes even of an individual—to 
our governmental and educational 
policies. Our nation’s traditional customs of 
bible reading, daily public prayer, Christmas 
observances, reference to or invocation of the 
Deity in courts and legislative halls, basic 
Christian moral education—all these are op- 
posed and, sad to say, in many cases opposed 
successfully, so that the right of God to be 
acknowledged at least is denied. 


Proper Sense of Values.......... 
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Feast of Christ the King 
Hlow does the Christian in the twentieth 
ecntury recognize the desires of his Monarch? 
Most obviously, through the voice of His 
Kingdom here on this earth, the Church which 
He founded: through the directives and ad- 
moniltons of those whom He 
designates as His plenipotentiaries—the Pope 
and his fellow bishops in communion with 
him. The fidelity of a subject to the supreme 
Kingship of Christ can and must be meas- 
yardshick only: submission to 
of her teachings. 


am bassadors 


ured by One 


lhe Church and acceptance 





Sullivan, R.S.C.J., Ph.D. 


subject, “St. 


volume Companion to Scripture Studies. 


endorsement of their work. 





We take great pride in announcing x. 


At the Second International Catholic Biblical Congress to be held at the Pontifical 
Biblical Institute in Rome, September 25-30, two of the featured speakers will be 
Rt. Rev. Msgr. John E. Steinmueller, 8.T.D., S.S.L., V.F., and Mother Kathryn 


At the request of His Holiness, Pope John XXIII, the Congress will commemo- 
rate the nineteenth centenary of St. Paul’s arrival in the Eternal City. 
with the theme suggested by His Holiness, Msgr. Steinmueller will speak on the 
Paul and Pastoral Theology”; 


Congress on St. Paul and the Knowledge of God in Co. 1, 9-10.” 


| 
It is the special pride of this firm that both Americans, here so signally honored, 
are co-authors of our Catholic Biblical Encyclopedia (Old and New Testament). | 


In addition to this monumental work, Msgr. Steinmueller is also author of the three- 


Introduction to Scripture Studies) will be published in the months immediately ahead. 


We congratulate both Msgr. Steinmueller and Mother Sullivan on this unique 


Josepu F. Wacner, INnc., 53 Park Place, New York 7, New York 
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Mother Sullivan will address the 
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Be 
How to SPARK Interest 
Se 


Interest, a famous British catechist 
once commented, is the secret of 
learning; and freshness the secret 
that sparks interest. To “plug in” the 
freshest of teaching aids for helping 
young people understand and live 
their faith, arrange for the Confrater- 
nity MESSENGERS to be part of your 
religious instruction classes every 
week of the new school year. 


Designed for boys and girls in grades 
2-9 who do not attend a Catholic 
school, the MESSENGERS are appeal- 
ingly different. Their once-a-week 
arrival assures a timeliness and fresh- 
ness which sparks the enthusiasm 
and interest of youthful students. 








And don’t forget one of the “sparkiest” members of the MES- 
SENGER family—TREASURE CHEST! During the 1961-62 
school year, this picture-story biweekly presents two extra- 
important, ten-part series: This Godless Communism and The 
‘Little’ Things. The latter will show boys and girls how they 
can practice their faith in everyday activities. If you are organ- 
izing or teaching CCD classes this year, order the Confraternity 
MESSENGERS and TREASURE CHEST today. Write to: 
Geo. A. Pflaum, Publisher, Inc., 


38 West Fifth Street, Dayton 2, Ohio 
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Biblical Interpretation 


and the Positive Sciences 


Tn AUTHOR is confident that no 
He lays 
claim to no competency whatever in the 
positive sciences. He imagines, rather, 
that he is in the situation of most of his 
theoretical scientific 


one will misconstrue his title. 


readers, whose 
knowledge is largely second-hand, yet 
who are profoundly aware of the trans- 
formation effected by the sciences in 
both our material and intellectual world 
and who recognize the validity of the 
scientific method and the claim it im- 
poses on our intellectual assent. The 
author writes as a Christian who accepts 
the Bible as the inspired word of God 
in the traditional sense of this expres- 
sion, that is, as a word which must be by 
its very nature free of the communica- 
He intends, there- 
fore, to review the principles by which 


tion of any error. 


such a believing Christian today must 
interpret the Bible, both as a man of 
faith and as a willing child of the scien- 
tific age in which he lives. 

In this sixth deeade of the twentieth 
century it would seem hardly necessary 
to insist on the possibility and the need 
of such an integrated view, which is de- 
manded alike by faith and by intellee- 
tual honesty. Still, the past alternatives 


By BRUCE VAWTER, C.M. 


to it continue to be various—scepticism 
and agnosticism on the one hand, funda- 
mentalism on the other, the Modernist 
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acceptance of a dichotomy between man 
the believer and man the critic, and the 
attitude, which is in practice the same, 
of avoiding conflict only by remaining 
carefully ignorant of any of the diffi- 
culties that ean confront a complacent 
faith. None of these alternatives is per- 
missible to anyone who believes that the 
God of revelation and the God of nature 
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are one, who believes that the Creator 
has given man a mind that he may know 
the truth, and who prizes integrity no 
less than the gifts of grace. 


1. THE GALILEO BLUNDER 


On March 5, 1616, in reaction to the 
work of Galileo Galilei in advancing and 
popularizing the Copernican view of our 
universe as a solar system, the Sacred 
Congregation of the Index proscribed 
Copernicus’ work “donee corrigatur”’: 
that is, it could be proposed as an ab- 
stract exercise In mathematics, but not 
as a fact. Essentially as part of the 
same process, on June 22, 1633, Galileo 
himself was formally condemned as 
having professed heresy in defending 
Copernicanism, and his own book was 
absolutely proscribed in which, it was 
held (and quite correctly, for that mat- 
ter) he had given only token assent to 
the decree of 1616, proposing the solar 
system as a faet now proved. In such 
terms as these was the Copernican and 
Galilean position evaluated by the Sa- 
cred Congregation of the Inquisition 
(now known as the Holy Office) in its 
decree of 1633: 


The proposition that the sun is the 
center of the world and does not move 
from its place is absurd and _ false 
philosophieally, and formally hereti- 
cal because it is expressly contrary to 
Holy Scripture. 

The proposition that the earth is 
not the center of the world and im- 
movable, but that it moves and also 
has a diurnal motion, is equally ab- 
surd and false philosophically, and 
theologically considered is at least er- 
roneous in faith. 


In the light of history, no one today 
would regard the decision of the Roman 
consultors in 1633 as anything short of 
a colossal blunder. It was a blunder 
that has remained to haunt us ever 
after. We have been wont to protest, 
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correctly but vainly, that the action was 
peculiar to the times, that the Protes- 
tant Reformers had anathematized Co- 
pernicus and the Copernicans in terms 
far more sweeping and vilifying than 
those adopted by Rome. The re- 
formers, however, had no ecclesiastical 
machinery at hand to ensure immor- 
tality to their mistakes. It remains 
that the Roman Church, for perhaps the 
one time in its history—for happily 
there is nothing else quite comparable 
to the Galileo incident in that long his- 
torv—adopted a fundamentalist atti- 
tude to the Seripture to assist in the sup- 
pression of an investigation of natural 
phenomena, and thereby acquired a 
reputation for obscurantism that we 
even now have to live down. 

The faet itself is deplorable enough, 
without considering the enlargements it 
has acquired in the popular imagination. 
A mass-produced book designed to teach 
astronomy to the multitudes has this to 
say of the Galileo story: 


Galileo insisted on discussing tlre 
sunspots and the motionof the planets 
as though they were faets. As a re- 
sult, three weeks after publication of 
his “Letters on the Solar Spots,” he 
was faced with the wrath of the 
Chureh. From that moment, he was 
hounded, and years later he was 
brought to trial and convicted of 
“false ideas.” He was prevented from 
publ’shing his theories, and was put 
under house arrest, and eventually 
died, lonely and blind.! 


Oppressors 
or Bewildered Victims? 


This statement is composed of about 
equal parts of truth and verifiable error, 
rather a higher degree of the latter than 
one likes to find in a plea for scientific 
liberty. The most salient fact has been 


' Alexander Marshack, The World in Space 
(New York, 1958), p. 156. 
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entirely missed: that Galileo as a de- 
vout and convineed Catholie deliber- 
ately provoked the issue that resulted in 
the decree of 1633. He was convinced 
that Copernicanism did not conflict 
with any truth of faith, and he wanted 
a reversal of the contemporary disci- 
pline that had adopted the opposite 
view. He wanted the Church to remove 
an obstacle wrongfully and needlessly 
»laced in the way of the faith of an edu- 
eated man. In this he was wise and far- 
seeing where his judges were less wise 
and quite shortsighted; yet the point 
must be made that the Galileo incident 
Was not a war between two _ hostile 
camps, but a dispute among Catholics 
agreed on common principles from 
which they drew divergent conclusions. 
Giorgio di Santillana has written with 
considerable truth: “It has become a 
set piece in history to present Pope 
Urban VIII and his counselors as the 
higotted oppressors of science. It would 
he possibly more accurate to say that 
they were the first bewildered victims of 


the scientifie age.” 


New man’s Comment 


It is paradoxical that while the Inqui- 
sition which condemned Galileo had as 
its chief concern and motive to avoid 
scandal to the faith, it should have com- 
pounded one of the few really enduring 
scandals that ean be raised against the 
Chureh today by thinking men. As 
Cardinal John Henry Newman wrote in 
the last century: 


Truth is truth; it may break upon 
the world only slowly, and no one 
may be in fault in holding errors in- 
stead of it. But if it is known and 
ean be known, it is the worst policy 
surely to hold to the error merely be- 
eruse we are not challenged and 
shamed unto abandoning it... If I 


= The Crime of Galileo (Chicago, 1955), p. Z. 


find that seientifie inquiries are run- 
ning counter against certain theologi- 
cal opinions, it is not expedient to 
refuse to examine whether those opin- 
ions are well founded, merely because 
those inquiries have not reached their 
issue or attained a triumphant suc- 
cess. The history of Galileo is the 
proof of it. Are we not at a disad- 
vantage as regards that history? and 
why? Why, except because our theo- 
logians, instead of cautiously examin- 
ing what Seripture, that is the Written 
Word of God, really said, thought it 
better to put down with a high hand 
the astronomical views which were 
opposed to its popular interpretation? 
The contrary course was pursued in 
our own day; but what is not against 
the faith now, was not against the 
faith three centuries ago; yet Galileo 
was forced to pronounce his opinion 
a heresy The Father Commis- 
sary said, it was a seandal to the 
whole of Italy; that is, I suppose, an 
offence, a shock, a perplexity. This 
might be, but there was a class, whose 
claims to consideration are too little 
regarded now, and were passed over 
then. I mean the edueated class; to 
them the prohibition would be a real 
scandal in the true meaning of the 
word, an occasion of their falling. 
Men who have sharpened their intel- 
leets by exercise and study anticipate 
the conelusions of the many by some 
centuries. If the tone of public opin- 
ion in 1822 called for a withdrawal of 
the prohibition of Trent of the earth’s 
motion, the condition of the able and 
edueated ealled for it in Galileo’s age; 
and it is as clear to me that their 
spiritual state ought to be consulted 
for, as it is difficult to say why in fact 
it so often is not.® 


2. BIBLICAL INTERPRETATION 
IN THE 17TH CENTURY 


We are apt to read today only with 
an air of bewilderment the fundamen- 
talist biblical interpretation used by the 


*From an unpublished MS of 1861. See 
Jank Sevnaeve, W. F., Cardinal Newman's 
Doctrine on Holy Scripture (Louvain, 1953), 
pp. 67*-68*. 
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Roman consultors to reject Galileo’s 
opinions as heretical. The famous sun- 
stopping episode of Jos. 10, 12-14 of 
course comes into the matter, but the 
text is not really featured. Galileo had 
already cannily pointed out that not 
even in the prevailing Ptolemaic theory 
of the universe could this passage be 
taken at face value,* since according to 
it Joshua would have had to stop not 
the sun, but the Aristotelian primum 
mobile—the interpretation, incidentally, 
that was even then being offered by 
Cornelius 4 Lapide in his contemporary 
commentary on the book of Joshua.’ 
Rather, the case against Galileo was 
made to rest on such texts as Eeel. 1,4: 
“(Creneratio praeterit, et generatio ad- 
venit; terra autem in aeternum stat.” 
To the reader of the Bible today it is 
obvious that this verse is not concerned 
at all with the motion of the earth, but 
with its relative permanency. Why was 
this not equally obvious in the seven- 
teenth century? It seems almost as 
though Copernicanism was to be con- 
demned not literal- 
minded men who could not reconcile it 


reluctantly, by 


with hard biblical sayings, but eagerly, 
by men who could eall a scriptural diffi- 
culty into being if none was ready to 
hand. 


Cosmography 
Not Part of Inspired Teaching 


Even if this and the other texts al- 
leged, however, had asserted in so many 
words the immobility of the earth, 
means of dealing with them were cer- 
tainly not unknown to the exegetes of 
the seventeenth century. It is just as 

*Cf. The Crime of Galileo, p. 41. 

’Commentarius in Sacram Scripturam, II, 
p. 54f. (edition published in Malta in 1843). 
Cornelius interprets the passage as an Aris- 
totelian who saw no reason to question its 
literal possibility. He notes its poetic char- 
acter and that the moon was brought in for 
poetic balance. 
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easy—and quite as impossible—to prove 
from the Bible that the earth is flat, as 
to prove that it does not move. The 
Hebrew cosmography presupposed in 
the Old Testament—and in the New 
Testament as well, though the allusions 
to it there are rare—was ofan earth con- 
ceived as a great flat disk resting on 
foundations which were sunk into a vast 
primordial sea, covered with an inverted 
hollow bowl of shiny metal which was 
the sky, the “firmament.” Fixed on the 
underside of the firmament were the two 
great lights, the sun and the moon, and 
Above the 


firmament were “the waters above the 


the lesser lights, the stars. 


earth” mentioned in the book of Gene- 
sis, the source of the rain which fell 
through sluices in the firmament. 
Lakes, rivers, and seas were formed 
when the primordial sea pressed through 
openings in the earth which lay upon 
its surface. Allusions to one as to 
detail of this 
appear indifferently throughout the 
Bible; the detail of the immobility of 
the earth or of the movement of the 


another cosmography 


sun is not unduly stressed above the 
others. The exegetes of the seventeenth 
century certainly knew that this cos- 
mography taken as a whole, however 
much it lay in the background of the 
biblical authors’ minds, was not in- 
eluded in the inspired teaching of Holy 
Scripture. Why, then, should any of its 
parts have been? 

The biblical 


little like the Ptolemaic universe as it 


cosmography was as 
was the Copernican. The sphericity of 
the earth, for example, was a fact known 
centuries before the time of Columbus. 
It is mentioned casually, as axiomatic, 
in the Summa theologica of St. Thomas, 
and it is supposed on virtually every 
page of Dante’s Divina Comedia. 
What, then, was to be done with Psalm 
18 (Vulgate 17), 16, when it refers to 





BIBLICAL INTERPRETATION AND 


the “foundations of the earth’? What 
was to be done with Job 26, 11, when it 
speaks of the “pillars”? on which the 
firmament rests, and with Job 37, 18, 
which describes the “firmament of the 
heavens, hard as a brazen mirror”? 
The biblical exegetes who were Gali- 
leo’s contemporaries experienced no dif- 
ficulties with such texts, which they 
knew simply could not be accepted at 
face value as seriptural truth. The 
foundations of the earth to which the 
Psalmist refers, wrote St. Robert Bell- 
armine, were simply the lower parts of 
the earth deseribed as laid bare by the 
sea.” “It is true that there are no pillars 
holding up the heavens,” acknowledged 
Balthasar Cordier (1592-1650): Job 
26,11 is merely making a comparison.? 
As for Job 37,18: “The skies have been 
made so bright and clear that they al- 
most look like a mirror of shiny brass.’’* 
The same kind of interpretation was be- 
ing given in the commentaries of 
Joannes de Pineda, S.J. (1558-1637) : 
Job 26,11 uses poetic license, and as for 
Job 37,18, “In Latin we would say: the 
sky looks like something cast from 


bronze.’’? 


Bellarmine’s Part 


St. Robert Bellarmine played a large 
part in the action of 1616 which placed 
Copernicus’ work on the Index. In his 
expression of opinion on the matter he, 
too, leans heavily on the strange inter- 
pretation of Eeel. 1,4 that found a doe- 
trine of the earth’s immobility in the 


Scripture, but he also adds: 


"Explanatio in Psalmos, 1, p. 96 (Vives 
edition, Paris, 1856, as a supplement to the 
commentaries of Cornelius A Lapide). 

“Commentary on Job in the same Vivés 
edition, p. 525. 

“Tbid., p. 702. 

*“Commentaria in librum Job (written be- 
tween 1597-1601), II, pp. 217, 548 (edition 
published in Naples in 1860). 
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If there were a proof that the sun is 
the centre of the universe, that the 
earth is in the third heaven, and that 
the sun does not go round the earth 
but the earth round the sun, then we 
should have to proceed with great cir- 
cumspection in explaining passages of 
Seripture which appear to teach the 
contrary, and rather admit that we 
did not understand them than declare 
an opinion to be false which is proved 
to be true.!” 

It is true, he almost spoils the effect 
when he adds, “But as for myself, I 
shall not believe that there are such 
proofs until they are shown to me’’—if 
only because, despite his many compe- 
tenees, neither his age nor his training 
specially qualified him to judge concern- 
ing the proofs that had been deemed 
sufficient by Galleo and Kepler. But 
it is only an effect that is nearly spoilt, 
not the principle. The principle itself is 
an admirable one, and it is not that of a 
fundamentalist. 


Academicism, 
the Real Culprit 


All in all, when we survey the inter- 
pretations that leading exegetes of the 
seventeenth century were prepared to 
give various biblical passages, we see 
that their canons of exegesis were in 
principle our own, and that fundamen- 
talism was quite as foreign to their 
thinking as it is to ours. The funda- 
mentalist exegesis that was pressed into 
service to condemn Galileo was, in other 
words, purely adventitious to the issue. 
It could have been dropped at any time, 
and it certainly was not the real motive 
of the condemnation. It is hard to dis- 
agree with Santillana, that it was the 
academie conservatism of the dominant 
Aristotelianism more than anything re- 
ligious that decided Galileo’s fate. 
Academicism then spoke with a religious 


" Letter to Fosearini, cited in The Crime 
of Galileo, p. 998. 
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voice, for this was the seventeenth cen- 
tury and not yet the twentieth, but it 
was academicism for all that, not re- 
ligion.'! The tragedy is that in a so- 
ciety in which Chureh and University 
could still speak with one voice, Gali- 
leo’s opponents chose to take what 
seemed the easy way out, to suppress in 
the name of religion what they should 
have argued out as mathematicians. 


3. MODERN BIBLICAL 
INTERPRETATION AND SCIENCE 


The seventeenth century, therefore, 
presents only an apparent aberration. 
Traditionally, Catholie exegesis of the 
Scripture has avoided fundamentalist 
obscurantism in dealing with matters 
scientific. Our modern biblical inter- 
pretation is no different in principle 
from what Catholie interpretation has 
ever been through the centuries. Par- 
ticular interpretations change, it is true, 
and are even now changing, but the 
grounds on which these particular in- 
terpretations are arrived at are the 
same. The fundamental assumption 
was never better stated than by St. Au- 
gustine in the fourth century: 


As for matters which are obscure and 
of which we have little experience, if 
we discover in the divine writings var- 
ious things that are susceptible of dif- 
ferent interpretations, each of whieh 
can be accepted without detriment to 


"Cf. The Crime of Galileo, p. 35: “Cos- 
mology is, and is expected to remain, a con- 
jectural science, for it ought to be safe to Sav 
that we shall never know anything final about 
the universe as a whole and that, in fact, as 
Galileo thought, the range of acknowledged 
ignorance will grow with the advance of sci- 
ence. Comte wanted to forbid such spec- 
ulations no longer than a century ago. Sup- 
posing now that the ruling section of public 
opinion decided that such speculations are in 
some essential way dangerous for social stabil- 
itv, it is easy to see what would follow. In an 
unmetaphysical society like ours the universe 
is a matter of small concern, and economic 
orthodoxy has replaced the religious, but the 
response to an alert in that field is just as 
prompt or even more so.” 
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our faith, we should not hasten pre- 
cipitously to embrace any one of 
them, lest we be confounded when a 
more sober examination of the truth 
has thrown it out of court... Often 
it happens that a non-Christian has 
certain knowledge, through reason or 
experience, concerning the earth, the 
heavens, the other elements of the 
world, the motion and course or the 
magnitude and distances of the stars, 
of the certain phases of the sun and 
moon, the cycle of the years and sea- 
sons, the nature of animals, plants, 
stones, and such like. It is evil and 
pernicious and a great fault to be 
avoided, that an infidel should hear a 
Christian speaking foolishly of such 
things as though they were taught by 
Sacred Scripture, with the result that, 
us he sees the Christian to be entirely 
wrong, he ean hardly withhold his 
laughter. The evil is not simply that 
a foolish man is being laughed at, but 
that outsiders should believe that the 
sacred authors taught such things, 
with the result that they should be 
despised and rejected, to the great 
harm of those for whose salvation we 
are responsible. For when they de- 
tect a Christian to be in woeful error 
about those things which they know 
very well, and to have foisted off his 
ignorant opinion on our sacred books, 
how will they be expected to believe 
those books when they speak of the 
resurrection of the dead, the hope of 
eternal life, and the kingdom of 
heaven, if they consider them to have 
written falsely of the other things 
which they have by experience or 
other certain knowledge?!” 

Principle of 

Negative Guidance 

St. Augustine’s counsel is for the 
exegete and the theologian to stick to 
their lasts, not to presume knowledge 
which is not under their control, and to 
allow their interpretation of the Serip- 
ture to be guided by certain scientific 
fact, on the considered principle that 
truth is one, the biblical along with the 


"De Genest ad litteram, 1, 18f. (Migne: 
Patrologia Latina, 34, p. 260f.). 
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experimental. This principle of nega- 
tive guidance which was flagrantly dis- 
regarded in the case of Galileo bids us 
take our science from the scientists and 
accommodate our interpretations to 
their certain conclusions. In obedience 
to this principle, a modern exegete will 
not interpret scriptural passages that 
appear to teach the direct and instan- 
taneous creation of man in such a way 
as to rule out the hypothesis of biologi- 
eal evolution: 


For older exegetes, even those of 
hardly a century ago, it would have 
been rash to abandon the obvious and 
natural sense of these texts, for there 
Was no serious argument against. it. 
Today the situation is not quite the 
sume. The teaching of evolutionism, 
even though serentifically it remains 
a hypothesis, .. . has demonstrated, 
if not the fact, at least the possibility 
of the formation of the human body 
by means of an organic animal sub- 
stance. This possibility authorizes 
the exegete to re-examine his texts to 
discover whether or not they exclude 
evolutionism. If ever this hypothesis 
should become, as regards its applica- 
tion to the human body, a scien- 
tifically proved opinion, then cer- 
tainly a way must be found to com- 
bine it with Saered Scripture, for 
natural truth and divine revelation 
cannot contradict each other." 


Modern interpretation of the Bible, 
moreover, is not limited in its principles 
to simply a holding operation, receding 
from traditional positions only when 
foreed to do so by scientifie proof. It 
is able to adopt an eminently positive 
attitude in the faee of the legitimate 
demands of science. This attitude, 
again, is no departure from, but rather 


an extension and clarification of, prin- 


ciples long held. This attitude revolves 
around two poles: a deepened under- 


standing of the nature of, inspiration 


\. Bea, S. J., 77 problema antropologico in 
Gen. 1-2: tl trasformismo (Rome, 1950), p. 55f, 


and the development of the notion of the 
literary forms. 

Nature of Inspiration 

(1) Ever since the earliest develop- 
ment of theology, but especially in the 
work of St. Thomas Aquinas who gave 
it a new clarity, the distinction between 
revelation and inspiration has been seen 
to be of the utmost importance in the 
interpretation of the Bible. Revelation 
is a communication of knowledge from 
God, whether this knowledge is of some- 
thing capable of being known by un- 
:ided reason or is a supernatural mys- 
tery; the essential of revelation is that 
it be a communication of the divine 
mind. Now this is quite different from 
inspiration, with which we are con- 
cerned when we speak of the Bible as 
the word of God. The Bible contains 
revelation, of course, but the Bible as 
such is not revelation, but a work of in- 
spiration. Inspiration is essentially the 
communication of a human writer acting 
under a divine impulse of which he may 
or may not have been conscious, and 
probably usually was not. 

To the extent that the human writer 
has been impelled by inspiration to com- 
municate divine truth, of course, the dis- 
tinction between inspiration and revela- 
tion will vanish. But this is far from 
being the only or even the major pur- 
pose of inspiration. In the first place, 
the source of the inspired writer’s mate- 
rial is normally not the divine mind, 
but his own experience and reflection, 
or the experience and_ reflection of 
others. He writes his book in a per- 
feetly normal fashion, no different from 
the process by which any other book is 
written, even as St. Luke tells us how 
he composed his Gospel (1,1—4), or the 
author of 2 Maceabees explains that his 
work ‘is the condensation of a much 
longer history, now lost, written by 
someone else (2 Me. 2, 23). 
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Even though the sacred writer has 
gained his information in a_ purely 
natural way, to the extent that he in- 
tends to communicate truth, inspiration 
guarantees the infallibility of his judg- 
ments, for in this communication he acts 
as the instrument of the Holy Spirit. 


Nevertheless inerrancy is not the pur- 
pose nor the sole consequence of in- 
spiration. It would be so if God had 
eaused the sacred books to be written 
only to teach truth, which is not the 
case... An author does not neces- 
sarily write to “teach” the mind of 
his reader; he may rather wish to 
reach his heart, to rouse him, to com- 
fort him, to charm him; and even 
when he wishes to convey knowledge 
to his intelligence, he can use varied 
means to present his teaching in an 
aecessible and pleasant form [for ex- 
sunple, edifying fiction]. The sacred 
writers did not proceed otherwise, as 
the least familiarity with the Bible 
will easily convince the reader. The 
divine charism whieh guided them 
has endowed their work with perfee- 
tions which answer these varied ends, 
holiness, beauty, charm, persuasive 
force, among which truth certainly 
holds a choice place, but not a unique 
one, nor even is it always present. 
He could not allow the presence of a 
formal erroneous teaching, but neither 
did He bring it about that the formal 
teaching of some truth should always 
be included. Inerrancy is guaranteed 
by inspiration when truth is at stake, 
but inerrancy is not always ineluded, 
because truth is not always at stake." 


The intention of the inspired writer, 
therefore, the judgment that he passed 
on his material, is thus the all-important 
consideration in determining the sense 
in which his statements are to be taken, 
and the sense that the Holy Spirit has 
inspired. What this implies with regard 
to the 


“seientifie’” statements of the 


Pierre Benoit, O.P., “Inspiration,” in 
Robert-Tricot, Guide to the Bible, rev. ed.., 
1960, vol. 1 p. 41 (translation by Arbez- 
MeGuire of Jnitiation Biblique, 1954). 
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sacred writer, hardly needs to be pointed 
out. The writers of both the Old and 
the New Testaments were, by our stand- 
ards, both chronologically and by choice 
pre-scientifie and — non-speculative. 
The biblieal 


above was obviously based on the most 


cosmography  deseribed 
superficial and uninstructed observa- 
tion and was intended as nothing more 
than a  deseription of 
When the biblical writers employ this 


appearances. 


cosmography, the only one they had, in 
their references to natural phenomena, 
they intend to say no more and no less 
than we do when we speak of “sunrise” 
It has 
not been their intention to teach natural 


and “sunset” and “moonlight.” 


science any more than it has been ours 
to affirm that the sun really sets or that 
the moon actually produces light of its 
own. Our intentions in using these ex- 
In the 
same way, the divine Author of the 


pressions are quite otherwise. 


Scripture has inspired no scientific judg- 
ments of the sacred writers, for none 
were present to be inspired. 


Principle of Literary Forms 


(2) Hand in hand with this better un- 
derstanding of the role of inspiration 
and inerraney is the principle of the 
literary forms. By literary forms we 
mean merely the conventional ways of 
expressing oneself that are current in a 
given age and society. Easy examples 
are the use of “dear” in the salutation 
of a letter, where it may mean every- 
thing or nothing at all; sareasm, when 
our meaning is precisely the opposite of 
What we actually say; poetic license, 
where we expect exaggeration and 
flights of fancy. Since it is quite plain 
that all human speech makes use of 
these conventions, it should be evident 
enough that the principle of literary 
forms in biblical interpretation is not 
only now being recognized for the first 
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BIBLICAL INTERPRETATION AND 


time. What is true, however, is that 
the tremendous enlargement of our 
knowledge of the ancient world, effected 
during the past three quarters of a cen- 
tury through archeology and the re- 
covery of long-forgotten languages and 
literatures, has impressed on us anew 
the importance of the literary forms by 
revealing how like were the Hebrews to 
those of the rest of the ancient world, 
and, by the same token, how frequently 
unlike were theirs to ours. 

Thus the relevance of the literary 
forms Was specially stressed by the late 
Pope Pius XII in his encyclical letter 
Divino afflante Spiritu of 1943: 


There is no one indeed but knows 
that the supreme rule of interpreta- 
tion is to discover and define what the 
writer intended to express . . . 
What is the literal sense of a passage 
is not always as obvious in the 
speeches and writings of the ancient 
authors of the East as it is in the 
works and writers of our own time. 
For what they wished to express is 
not to be determined by the rules of 
grammar and philology alone, nor 
solely by the context. The interpre- 
ter must, as it were, go back wholly 
in spirit to those remote centuries of 
the East and, with the aid of history, 
archeology, ethnology, and other sci- 
ences, accurately determine the so- 
called literary forms which the au- 
thors of that ancient period were 
likely to use and in fact did use.’ 


A good example comes quickly to 
mind by which to show how the recog- 
nition of literary forms—altogether dif- 
ferent from the ones we employ—has 
affected the interpretation of the Bible 
in a matter touching on science. The 
how is it treated in 
the Bible, and how do we treat it today? 


age of the world: 
Speaking to the members of the Pon- 
tifical Academy of Sciences on Novem- 


ber 22, 1951, Pope Pius XII referred 


“NCWC English edition, par. 34f. 


THE POSITIVE SCIENCES 


With approval to the work of Sir Ed- 
mund Whittaker, a member of the 
Academy, in his contention that a proof 
might be possible in the future for the 
beginning of the universe in time, some 
ten to a hundred billion years ago. In 
this the Pope saw the possibility of a 
scientific confirmation of the revealed 
How the age of the 
carth’s crust has been estimated he 
suinmarized in this fashion: “Quite ap- 


truth of creation. 


proximative dates can be gathered from 
the transmutation of an isotope of 
uranium 238 in an isotope of lead 
(RaG), of uranium 235 in actinium 
(AcD), and of an isotope of thorium 
232 in thorium D (ThD). The mass of 
helium which is thereby formed serves 
as the means of caleulation, from which 
it results that the median age of the 
most ancient minerals is at the most five 
billion years.”?° 


Matter of Chronology 


Thus far the Pope, who was certainly 
no fundamentalist in his approach to 
the biblical story of creation. The au- 
thor of Genesis, who knew even less 
about an isotope than does the present 
writer, could not possibly have had the 
vaguest idea of how long ago the world 
began. This, however, did not prevent 
him from giving a meticulously detailed 
chronology beginning with creation, 
from which the Anglican Archbishop 
James Ussher in the middle of the 
seventeenth century was able to work 
out not only the year of creation, which 
he discovered to be 4004 B.c., but also 
the month, the day of the month, and 
of the week. Ussher’s chronology is still 
found in the footnotes or headings of 
some editions of the Bible, serving no 
purpose other than the confusion of the 
trusting reader. It was made possible, 


at & 2 Acta Apostolicae Sedis 44 (1952), pp. 
31-43. 
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of course, only through the error of 
reading the dates in Genesis as though 
they were those of the Cambridge Mod- 
ern History, whereas they are the prod- 
uct of the oriental mind of an author 
who substituted for a history that he 
did not know, and had no possible way 
of knowing, a symbolism that he knew 
very well. There are many points of 
contact, and not a few identities, be- 
tween this chronology and the one de- 
vised by the chroniclers of Babylonia, 
who had been at this thing long before 
Genesis was written. Thus our present- 
day knowledge of literary forms con- 
temporary with Genesis allows us to 
conclude that it contains no historical 
chronology, and was never intended to 
contain one. And thus, with Pius XII, 
we may cheerfully contemplate the pos- 
sibility of a creation five, or ten, or a 
hundred billion years ago. 


4, CONCLUSIONS 


Presumably it will have been noticed 
that these remarks on modern bibical 
interpretation and the positive sciences 
have been at pains mainly to point out 
how little the Bible has to do with 
science, for or against. Such has, in- 
deed, been the intention throughout. 
St. Augustine first said it, and Galileo 
echoed it wistfully: the Bible was writ- 
ten to teach us how to go to heaven, not 
how the heavens go. As it is the 
product of a pre-scientifiec age, by its 
very nature it ean have very little con- 
tact with the positive sciences. 

The Bible, it is true, is the vehicle of 
divine revelation, and as such it can 
impinge upon our scientifie thinking. 
Certain areas of knowledge fall within 
the province of both revelation and the 
positive sciences, though under different 
aspects. Two such areas that may be 
mentioned are the theory of the evo- 
lution of the human body from lower 
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animal life and the theory of poly- 
genism, or the plurality of the human 
species, both of which are considered by 
Pope Pius XII in his encyclical letter 


Humanit Generis of 1950 


Evolutionism 


The reserves that the pope expressed 
there with regard to evolutionism are 
a far ery from the Scopes trial, which 
arose from the attempt to suppress the 
teaching of evolution on fundamentalist 
erounds. That the biblical authors de- 
scribe creation as an immediate act of 
(Giod is no proof that it was such; the 
biblical authors had no reason to de- 
scribe it other than in this natural and 
easily understandable way, and it can- 
not be shown that they intended to 
make a point of the immediacy of crea- 
tion. Rather, the Pope pointed out that 
the question is more complex than it 
may appear to enthusiastic amateurs on 
either side of the discussion; that it still 
needs much sober attention from both 
scientists and theologians, and that it 
would be premature for the Church at 
this time to pronounce favorably on 
evolutionism. In particular, the im- 
mediacy of the creation of the human 
soul is a divinely revealed truth that 
must be safeguarded in any evolution- 
ary theory that is to be acceptable. 
That he regarded the ideas of evolution 
as compatible with Catholie doctrine, 
however, was evidenced by his proposing 
it as a matter of free discussion, as well 
as by his distinction of this question 
from that of polygenism, which he re- 


jected." 
Polygenism 
Of polygenism he stated: 


The faithful cannot embrace that 
opinion which maintains either that 


"Cf. Humanit Generis, NCWC English edi- 


tion, par. 35f. 
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after Adam there existed on this earth 
true men who did not take their origin 
through natural generation from him 
as from the first parent of all, or that 
Adam represents a certain number 
of first parents. Now it is in no way 
apparent how such an opinion can be 
reconciled with what the sources of 
revealed truth and the documents of 
the teaching authority of the Chureh 
propose with regard to original sin, 
which proceeds from a sin actually 
committed by an individual Adam 
and which through generation is 
passed on to all and is in everyone 
as his own.!§ 

Again it is noteworthy that this op- 
position to polygenism was not based 
on the popular descriptions of human 
prehistory found in the book of Genesis, 
but on the dogma of original sin which 
appears to presuppose a single human 
race. Thus he rejected polygenism on 
no fundamentalist grounds, but on the 
grounds of the consistency of Christian 
doctrine. While monogenism is not a 
dogma of the Chureh (it was proposed 
for definition at the Council of the Vati- 
ean by southern American bishops as 
part of the war of ideas against racism, 
but was never defined), it would seem 
to be part of the Church’s ordinary 
teaching. 

Neither would this doctrine appear 
to offer any serious problem to the 
In the first 
place, the scientific criteria by which 
various kinds of men are distinguished 


Catholic scientist today. 


do not argue down monogenism as it is 
understood in Christian theology. As 
the great Huxley wrote. 


The granting of the Polygenist 
premises does not, in the slightest de- 
gree, necessitate the conclusion. 
Admit that Negroes and Australians, 
Negritos and Mongols, are distinet 
species, or distinct genera, if you will, 
and you may yet with perfect con- 
sistency be the strictest of Monoge- 


" Tbid., par. 37. 


nists and even believe that in Adam 
and Eve are the primeval parents of 
all mankind.!9 


And in the second place, many sci- 
entists today will concede that their 
polygenism is more apparent than real, 
and that there is an increasing tendency 
to unify rather than to diversify the 
human species: 


Many theories have been held during 
the past century regarding the classi- 
fication of man . The excitement 
over each fresh find of fossil man led 
to the creation of many genera and 
species which, in the light of sub- 
sequent work, appears to have been 
unjustified ... Recently the trend has 
gone in the opposite direction and an 
effort has been made towards sim- 
plification. Many anthropologists 
nowadays would like to see all Hom- 
inids, extinct and recent (excluding 
the Australopithecines), classified in 
the single genus Homo. The time 
may well come, then, when the Pith- 
ecanthropus group will be called 
Homo erectus or some such name, and 
that Homo sapiens will include not 
only ‘modern’ forms, but also Homo 
neanderthalensis, Homo rhodesinsis 
and many other types that at present 
have distinet specifie rank.?° 


Science-Bible Integration 


There would seem to be grounds for 
the utmost optimism, that the scientific 
and biblical intergration necessary to 
the educated Christian of the twentieth 
century is today as realizable as yester- 
day it might have appeared hopeless. 
On the one hand, the man of religion 
is no longer faced by a truculent and 
arrogant man of science clothed in a 
self-sufficient assumption of all worth- 
while knowledge, but by a scientist even 
painfully aware of his limitations and 
of moral responsibility. As for the 


“Thomas Huxley, Lectures and Lay Ser- 
mons (New York, 1871), p. 95. 

® Sonia Cole, The Prehistory of East Africa 
(London, 1954), p. 73f. 
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other side of it, perhaps in no better 
way can it be shown how the spirit of 
1616 and of 1633 breathes no more 
than in the following words of Pope 
Pius XII in an address of September 7, 
1952, to the Universal Congress of As- 
tronomers assembled in Rome. After 
reviewing what astronomy has revealed 
of the staggering distances now rec- 
ognized in the universe, and of the bil- 
lions of suns and solar systems greater 
than our own, the Pope concluded: 


The magnitude assumed by our cos- 
mie conception, which has _legiti- 
mately dethroned the ancient geo- 
centric and anthropocentric idea, 
which has diminished our planet to 
the dimensions of a grain of astral 


dust and reduced man to an atom 
on this dust, banishing both of them 
to a corner of the universe, holds no 
obstacle—as some have maintained, 
treating of the mystery of the In- 
carnation—either for the love or for 
the omnipotence of Him who, as pure 
spirit, possesses an infinite superiority 
over matter, whatever may be its cos- 
mic dimensions in space, time, mass, 
and energy May the modern 
conception of astronomical science, 
which was the ideal of so many great 
men of the past—Copernicus, Galileo, 
Kepler, Newton—be fruitful with 
even more marvelous progress in mod- 
ern astrophysics.”! 








* Cf. Acta Apostolicae Sedis 44 (1952), pp. 
732-739. 





Sacrament As Weapon? 


provocative article. 





Father Charles Connors, C.S.Sp., former professor of Canon Law and 
Moral Theology and now Director of Development for the Holy Ghost 
Fathers and Associate Editor of The Paraclete, has yet to write an article 
for these pages which has not resulted in continuing discussions. 

In his forthcoming article, “Sacrament As Weapon?,” Father Connors 
opens with: “Is it fitting to use the sacrament of confirmation as a means 
of exerting pressure on children to attend religious instruction classes? The 
question might be put in another way: 
tion be deferred until the candidate (in the case of children) has reeeived 
satechetical instructions for several years?” 

Noting that the motive behind this practice is commendable, the Holy 
Ghost Father goes on to challenge the policy. We urge you not to miss this 


May administration of confirma- 
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The Odyssey 


of Another Soul 


C 

ONVERSION STORIES have always 
seemed to me to be closely akin to a 
certain class of mystery thrillers: the 
reader knows in advance how they are 
going to end, yet there is an element of 
excitement and suspense which carries 
him on. Actually, there is little which 
is of greater fascination than a view of 
the workings of grace and revelation 
of truth in an individual soul, and the 
account of an Odyssey from the Troy 
of separation to the Ithaca of visible 
Unity with the family of God in Christ 
is essentially a study of this kind. 


THE MANY ROADS TO ROME 


In thinking of conversion we are 
dealing with a mystery. There is much 
that can be known concerning the sub- 
ject in general and with regard to a 
single conversion in particular, but this 
is not to see into the heart of the matter. 
One who has made such a pilgrimage 
and has felt the impelling hand of Him 
who was its author and guide has been 
favored with knowing the touch of this 
special grace, but he finds himself sud- 
denly speechless when asked, “Now 
exactly why did you become a Roman 
Catholic?” He has had intimate aec- 
quaintance with the two cities between 
which his journey has been conducted, 
but of the path of the journey itself 
he has seen and known little but the 
dust and stones and the mists of the 


By HAMILTON HESS 


mountain passes. Although every con- 
vert can cite certain factors which were 
instrumental in bringing him into the 
Church, the ultimate reasons are known 








Mr. Hess, after eight years of parish 
work as an Episcopalian clergyman, was 
received with his family into the Catholic 
Church in 1959. He is engaged in re- 
search study toward writing in early 
Canon Law and other fields. 





only to God. Why is one led forward 
and why is another left behind? Why 
is the process spiritually easy for some 
and extremely difficult for others? 
While there are theological answers to 
such questions as these, those answers 
can only be applied with reverent cau- 
tion in any given case. There are as 
many roads to Rome as there are souls 
to make the journey, yet all share the 
moulding and strengthening of under- 
standing and will by the same Holy 
Spirit. The ultimate answer lies in the 
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indiscernible wisdom and mercy of 
God, and the convert can only reflect 
in humble gratitude upon the safe con- 
duct of his passage and upon the fleet- 
ing impressions of it which remain. 

High among my own personal inter- 
ests is the forwarding of mutual under- 
standing between Catholics and those 
of my former spiritual allegiance. As 
we have been so frequently reminded 
in recent years, charitable understand- 
ing is the first and elemental step to- 
ward unity. While, by virtue of its 
essential relation to the life and visible 
structure of the Church as an unbroken 
and presently existant reality, unity 
does not mean at all the same thing 
for Catholies as it does for others, the 
process of conversion may be profitably 
viewed from the Catholic standpoint as 
reunion in microcosm, and as such has 
a much broader significance than its 
blessings to the individual so affected. 
The same divine guidance through 
roughly the same steps toward the 
same divinely constituted goal is oper- 
ative in both cases, individual and cor- 
porate: “That All May Be One.” If 
I can contribute here in some small 
measure to the reader’s appreciation of 
what takes place in the convert’s mind 
and soul with regard to both the posi- 
tion which he is leaving and that to- 
ward which he is moving, I offer this to 
God in gratitude for His mercies. I 
make no apology for the personal tenor 
of the following account, for by its na- 
ture in cannot be otherwise. 


APPEAL OF “ANGLO-CATHOLICISM” 


I was raised as a moderate Anglican 
of by no means “Anglo-Catholic” 
coloration. My. memories provide me 
with impressions of an early developed 
religious sense and awareness of God 
and of my dependence upon Him 
through the Church. For this I owe a 
great debt of gratitude to my devout 
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parents. My own devotion increased 
markedly at about the age of fifteen 
and was accompanied by a sense of 
vocation to the “priesthood” and by a 
reaching forward toward a_ superna- 
tural element in religion to a degree 
which my previous instruction had not 
supplied. When I entered college a 
few years later, I began a new life with 
wider horizons and soon discovered 
Anglo-Catholicism as exemplified by 
the life and liturgy of a particular par- 
ish in the area. I immediately ac- 
cepted this as representative of the true 
Christian religion, for it was exactly 
what I had thought religion ought to 
be. Put in a certain jargon, it was a 
true “conversion experience” of both 
imagination and emotion; but, on a 
deeper level, also of the intellect and 
of the will as I rapidly explored its 
doctrinal basis. I was completely cap- 
tivated and the effect was both pro- 
found and permanent. It was the only 
“conversion” in any real sense that I 
have ever undergone. I became a 
Catholic by intention then as fully as 
I am one by intention now. What re- 
mained to be accomplished during the 
next seventeen years was the gradual 
discovery that I had in fact stepped 
onto the wrong train. 

Of course I knew that another train 
ran on a parallel line and I was in- 
trigued with that one too. I occasion- 
ally attended Masses of the ‘Roman 
Church,” visited the Blessed Sacrament 
on its altars, and regretted that its ad- 
herents did not regard me with the 
same brotherly affection and equiva- 
lent status as I regarded them. From 
the Catholie viewpoint Anglo-Catholi- 
cism is a patently illogical position and 
lacking a foundation in_ objective 
reality; but it is a real religion with a 
logic of its own and is of tremendous 
appeal to one reaching out toward Ca- 
tholicism from a non-Catholie cultural 
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and religious background. A Catholic 
may well ask how this can be a real 
and a Catholic religion in any sense, 
being outside the visible unity of the 
Church, lacking valid sacraments, and 
excluding essential dogmas such as the 
necessity of submission to papal au- 
thority. But it may be answered that 
it is Catholic by intention and desire 
and eclectic and separatist only 
through a prejudicial ignorance, and 
that it does foster a Catholic life with 
Kucharist-centered piety of Sacrifice 
and Communion, confession, deep de- 
votion to Our Lady and the saints, 
mental prayer, and most other ele- 
ments of the Catholie spiritual life. I 
um not at this point presenting an 
apologia for Anglicanism, but I feel 
that many Catholics are relatively un- 
aware of what the religion of the An- 
glo-Catholie is. It is not a Protestant- 
ism of either the evangelical or liberal 
varieties dressed up in Catholie finery, 
but a fair replica of Catholicism prac- 
ticed in separation from the Catholic 
Church. Nor (however illogical or 
plainly Protestant in matters of au- 
thority its position is from the Catho- 
lic viewpoint) are its adherents in- 
volved in conscious self-deception. Ac- 
cusations of play-acting and insincer- 
ity which are sometimes voiced by 
Catholies are wholly unfounded. The 
Anglo-Catholic has largely reached his 
true destination as far as dogmatic 
faith and external practice are con- 
cerned, and what he must go through 
to come home is not a joyful spiritual 
conversion and a finding of the beauties 
of the Faith, but a painful and un- 
pleasant awakening from an _ opiate 
dream. 


CANTERBURY vs. ROME 
I suppose that I must have had more 


contact with Rome than the average 


Anglo-Catholic. I never seemed to be 


near an Anglican chaplain during my 
years in military service and attended 
Catholic Masses on Sundays and fre- 
quently on weekdays for months on 
end without an Anglican intermission. 
The same was true of my vacation 
trips to the Continent of Europe during 
the period of my seminary training in 
Kngland. All of this must have had 
some effect upon me, but not withal a 
conscious one. I was most impressed 
Catholicism, which 
struck me as being sober, dignified, and 
devout. If all of Rome were like this, 
I felt, 1 might think twice about where 
I was being ordained. I once spent 
several days with the Benedictines at 
Maria Laach to learn as much as I 
could of the Liturgical Movement in. 
Germany. Never before had I seen so 
deeply into the heart of Catholicism. 
I was almost ready to remain, spending 
the rest of my life loving and serving 
God there, for the impression it made 
upon me. But my convictions told me 
that while Rome was Catholic, Canter- 
bury was also Catholic; and this de- 
spite all the external evidence one 
might collect to the contrary, for that 
was dismissed as being the product of 
human ignorance and not of the nature 
of things. It was simply a question of 
taking your choice, and I chose Canter- 
bury because I was there already and 
because I preferred having my cake 
and eating it, too, or so it appeared to 
me. Canterbury seemed to me to be 
slightly the more genuine article as 
likened to the Catholicism of the early 
centuries, and Rome slightly the more 
overladen with undesirable accretions 
and the products of human imperfec- 
tion. This is a superficial judgment 
easily made by non-Catholies, but one 
which is bound to dissolve under closer 
scrutiny by an altering of its premises 
—unless prevented by prejudice. 
Fortunately, I had never held the 


with German 
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anti-Roman prevalent 
But, while 
the Anglo-Catholic has the sincere in- 
tention of being the most Catholic kind 
of a Catholic, the only ultimate crite- 
rion of judgment which he possesses is 
What he thinks Catholicism ought to be. 
As with most of my kind, I had oceca- 
sional 


prejudices so 


among Anglo-Catholies. 


“Roman Fever,’ an 
looking-toward the security 
which lies behind the Alps; but the An- 
attributes this to his 
metabolism or to a temporary loss of 


flushes of 
envious 


glo-Catholie 


nerve, and that is, I believe, very close 
to what it is. It is a reaction based not 
on conviction, but on an emotional 
yearning. It is never present when the 
point of conviction is being or has been 
reached—any yearning then is in the 
If a generalization is 
possible, those who are frequent suffer- 


other direction. 
ers from ‘“‘Roman Fever” are not often 
among those who make their ultimate 
submission. 


INFLUENCES OF SEMINARY 


Of all external influences, I owe, para- 
doxically, the most for my conversion 
And 
of this there are three noteworthy fae- 
The prineipal of the college was 
a remarkable person. 


to my English seminary training. 


tors. 
The house, its 
life and spirit, was moulded around 
him, and one can best describe it as 
standing in the tradition of St. Sulpice 
as regards its spiritual and intellectual 
life and in the “tradition” of Fortesque 
as regards its liturgical practice. But 
while it was demanded that ceremonial 
be meticulous, this was demanded for 
devotional and theological reasons, and 
it produced little of that “spikery” or 
“highchurchiness” for its sake 
which is all too prevalent in Anglican- 
Daily half-hour mental prayer, 
daily Mass, the divine office, weekly or 
bi-monthly confession, and regular per- 
sonal spiritual direction was the en- 


own 


ism. 
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foreed rule. It was “Catholic” life in 
disciplined simplicity, a life 


quickly drew an impressionable and 


which 


serious young American student into its 
spirit, and particularly with the ex- 
ample of the devout and consecrated 
principal in our midst. His own per- 
sonal influence was of considerable im- 
portance because of the effeet which it 
had upon me in the formation of my 
own spiritual life and outlook in a truly 
and deeply (and not just hopefully or 
vaguely) Catholic 
writers as Poulain, Searamelli, and St. 


direction. Such 


Ignatius provided the principles of his 
own spiritual life, and that which he 


inculated. Similarly, Cardinal Man- 
ning’s Eternal Priesthood represented 


the pattern of the priestly life for which 
we were trained. This 1s the first fae- 


tor. 
INFLUENCE OF *“*ANGLO-PAPALISTS” 


It so happened that during my time 
in seminary there was a substantial 
papalist minority among the students. 
For those who are unacquainted with 
the “Anglo-papalist” position, it can 
best be described as an acceptance of 
the primacy of the Holy See, of its au- 
thority in matters of faith and morals, 
and of its being the divinely constituted 
center of unity in a Church which God 
intended should be visibly One. There 
within this 
school of thought, ranging from an his- 


are a variety of shades 
torically derived appreciation of the 
prestige enjoyed by the See of Rome 
from the second century onward to an 
infallibilist view which rests uneasily 
The 
Chureh of England, the papalist main- 
tains, consists of two provinces of the 
Catholic Church and 
York) separated from communion with 
the Holy See by circumstances of a 
nature. The will 
healed, he _ believes, 


upon its Anglican foundations. 


(Canterbury 


fortuitous breach 


eventually be 
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through the education of both Angli- 
cans and Rome as to the true nature 
of the Chureh of England, by which 
she will reclaim her rightful patrimony 
through corporate reunion. Becoming 
acquainted with the position among my 
associates, | was ultimately attracted 
to a mid-way papalist stand while in 
seminary because I found the broad 
outlines of papal claims to be vindi- 
cated by Patristic testimony. This is 
ihe second factor. 

ANGLICANISM: 

ENGLISH vs. AMERICAN 


The third factor stems from the at- 
tendant circumstances of my English 
training. For the first time I gained a 
real sense of the universality of the 
Chureh (of the world-wide Anglican 
Communion, as a specifie illustration) 
in distinction to the necessarily denom- 
inational attitude from whieh the 
American Episcopalian can hardly es- 
cape on his home ground. I came into 
personal contaet with Anglicans from 
all over the world, and, of even greater 
importance, was imbued with a sense 
of the Chureh of England as being the 
“Catholie Chureh of the land” in Eng- 
land. These two facets of this third 
factor were to have an effect upon me 
when I returned to this country, for I 
Was then acutely conscious of the see- 
tarian status of the American Episco- 
pal Chureh and became aware of the 
impossibility of any application of the 
papalist position to American Angli- 
eanism. While wholly illogical and in- 
defensible in the final analysis, Anglo- 
papalism ean be argued on Anglican 
premises in England, but nowhere else 
in the Anglican Communion with any 
cogency. Accordingly, I tried to re- 
gard the Anglican diaspora as a vast 
“chaplainey” network serving members 
of the Chureh of England and their de- 


scendants abroad. I lived with this 


theory for awhile, but, coming to the 
realization that it would not really 
stand as a justification for Anglicanism 
outside of England, set papalism aside 
altogether. 


ACTIVE MINISTRY BEGINS 


Then followed my only really settled 
period as an Anglican clergyman. I 
was where I was because that is where 
God had put me. If He had wanted 
me elsewhere, He would have led me 
elsewhere. The Pope was in Rome and 
I was hard at work as assistant in an 
American parish under a rector who was 
gravely ill, and I had his duties as well 
us my own to fulfill. I was married 
ubout this time, and to me it was a 
decisive step not only matrimonally, but 
ecclesiastically. I could not go to 
Rome now in any case—little did I 
realize what God was ultimately to de- 
mand of me!—and took my strong in- 
clination to marry to be the sign of 
Providence that 1 was to remain where 
I was. I have sinee learned better 
about the interpretation of “signs from 
heaven.” Not that I had been waver- 
ing during this early period of my min- 
istry nor that I yet doubted the validity 
of the Anglican position, but the ques- 
tion of Rome did come to my mind 
The rector died and I re- 
mained in charge of the parish for 
another eight months until his suecessor 
was installed. In the meantime we had 
decided to return to England the fol- 
lowing year for me to do graduate 
study. There was an interval of seven 
months between departure from the 
first parish and our leaving for Eng- 
land, so I obtained a temporary curacy 
in a parish of the “all-out” type of An- 
glo-Catholicism for which I stood. 
Rome was never further from my 
thoughts. A few of my former fellow 
students from seminary were by this 
time journeying Romeward, but this 


frequently. 
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did not disturb me in the slightest. 
That was undoubtedly what God 
wanted for them, but not for me, I was 
certain. 

It was my intention upon beginning 
graduate studies to take as my thesis 
subject the relation between jurisdic- 
tion and the validity of sacramental 
ministrations (also considering the dis- 
tinction of regularity as it entered in 
the later Fathers) in Patristiec theology. 
It seemed to me that this would be a 
useful contribution and that in this 
area lay the Achilles’ Heel of Anglican- 
ism, if it had one, or at least that it was 
one of its two major weak points, the 
other being the nature of the Church’s 
essential unity, itself the key to the 
question of spiritual jurisdiction. I 
certainly do not now hold that the 
Patristic evidence relating to these mat- 
ters is equivocal, but it must be realized 
that Anglicans justify theories of a 
“divided Catholicism” on_ historical 
grounds and upon interpretations of 
Patristic teachings. 


FROM CONVICTION TO DOUBT 


Having had these topics in mind, it 
would appear that I was out to play 
‘Russian Roulette,” but I 
conscientiously believed that I could 
contribute toward a vindication of the 
Anglican position in face of them. I 
undoubtedly seemed a presumptuous 


theological 


young man, and the one who was as- 
signed to me as supervisor of studies 
steered me clear of both of them as far 
as thesis work was concerned. We 
compromised on the canons of the 
Council of Sardica! But the spirit of 
the Blessed Apostle Peter followed me 
there, too, and I was soon immersed in 
the question of early appeals to Rome. 
My old papalism started flooding back 
again and, in following as a sideline the 
two related topics mentioned above, I 
gradually came to the conclusion that 
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upon Patristic grounds Anglicanism 
stood on a very flimsy platform. 

From then on I worked out rational- 
ization after rationalization and a 
“Mystique of Disunity” based on mys- 
tical interpretation of the passion, 
death, and resurrection of Our Lord as 
applied to His Mystical Body, His pas- 
sion being manifested in the wounding 
of His members one by another; His 
death in the separation of various 
“Catholie’ communions (Anglicanism, 
Orthodoxy, Old Catholicism) from the 
Holy See as the spiritual center of 
unity; His resurrection to be manifested 
in the reunion of Body and Soul, the 
reunion of separated “Catholics” with 
tome. But from there it was only a 
matter of time—four years in fact. 
The factor which — predominated 
throughout was the growing realization 
that the Church is in her very essence 
visibly One, and that that Unity and 
the source of all jurisdiction is found in 
the See of Peter. I became convinced 
of this first through my studies of the 
Fathers and saw the undiminished 
teaching of it both in Rome and in the 
dissident East (essential unity with 
Peter subtracted) as both a vindication 
and confirmation of the doctrine as 
earlier expressed. I could not deny that 
this was a Catholic 
truth, and I could not square the Angli- 
can position with it. It was inevitable 
that I should eventually have to with- 


fundamental 


draw from the latter. 


ANGLICAN UNION MOVES 
CAUSE WONDERMENT 


In the midst of these difficulties I 
became greatly concerned with the 
newly formed Church of South India 
and the other union schemes in which 
Anglicanism has become involved or 
partially committed. The problems 
which they raised in my mind were re- 
lated not as a cause, but as a catalyst 





iW 


ism 


to my own changing position. 


truly 1s. 
the Chureh and her ministry and of the 
nature of her unity and jurisdiction 
upon which these schemes are based 


at least in principle. 


und you must reject the other. 


key issue in 
This was not true in my case and I do 


THE ODYSSEY OF ANOTHER SOUL 


Il saw 


them not only as a repudiation of what 


I had believed Anglicanism to be, but 


as a symptom of what Anglicanism 


The underlying doctrines of 


ure the same, in reality, as those upon 
which Anglicanism relies as a rationale 


for its position in Christendom. Accept 


the one and you must accept the other, 


teject the one 
This 


observation was of definite aid in pre- 
paring the way for more drastic conclu- 


s1ons. 


QUESTION OF “ORDERS” 


The question of Anglican orders has 
loomed so large in controversy that 


Catholics frequently suppose it to be a 


Anglican conversions. 


not believe it to be true in many. The 


question of orders hardly affected me 


even toward the end. It was only after 
I had left them behind that I was able 
to see the matter clearly. Anglicans 
ure at once a pragmatic and subjective 
lot, and in a matter upon which the 
practice of religion immediately de- 
pends, logie does not have much foree 
with them. I do not think that I am 
being unfair; at least I am speaking of 
myself. The Anglican clergyman 
“knows” that he has said Mass and the 
Anglican penitent “knows” that he has 
received absolution. No theological 
argument can shake him in this convie- 
I believe that 
my own personal and habitual mistrust 
of the subjective in religion made the 
renunciation of those “orders” possible 


tion born of experience. 


for me, whereas many whom I know 
would be prevented from making their 
submission for this reason alone, if for 
no other. 


All of this was on the intellectual 
side. On the spiritual side the divide 
was reached previously, I am certain, 
during a retreat which I had made 
shortly after returning to England. 
The superior of the Anglican monastery 
to which I had gone was just leaving as 
I arrived. He gave me Bishop Hedley’s 
Retreat, saying that he would assign 
someone to take care of me. No one 
came, however, and Bishop Hedley was 
my conductor along with the Holy 
Spirit, drumming into me as never be- 
lore that submission to the will of God 
is all that matters or ever can matter. 
‘Tis was the :>ost fruitful retreat I have 
ever made and, although there were yet 
many spiritual mountains to be 
crossed, I know that it prepared my 
will to accept the consequences of the 
intellectual struggle to follow, and in- 
deed to allow that struggle to take 
place at all. That is the first difficulty 
for Anglicans: to face the fact that a 
serious problem exists. 


BACK TO PARISH WORK 


Upon returning to this country again 
after finishing my studies, I had imme- 
diate difficulty with my bishop over 
the question of “open communion”’ (all 
baptized believers, of whatever brand, 
welcome at the altar rail) in a parish 
which he wanted me to take. As a 
result, I spent several months waiting 
for another parish or seminary posi- 
tion to materialize. I spent the time 
readying a book for the press and 
cogitating the Roman question. The 
latter did not seem to resolve itself 
either way, and after a further talk 
with the bishop I decided that he was 
not interested in placing me and that I 
could not, in any case, work in con- 
science under one who sat lightly upon 
principles which to me were fundamen- 
tal. I began looking elsewhere and 
was soon settled in another part of the 
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country under an Anglo-Catholic bishop 
and in a parish of the same tradi- 
tion. Semi-consciously I regarded it as 
a last try as an Anglican, but indeed a 
conscientious one. 

I plunged into the work of the par- 
ish. For awhile I was able to forget 
my problem, or at least not pay much 
attention to it. I could not do much 
with it anyway, for by this time my 
mind was gripped with a strange paral- 
ysis when it came to thinking or reason- 
ing about the two major difficulties: 
jurisdiction and essential unity. Look- 


ing back, I am not surprised that my 
intellect refused to function in this di- 
rection, for what I was still trying to do 
was find loop-holes in a fabric of evi- 
dence which all ran to the contrary. 
I was simply becoming mentally ex- 
hausted from attempting the impossi- 
ble. 


FROM CONVICTION TO DOUBT 


A retreat which I made during this 
period helped me in no other way 
than to see the magnitude of the diffi- 
culty in which I was involved. I had 
hoped that I might be able to shake 
myself out of the nightmare and back 
to “reality” by that, but instead it be- 
came clear that, while there seemed to 
be no way forward, there was also no 
way backward and that the only reality 
which I could grasp was uncertainty. 
I was wholly unable to meditate upon 
the things which were set before me 
and spent much of the time reading 
Msgr. Knox’s Spiritual Aeneid. <A 
naughty thing to do, but it was the 
only reading upon which I could con- 
centrate. Prayer came with great diffi- 
culty, but, I suppose, satisfactorily, for 
only a blind act of submission to God’s 
will and a plea to see it were possible. 
This latter closely summarizes the 
state in which my spiritual life had 
been for a number of months by then. 
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I had no great desire to see the truth 
on the question burning within me, for 
my mind was in such contusion that I 
Was not sure such truth existed. I 
still believed in the reality of what I 
was doing as a priest, but had lost all 
security as to its foundations and was 
in that state of ‘semi-agnosticism”’ 
which I believe is typical of most 
Anglican clergy converts in the last 
throes. 

During the retreat I got up courage 
to talk to one of the monks who I 
thought might be understanding and 
laid bare my difficulty. He was not 
too helpful and implied that I must 
not be busy enough with my parish 
work if I had time to think of things of 
this nature. Afterwards I wrote to 
another Anglican religious whose direc- 
tion I felt bound to seek, and he sug- 
gested that I was not paying enough 
attention to my prayers. I wrote to 
another clergyman who had been to 
Rome and back again. I wished to dis- 
cover why. Perhaps he could provide 
the key in the one direction or the 
other. He replied that he could not 
cite any profound reasons for going 
either way, but supposed that the real 
answer for his coming back lay in the 
fact that he was wholly an Anglican at 
heart. Not very helpful, but at least I 
could sympathize with him as I felt 
much the same way myself. And so it 
went on for more months. Indecision: 
an utter lack of faith in Anglicanism on 
the one hand, but a lack of conviction 
as to the truth of the evidence point- 
ing toward Rome which I faced on the 
other. A more courageous person 
might have withdrawn himself from the 
absurdity of carrying on with the care 
of souls in such a situation, but I lacked 
the fortitude to take any such step. I 
felt that, as long as I could not be cer- 
tain about Rome, it could not be repre- 
hensible to remain as I was, where 


THE ODYSSEY OF ANOTHER SOUL 


Providence had unquestionably placed 
ine, casting all upon God and trusting 
in His mercies to make up for the defi- 
ciencies in my own faith. I temporarily 
left the Fathers of the Church and be- 
van reading around the English Refor- 
mation from all sides. My _ previous 
Anglican suppositions in this area came 
out quite unsupported, and, as related 
to the foundations of Anglicanism, the 
verdict of the two-headed pursuer: ju- 
risdiction and essential unity seemed to 
be summarized in the one term ‘“con- 
tinuity,” or rather in the lack of conti- 
nuity. The nature of the Reformation 
us the secular establishment of a reli- 
gious settlement devised by a queen and 
a parliament became devastatingly 
clear. I suppose one might say that | 
had reached the point of conviction, 
but I had neither the courage nor the 
But finally the 
import of the conelusions which I had 


will to recognize it. 


been gradually reaching struck me at 
one blow as I was trying to say a few 
prayers before the tabernacle one 
Saturday evening after confessions: 
“My God, this is not the Catholic 
Klementary—but for me it 
had only just become apparent. Now 


Chureh!” 


it was evident that something had to be 
done. But the doing of 1t was still not 
a simple matter. I felt as a cornered 
animal held at bay by the hounds. 


THE FINAL OBSTACLES 


Three obstacles were yet to be over- 
come. One was the matter of leaving 
my parish without causing great scan- 
dal and loss of faith to the people, but 
the two greatest were my own voca- 
tion, which I would now have to offer on 
the altar in place of the august Sacri- 
fice which I had believed I had offered, 
and the fact that I was not yet wholly 
reconciled to the extent of the papal 
prerogatives as explicitly stated in the 
1870 definition. In this phase, which 


lasted nearly a year, it was a question 
of not being able to stay and not being 
able to go—a soul-rending period. So 
I was not a real priest—just an imagi- 
nary priest—but I had a real spiritual 
responsibility to real people with real 
souls, and Anglicanism was the only re- 
ligion which most of them would ever 
have. There are those in the same 
straits who make a dramatic exit and 
tear their parishes apart, and also those 
who quietly announce the real reason 
for their departure with much the same 
result in the end. I felt that I could 
leave only by an honest excuse, but 
without revealing the compelling rea- 
son. And although now knowing that 
I was only an imaginary priest, I was 
thoroughly a priest by thinking, inten- 
“Giving it all 
up” in the human sense, or “offering it 


tion, desire, and outlook. 


ail up” in the supernatural sense, is the 
biggest hurdle of all to most married 
clergy converts, and I suppose that one 
never gets over it entirely until, God 
helping, he reaches sanctity. 


HALTING STEPS ROMEWARD 


Realizing that I had to do something, 
I fearfully contacted a Catholic priest 
of whose great charity I had heard. I 
knew not what to expect of that first in- 
terview, but laid the whole problem at 
his feet and placed myself under his di- 
rection. God was with me, as I should 
have expected. This holy priest treated 
me with great fraternal affection and an 
indeseribably humble charity. From 
then on, things were much easier. I 
still had to work through the intellec- 
tual problems connected with infalli- 
bility, but the spiritual difficulties be- 
‘ame manageable under his guidance. 
The greatest thing was that he assured 
me there was no rush. I had to be com- 
pletely ready in every way before I 
could possibly leave where I was or be 
received into the Church. Disillusion- 
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ment with Anglicanism was no sufficient 
motive for moving to where Catholi- 
cism was to be found. I also had to have 
an integrated faith in the Chureh and 
her whole dogma—the difficulty over 
1870 had to be solved. And I could not 
leave my own people until I could do so 
without doing damage to their religion. 
With all of this he agreed. 
that if I could get away from the busi- 


I hoped 


ness of the parish for several days and 
into a Catholic atmosphere I might be 
able to settle the matters of infallibility 
and universal ordinary jurisdiction to 
the satisfaction of my conscience. Ac- 
cordingly, I arranged for the inside of a 
week at a Catholic religious house. | 
gained in other ways in the long run, 
but for my immediate purposes the time 
was a loss. The priest assigned to take 
care of me was a philosopher by special- 
ization. As I had had virtually no 
background in philosophy (as with most 
Anglicans), we did not speak the same 
language, and I left in an even more 
confused state. 

This experience proved somewhat of 
a setback. Perhaps I am just “ineur- 
ably Anglican” after all, I concluded, 
for the treatment with straight philoso- 
phy seemed more painful than the 
affliction from which I was suffering. 
It also appeared as a foreign and fore- 
boding aspect of Rome which I was by 
no means prepared to accept as lying at 
the heart of Catholicism. However, a 
little time and the guidance of my 
priest-confidant helped me see the thing 
in the proper proportion and I got on 
with the 1870 matter gradually. It 
Was a question of growing out of a posi- 
tion on infallibility and universal 
jurisdiction which was essentially Gal- 
lican and which I had held throughout 
my Anglo-papalist days, and more 
specifically of seeing the Vatican defi- 
nition as a legitimate development from 
the concepts of the papacy expressed by 


1148 


the Fathers of the Chureh. One might 
well say from the Catholic standpoint 
that a simple act of faith in the Chureh 
would have taken care of the whole 
issue; but for the Anglican the question 
is not so straightforward. Newman was 
my ultimate salvation. 


HOME, IN GOD’S GOOD TIME 


This is a rather dismal conversion 
story in many ways. It took me five 
years to travel the distance that more 
courageous souls cover in a much 
shorter time. I fought the Holy Spirit 
every inch of the way and that He won 
in the end is no credit to me except for 
the fact that throughout I sincerely did 
want fo do God's will even if I did not 
want fo see it. My wite’s conversion 
Was simultaneous with mine, but in a 
sense quite independently effeeted. We 
have rejoiced in this great grace of 
spiritual unity, and her sympathetic 
understanding of my own difficulties has 
been of higher than human origin. 

I would add as an all-important finale 
to the whole process of conversion that 
the final settlement of the intellectual 
difficulties still did not supply me with 
the strength to move. This was pro- 
vided last of all by a conversion of the 
will, which was God’s doing alone. The 
intellectual conviction remained quite 
unreal and unmoving until assisted by 
supernatural faith. The ghastly state 
of semi-agnosticism, which I have de- 
scribed above, makes one almost de- 
spair. To see the truth, to know it as 
the truth, and yet to lack any desire or 
will to aet upon it makes him wonder 
if he is not insane, or at least wholly 
insincere. His religion seems to have 
become an intellectual game _ played 
alone in a dense fog and unrelated to 
the world around it. But at length, in 
(iod’s good time, the mists recede and 
the newly perceived truth is bathed in 
a new light, the light of faith. 





The Pope’s Invitation 
lo Church Unity 


y' HO WILL UNITE THE WORLD? 


That is the fundamental question... . 
Who will produce the synthesis of this 
new universe? Who will be the prin- 
ciple and the inspiration?”? 

Over a decade ago the late great 
Archbishop of Paris posed that ques- 
tion. In his pastoral letter of 1948, 
Emmanuel Cardinal Suhard asked that 
question which we, in God’s providence, 
may be on the verge of seeing answered. 
As once, long ago, the precursor an- 

‘was aman 


nouncing Christ’s public life ‘ 
sent from God,” so the cause of unity 
in our world today is inspired by a man 
“whose name is John.’” 

Strange, indeed, are the ways of God! 
For nineteen years the world listened to 
a Pius who spoke words of peace to a 
world that knew no peace. So great was 
the world’s love and respect for that 
Pope of peace that many felt anyone 
who would sueceed him would be able 
to accomplish little more than hold the 
keys of the kingdom. The error in judg- 
ment Was man’s own making. 

We failed to understand the corela- 
tion between unity and peace. Only in 
retrospect have we come to see that 
the one is the condition of the other. 
Peace is both the root and fruit of unity. 


'Suhard, Emmanuel, Cardinal, Growth or 
Decline? The Church Today (Fides Pub- 
lishers, South Bend, Indiana, 1948), p. 5. 

*John 1, 6. 


By VINCENT A. YZERMANS 


We have seen the finger of God’s provi- 
dence in this intimate association of 
unity and peace. Pius’ plan for peace 
was the overture of John’s call for unity. 








Editor of the newspaper of the St. Cloud 
diocese, Father Yzermans is best known as an 
authority on papal documents. His two-vol- 
ume Major Addresses of Pius XII will be pub- 
lised this October by the North Central Pub- 
lishing Company, St. Paul, Minnesota. 





Our lovable Pope John soon let the 
world know that his reign would be no 
interregnum. Three short months after 
his elevation to the Chair of Peter he 
shook the world by announcing an ecu- 
menical council. He took the world by 
surprise and, surprisingly enough, the 
whole world responded with great Joy 
to his announcement. 


WORLD REACTION 


World leaders weleomed the coming 
council. Dr. Charles Malik, president 
of the United Nations General Assembly 
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and a member of the Greek Orthodox 
Church, hailed the coming council as 
“an historic event of the greatest mag- 
nitude.” He said it could well be 
“osreater than anything that has 
happened so far in this twentieth cen- 
tury or indeed in many a long century 
past.” Cardinal Montini, Archbishop 
of Milan, hailed the news and prophe- 
sized that it would be “the greatest 
which the Church has ever celebrated in 
its twenty centuries of history.” 

One would expect religious leaders 
to welcome the announcement of the 
ecumenical council. One finds it heart- 
ening when editors of secular news- 
papers (of all places in secular 
America!) commenting on the ecumeni- 
eal council. The Washington Evening 
Star called the announcement “a mo- 
mentous move” and expressed the hope 
that it may be a rapprochement” that 
might lead in time to a full reconcilia- 
tion under which Christendom would no 
longer be a house divided.” The Chris- 
tian Science Monitor hailed it as “a 
sensational event” and the Washington 
Post called it “news of the greatest his- 
toric import.” The Baltimore Sun wel- 
comed it as an answer to “the Christian 
need” and asked all people of the free 
world to look upon it as a supreme effort 
“to close ranks and search out common 
grounds.” 

Such world-wide reaction shows the 
importance which religious and public- 
opinion leaders have attached to the 
coming ecumenical council. The very 
fact that its announcement was hailed 
from so many and such varied quarters 
indicates the momentous decision Pope 
John arrived at that January day in 
1959. 

Then the Pontiff presided at the Holy 
Sacrifice in the Basilica of St. Paul out- 
side the Walls. 
over, he returned to a room in the 


When the Mass was 
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Benedictine monastery that adjoins the 
Basilica. The seventeen cardinals who 
were present accompanied him into the 
room. There he delivered an address in 
Latin “regarding,” he said, “certain 
points of apostolic activity which have 
been suggested to Us by these three 
months of presence in and contact with 
Roman ecclesiastical circles.” 

In the same address he made his his- 
toric announcement: 


Venerable brothers and Our be- 
loved sons! We announce to you, in- 
deed trembling a little with emotion, 
but at the same time with humble 
resolution of intention, the name and 
the proposal of a twofold celebra- 
tion: a diocesan synod for the city 
and an ecumenical council for the 
Universal Church. 


In the same address Pope John re- 
vealed his motives for calling together 
an ecumenical council. 


We have before Us the sole pros- 
pect of the good souls and of the very 
clear and definite correspondence of 
the new pontificate to the spiritual 
needs of the present hour. 


It is significant, too, that in the 
same breath of announcing the coming 
council he spoke of Christian unity. 
He plainly called upon the heavenly 
court to assist in this “great work” so 
that it will be “a renewed invitation to 
the faithful of the separated communi- 
ties that they also may follow Us ami- 
ably in this search for unity and grace.” 


CHIEF AIM: UNITY 


There can be no doubt that Pope 
John is a man with the dominant desire 
of seeing the fulfillment of the ecu- 
menical council. The important book 


> NC News Service. This quotation, and all 
following quotations from Pope John’s ad- 
dresses are taken from the translations fur- 
uished by the NC .News Service. 
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THE POPE’S INVITATION TO CHURCH UNITY 


published last year as the first volume 
in the ante-preparatory series* lists 
fifty-eight occasions when Pope John 
spoke about the coming council. This 
covered only the period of eighteen 
months since he first announced its con- 
vocation. It is no exaggeration to say 
that not a week goes by when he does 
not himself take a personal interest in 
the organization and preparatory work 
of the council. It is noteworthy that in 
his .Jotu Proprio of June 5, 1960, he 
reserved for himself the head of the cen- 
tral commission which will prepare the 
agenda of the council. On every oc- 
casion in recent months when the Su- 
preme Pontiff speaks he does not fail to 
ask for prayers for the success of the 
council. 

Whether he himself lives to see its 
fulfillment is a grace he would naturally 
weleome with holy joy. In his closing 
address to the Roman Synod he said: 
“We ask the Lord Jesus, Founder 
of the Holy Church, to grant the grace 
to His viear that he may convene and 
eelebrate the ecumenical council.” 

In Pope John’s mind the Chureh 
must appear in the sight of all men as 
that beautiful bride of Christ “not hav- 
ing spot or wrinkle or any such thing, 
but that she might be holy and with- 
out blemish.”® For this reason he sees 
that internal affairs must be the chief 
concern of the council inasmuch as they 
will be necessary to consider in order 
to bring about more effectively the 
greater goal of Church unity that com- 
pelled him to convoke the council. 

For this reason, internal Church prob- 
lems will have primary consideration at 
the coming council. But this will be so, 
paraphrasing the words of Cardinal 


* Acta et Documenta Concilio Oecumenico 
Vaticano II Apparando, Series I, Anteprae- 
paratoria, Volumen I, Acta Summi Pontificis 
Toannis XXIII, Typis Polyglottis Vaticanis, 
Roma, MCMLX. 


° Ephesians 5, 2 
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Traglia, in order that the Catholic 
Church will be able to show more clearly 
the road of salvation to the other Chris- 
tian churches. Pope John himself inti- 
mated the same thought when he said to 
a group of priests from Bologna last 
February: 


If we were first of all to listen to 
the rumors and proposals from out- 
side and begin discussing them, others 
would cross our path and soon intri- 
cate obstacles would arise. The 
Church must, instead, think over all 
of its constant life and finality, re- 
sponding with new drive to the divine 
plan established by Our Lord. Once 
we have established, agreed upon and 
set forth the best solutions, including 
the new demands of the times, we will 
be able to indicate to the separated 
brothers the sure road of that unity 
to which they also aspire. 


In his very first address, immediately 
following his elevation to the supreme 
pontificate on November 4, 1958, Pope 
John spoke fatherly words of love and 
welcome to the separated Christian 
brothers. He said then: 


With fervent fatherly love We em- 
brace the Universal Church, the East- 
ern and the Western alike. And to all 
who are separated from this Apostolic 
See. . . . We open Our heart mest 
lovingly and extend Our open arms. 

No strange house will they find 
but their own which indeed was il- 
lumined in the past by the eminent 
doctrine of their forefathers and 
adorned by their virtue. 


Less than two months passed, and 
again Pope John repeated his loving 
invitation. In his 1958 Christmas mes- 
sage to the world he took up the same 
subject in the following words: 


The vexing problem of the broken 
unity of the heritage of Christ still 
remains and obstacles still hinder its 
solution. It will be a long road of 
burdening difficulties and uncertain- 
ties. The sadness of this sorrowful 


115] 








THE HOMILETIC AND PASTORAL REVIEW 


observation does not arrest, nor will 

it arrest, we hope to God, the effort 

of our soul to continue the loving 
invitation to our dear separated 
brothers. 

The Vatican communique that was 
issued immediately following Pope 
John’s announcement of the Second 
Vatican Council stressed again the pur- 
pose of Church unity in these words: 


As far as the ecumenical council is 
concerned, this, in the thinking of the 
Pope, looks not only to the edifica- 
tion of the Christian people, but 
would be, besides, and invitation to 
the separated communities to find 
unity, to which so many souls today 
in every part of the world aspire.® 
Throughout the months that inter- 
vened the Pope repeatedly returned to 
the subject. He manifested hope when 
he told a group of Armenian rite Catho- 
lie priests that “unity can be achieved 

. and with perfection.” He revealed 
a deep filial trust in the Blessed Mother 
when he said, “The best assurance of 
reconciliation between Orthodox and 
Catholics is their common devotion to 
the Mother of God.” His kindly con- 
sideration was evident in the creation 
of a special secretariat of Church Unity 
as one of the guiding offices of the com- 
ing council. He created this secretariat, 
he said in his Motu Proprio of June 5, 
1960, “as a token of Our affection and 
good will towards those who bear the 
name of Christians but are separated 
from this Apostolic See. . . .” 


UNITY: 

GROWTH FROM GRASS ROOTS 

The council surely will be, as Pope 
John called it, “a grand work,” “a new 
Pentecost,’ 
importance for the life of the Church.” 


and “an event of supreme 


. *Reported in the London Tablet, Feb. 18, 
1960. 
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With the grace of God, obtained through 
the prayers of the entire Church which 
Pope John asks for daily, its results 
could well be of the first magnitude. 
The desires, hopes and prayers of 
Pope John are surely known to every 
Christian leader and thinker in our 
world today. He thinks daily of chureh 
unity, always conscious of Christ’s 
prayer: “That they may be one.” 
Many leaders, like Patriarch Athe- 
nagoras and Archbishop Fischer, to 
name only two, have responded cor- 
dially, expressing similar desires and 
prayers. In this regard, Pope John 


has shown that he is truly “a man sent 
from God” who is of his times and al- 
most, as it were, ahead of his times. 

It is not, however, sufficient for only 
the Pope and other religious leaders to 
be filled with this hope and confidence. 
Church unity, like so many movements 
and trends, must be enkindled from the 
It. should 
be basically a “grass roots’? movement. 
All who are Christ’s should be filled with 


bottom as well as the top. 


the same sentiments of hope and confi- 
dence, manifested in a daily faith that 
prays and love that practices fellowship. 
This very thought Pope John ex- 
pressed in an address to a group of 
seminarians in September, 1960: 


How grandiose, how brilliantly 
beautiful is the vision of the con- 
cern of the Christian apostolate, ex- 
tending over the immense regions of 
the entire world! Well, here is where 
lies the task of the ecumenical coun- 
cil now being prepared. It is a task 
so vast that it embraces everything 
concerning the ... four great marks 
of the Church. It is worthy to be 
followed not so much as an historical 
exploration of the past, but rather 
as an indication of that which, on the 
basis of experience, present circum- 
stances suggest as being the most 
prompt and effective in achieving the 
divine will of Jesus Christ. 


of 
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By AIDAN M. CARR, O.F.M.Conv., Editor 





Ecclesia Non Triumphans 


Cardinal Bea said in a talk recently 
in Naples (L’Osservatore Romano, N. 
84 [30.656]): “The progress of the 
Church in the world is not a triumphant 
march. In the course of nineteen cen- 
turies, the religion of Christ has con- 
quered only about a third of the in- 
habitants of our globe, and of the nine 
hundred million baptized Christians, 
only five hundred million are Roman 
Catholies.” 

RELEVANCE TO US 

IN THE U.S. 

Not to bore you by statistics (and 
we'll keep them to a minimum), but 
there are some very interesting and sig- 
nificant figures about the situation of 
the Catholie Church in this country 
we'd like to note for the record. There 
are now over 42,000,000 Catholies in the 
fifty states, an increase of over 13,000,- 
000 in the last ten years. Numerically, 
this is indeed impressive. 

But there are some decreases that 
ought to be noted also, because they 
may bespeak a trend developing toward 
a rather static condition in total Chureh 
membership in relation to the U.S. pop- 
ulation. Despite the large growth from 
year to year, marriages coram Ecclesia 
dropped by some 500 in the past year; 
conversions have fallen off by more than 
14,000; baptisms by almost 31,000. 
These numbers are not large, of course, 
but they are indicative. It is probably 
safe to project that the decade 1961- 
1971 will not see an inerease in Catholic 


population of the U.S. comparable to 
the 1951-1961 period. We’ll very likely 
hold to a percentage of just under 25 
per cent of the total American popula- 
tion. 

In view of the heated controversy, 
violence, and mutual _ recriminations 
spawned by the current integration 
fracas in the South, it is of interest to 
report, briefly, on the Negro Catholics 
in the U.S. There are over 650,000 of 
them, with a gain of six per cent (37,- 
000) in the last year. Of these 37,000, 
over 12,000 were converts. Thus, one 
out of every eight people received into 
the Chureh during the past year was a 
Negro. There are 700 priests engaged 
exclusively in the pastoral care of the 
Negro faithful, with about 500 churches. 
There are 350 Catholic schools for Ne- 
ero children, who number about 100,- 
OOO. 


Sweden Sweetens 

The first religious house in Sweden 
since the Reformation, a Carmelite con- 
vent, has been approved by the Swedish 
government. About ten years ago, the 
“Law of Religious Freedom” came into 
force and, instead of entirely forbidding 
the opening of monasteries and con- 
vents, it stipulated that in each instance 
where a religious house was proposed, a 
special application must be made to the 
civil officials. It would then be con- 
sidered whether there was any need for 
the house, and, if permission was in fact 
given, no candidate below twenty-five 
vears of age could make final vows, and 
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the house must be open to governmental 
inspection. 

The Carmelite nuns have had a tem- 
porary convent in Sweden for several 
years, and their application for perma- 
nent quarters met with stiff opposition 
all the way through the legal channels. 
More than one hundred members of the 
Parliament voted against allowing any 
convent at all. The condition has been 
implied also, along with the permission, 
that the majority of the nuns be Swed- 
ish within a few years. Of the eight 
nuns, six are Belgian and only two are 
Swedish. The last religious house in 
this Lutheran stronghold was that of 
the Brigittine nuns at Vadstena, sup- 
pressed in 1595. 


Native Hierarchy in Indonesia 


Pope John XXIII has recently ad- 
dressed a letter to the newly established 
hierarchy of Indonesia. He notes in 
it that a number of other territories of 
Asia and Africa their 
own establishment during the present 
pontificate. The Church in this country 


have received 


has advanced well in recent years, where 
it numbers 1,200,000 
with a thousand priests and a very 
satisfactory number of seminarians and 
ecatechumens (Cf. AAS, LIII, 244-248). 

In his communication, Sacrarum Ex- 
peditionum (L’Osservatore Romano, 
N. 109 [30.681]), the Holy Father states 
that the work of the missions is not yet 
finished in that the 
native clergy and the missionaries must 
continue their joint efforts. Wrote 
John XXIII: “They (the missionaries) 
will continue to lend their invaluable 


some members, 


Indonesia, and 


contribution to the training of the na- 
tive clergy, whom we wish to see well 
prepared, intellectually and spiritually, 
so that they may worthily take up the 
ever increasing and important posts of 
responsibility in the Church; in the 


1154 


imparted in the Catholic 
so flourishing and well de- 
veloped; in the work of charity and as- 


teaching 


schools, 


sistance in hospitals and dispensaries, 
orphanages and all other institutions 
promoted and inspired by a love for 
our fellow men which, while they are 
an aura of glory for the Church, at the 
same time constitute a notable contri- 
bution toward greater prosperity and 
genuine civic progress and social prog- 
ress in your noble country.” 


Cardinal Admitted 
to French Academy 


The prestigious “Immortals” of the 
French Academy added to their luster 
by voting favorably on the selection of 
Cardinal Tisserant, Dean of the Sacred 
College of Cardinals, as one of their 
number (L’Osservatore Romano, N. 
151 [30.723]). He received this acco- 
lade on the twenty-fifth anniversary of 
his elevation to the College of Cardi- 
Of the thirty-four living mem- 
bers, twenty-one were present for the 


nals. 


balloting, and eighteen of these cast 
favorable votes. Figaro, the popular 
Parisian daily, observed that it is es- 
pecially nice for the Academy to have 
a bearded member again. This news- 
paper also remarked that the Cardinal 
had not made the accustomed visits to 
members as required by Academy pro- 
This 


reason it happened, probably cut down 


tocol. omission, for whatever 


the favorable votes. 


Vatican II: 
Enormous Task Completed 


It’s clear that the preliminary work 
in preparation for the forthcoming 
Keumenical Council goes apace. The 
words of John XXIII to the members of 
the Central Commission are one demon- 
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stration of that (L’Osservatore Ro- 
mano, N. 135 [30.707]). Another is the 
completion of the fifteenth and final 
volume acta et documenta of the ante- 
preparatory phase. Take a moment to 
run through just what this means. 
These fifteen volumes inelude 9,520 
pages of material on which the various 
commissions and secretariats are work- 
ing. All except the first are swb secreto. 
This one contains the acta of John 
XXIII and is easily available. Then 
come eight volumes containing the 
opinions of bishops and prelates of the 
world. These “consilia et vota” are set 
forth in thousands of “letters” from the 
Chureh’s hierarchy everywhere (149 
letters from the U.S. bishops). The 
suggestions of the bishops are sum- 
marized, in 8,972 propositions. Of 
these 4,232 suggestions concern doctri- 
nal matters; canon law; the discipline of 
the clergy, laity, and seminarians. The 
remainder of the suggestions, 4,740 all 
told, concern the sacraments; holy 
places; ecclesiastical precepts; divine 
worship; the Church’s magisterium; the 
property and benefices of the Church; 
crimes; missions; movements for Chris- 
tian unity and the charitable and social 
work of the Church. All these letters 
are contained in two volumes. There 
is one volume of the proposita et monita 
of the sacred congregations. And the 
final three volumes in the set contain 
letters sent by Catholic universities and 
faculties throughout the world. 

All-in-all, this series is a splendid 
proof, if one is needed, of how much 
work the officials of Vatican II have 
been putting in on their assignments. 
One feels a sense of awe and profound 
admiration for their dedicated efforts 
to make ready for the fall of 62 when 
the Couneil will, it is believed, con- 
vene. 


Oscar Wilde Die a Catholic? 


A most interesting and fresh bit of 
history has come to light, and it ap- 
peared over the name of Michael Der- 
rick in a recent issue of L’Osservatore 
Romano, via the London Magazine. 

Oscar Fingall O’Flahertie Wills Wilde 
was born in Dublin in 1854 and died in 
Paris in 1900. In The Picture of 
Dorian Gray he wrote: “There is only 
one thing in the world worse than being 
talked about, and that is not being 
talked about.” His life left little to be 
desired, if being talked about was (in 
part) what he wanted. As a youth he 
shocked London with his extreme aes- 
theticism and was made the object of 
a biting satire in Gilbert’s comic opera 
Patience, as Bunthorne, ‘“simpering 
with a lily through Piceadilly.” On a 
tour of the U.S., Wilde showed his 
prowess as a drinker and roustabout in 
the Wild West. He was phenomenally 
successful as a playwright—Lady 
Windermere’s Fan; The Importance of 
Being Earnest, ete. His fall was 
equally memorable, and a court trial 
on a morals charge terminated in a jail 
sentence (ef. The Ballad of Reading 
Gaol). So much for the background. 

After release from prison he retired 
to Paris, and it has been generally be- 
lieved, although rumor occasionally 
hinted otherwise, that he died unrepent- 
ant. The very recent revelations re- 
ported in L’Osservatore Romano show 
something else. 

A priest attended him during his last 
hours—Fr. Cuthbert Dunne, C.P. This 
Irish Passionist priest was thirty-one 
at the time (1900) and he died in 1950 
without having spoken of the death of 





Osear Wilde to anyone: “... what took 
place at the bedside of a dying man was 
a sacred trust and not to be disclosed.” 
Fr. Cuthbert had carefully kept all the 
relevant documents, however, includ- 
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Robert 
Ross, friend and literary executor of 
Wilde, himself a Catholic and the one 
who called the priest. Fr. Cuthbert’s 
confreres prevailed upon him to write 
down the narrative (as much, of course, 


ing his correspondence with 


as sacramental secrecy allowed), and he 
did so in 1945, supplementing it with 
“a lengthy memoir of Osear Wilde, giv- 
ing the history of his various ap- 
Catholic Chureh 
throughout the years.” The Passion- 
ist priest stipulated that none of this 
should be revealed until his own death. 
It is this information which formed the 
basis for the article in the 
official daily. 


proaches to the 


{oman semi- 


Two facts appear: one, that Wilde 
had the firm intention of being received 
into the Church, and would have been 
received in the usual way if death had 
not prevented; two, contrary to what 
has been from time to time rumored, 
Wilde was perfectly aware that the 
sacraments were being administered to 
him and that he attempted to make the 
responses. 

Some three weeks before his fatal ill- 
ness, Wilde declared to a reliable wit- 
ness: ‘‘Much of my moral obliquity is 
due to the fact that my father would 
not allow me to Catholic. 
The artistic side of the Church and the 
fragrance of its teaching would have 
cured my degeneracies. I intend to be 
before long.” He had, on 
several occasions, said as much to his 
friend Robert Ross, who—aware of the 


become a 


received 


artist’s instability—advised him to 
wait. Wilde had remarked: “I wish 
indeed to enter the Catholie Church, 
but at every approach I make, 
stands at the door like an angel with 
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a flaming sword and drives me away.”’ 

In this connection, Fr. Cuthbert 
wrote: “Mr. Ross, who was a convert 
and a good Catholic, told me how much 
he regretted having given this advice. 
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But he feared that Wilde might be only 


in one of his varying moods, and 
that time should be 
allowed to prove the stability of his 
Wilde satisfied himself by 


laying a conscientious obligation on his 


deemed it safer 


resolve. ... 


friend, exacting from him a_ promise 
that if he ever became suddenly ill and 
was in danger of death, the first thing 
he should do was to eall a priest to his 
bedside and have him received into the 
Church. 
two.” 
Karly in November, 1900, Ross called 
on him when passing through Paris. 


This was agreed between the 


Wilde was already feeling ill and, fear- 
ing that something was going to happen, 
reminded his friend of their standing 
Shortly after this, 
notified that Wilde was dying and he 
hurried to the Irish Passionist monas- 
tery for a priest. 


promise. {oss was 


Let’s give the con- 
clusion in Fr. Cuthbert’s own words. 
“When we reached the little bedroom 
of the hotel,” writes the priest who was 
there, “the attendants were requested to 
Robert Ross knelt by the bed- 
side, assisting me as best he could while 
I administered conditional baptism, and 


leave. 


afterwards answering the responses 
while I Extreme Unction to the 
prostrate man and recited the prayers 
for the dying. ... I was fully satisfied 
that he understood me when told that 
into the 


gave 


I was about to receive him 
Catholic Chureh and give him the Last 
Sacraments. ... And when I repeated 
close to his ear the Holy Names, the 
Acts of Contrition, Faith, Hope and 
Charity, with acts of humble resigna- 
tion to the Will of God, he tried all 
through to say the words after me.” 
And Fr. Cuthbert “At a 
later visit I was, if anything, more con- 
vineed as to his inward consciousness. 
At these subsequent visits he repeated 
again and 


concluded: 


the prayers with me ach 


time received absolution.” 
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German Bishops 
and the Eichmann Trial 


The Chureh in Germany must al- 
most constantly be reminded of the 
crimes committed by the Nazis, and 
so Catholics often have opportunity to 
perform penances for the outrages per- 
petrated by Germans in World War II 
(v.g., ef. the penitential procession in 
Berlin, as reported in L’Osservatore 
Romano, N. 77 [30.649]). The irony, 
of course, is that the Catholie Chureh 
itself suffered Nazi 
horrors as the Jews and others did. Of 


from the same 
particular interest, therefore, is the re- 
cent statement of the bishops of Ger- 
many, issued jointly. 

Such deeds as those deseribed in the 
trial of Eichmann only became possible 
“because political leaders tried to 
annul the eternal 
nation must do everything possible to 


laws of God. Our 
make restitution for all the crimes com- 
mitted.” But 
not enough, and the letter called upon 
add to their 
prayers visible signs of active atone- 


material restitution is 


the German people to 


ment, and always to resist any new 
attempts to annul the commandments 
of God. 


man public opinion were asked to keep 


People with influence on Ger- 


alive the of those who “in 


those dark hours of our history risked 


memory 


their lives assisting the persecuted, who 
suffered and often were murdered with 
them.” 


A short while before this, Cardinal 


Doepfner told a large gathering of 
Catholic youth in Berlin: “It will be 
the special task of the younger genera- 
tion to learn from the crimes of the 
past to build new bridges of under- 
standing and to atone for the crimes 
committed.” 


Jacques Cardinal Maritain? 


The eminent living-legend philoso- 
pher, Jaeques Maritain, has achieved 
the highest recognition of any contem- 
porary Catholie intellectual. He is in 
himself. Interestingly 
enough, it has even been reported in 
au Milan weekly (Il Tempo) that Pope 
John XXIII is considering making him 
the first non-priest cardinal since the 
middle of the last century. Aside from 
the fact that Canon Law requires that 
every cardinal nowadays must be at 
least a priest, there is an early tradi- 
tion that demands that a candidate be 
An out-and- 


a ¢lass by 


at least in minor orders. 
out lay cardinal would be a great anom- 
aly indeed—one that not even the 
precedent-shattering John XXIII would 
(most probably) allow. In any case, 
the Jl Tempo canard deserves about as 
much story it 
carried not so long ago to the effect that 
M. Maritain was resolved to join the 
Little Brothers of de Foucauld. Ee- 
clesiastical seuttlebutt has a charm of 
its own, even if it generally proves to 
be something of an old wives’ tale. 


credence as the also 
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Contending Forces in the Soul 


Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 


“Put on the new man” (Epistle). 


OUTLINE: 
(1) Entreaties for allegiance from all sides. 
(2) Contending forces battle in our souls. 
(3) The choosing of God is the choice of 
right reason. 
(4) Conclusion: We cannot be both what 
our better judgment tells us to be and 


what sensual nature inclines us to be. 


We may not be very clear about it, 
but we do hear a great deal today about 
our “national goals” and that this or 
that nation is tending in allegiance to- 
ward the goals of the “free West” or the 
“satellite East.” 
these messages are on all sides and we 


The trumpetings of 


‘an hardly escape the noise of the 
propaganda. But no loudspeaker and 
no television screen urge us to another 
and higher allegiance. The force of 
that message comes not from a crash 
appeal to the senses, but from the far 
more compelling silence of man’s inner- 
most spiritual being. It asks the ques- 
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tions: “For what goal are you striving? 
To what sovereignty are you pledged?” 


CONTENDING FORCES 
IN THE SOUL 


In moments of introspection and of 


decision the soul of every man becomes 
a battlefield on which opposing and 
strong forces contend for mastery. Man 
never makes a decision, pledges an 
allegiance, chooses a set of values but 
that motives for an opposing choice 
I need hardly 
spell this out longer since everyone here 


fight for recognition. 


this morning has been witness to this 
struggle many times in his own life, es- 
pecially in times of temptation. 

In his Epistle read in today’s Mass, 
St. Paul urges us to put off the “old 
man,” to rid ourselves of vice, whether 
it be vice on the sensual level, the vice 
of intellectual pride, or the vice of the 


autonomy of our own wills. We must 





Ost 


WISDOM OF FAITH 


first recognize these vices as belonging 
to our fallen nature, then resolve, as St. 
Paul tells us, never to surrender to 
these inclinations, never to “give place 
to the devil.” This resolution implies a 
regular examination of conscience, a 
regular survey of the condition of our 
soul. Then must follow the resolution 
to “put on the new man which has been 
created according to God in justice and 
holiness of truth.” 

It is rather simple for me to list the 
steps all of us must take in order that 
we may “put on the new man,” but the 
actual doing of it is not quite so simple 
at all. 
mands tremendous courage and patience 


From resolution to action de- 


on our part; above all, it requires the 
help of Almighty God. The Collect of 
our Mass today gives splendid expres- 
sion to our petition for divine assistance 
when it says, “Keep us from all things 
hurtful that being ready both in 
hody and soul (we) may accomplish 


Wisdom of Faith 


OUTLINE: 

(1) The pride of the man “from Missourt.” 

(2) The faith of the ruler. 

(3) Our petition phrased by the Collect. 

(4) Conclusion: The world, relying exclu- 
sively on itself, has not the wisdom 
to profit by its own mistakes, accepts 
the trusting faith of a child in an- 
other human, but mocks man’s trust 


an divine aASSUTANCES, 


Magie is an art that has all but dis- 
appeared from the entertainment scene. 
A generation ago the magician was 
usually at the top of the list of per- 
iormers, and the name of Houdini was 


these things which belong to Your serv- 
ice.” 


MOMENT FOR DECISION 


If we could look beyond the burial of 
our bodies and take comfort in the 
eventual union of our souls with God, 
then we would surely right now take 
steps to arrange the burial, once and 
for all, of whatever would corrupt our 
souls in this life. Resolve now, even as 
I speak, to answer the questions of your 
own consciences as to whether you serve 
vice or virtue. This is the greatest de- 
cision you will ever be called upon to 
make, and it will be the quietest. Let 
the world’s great powers blare their 
propaganda for the allegiance of the 
uncommitted nations; in the solitude of 
your thoughts this morning, make a 
ereater decision, and make it irrevo- 
cably: “Put on the new man which has 
been created according to God in jus- 
tice and holiness of truth.” 


Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost 


.and serve Thee with a quiet mind” (Collect). 


a household familiar. Though today’s 
American is still at a loss to explain 
the rabbit coming out of the hat and the 
same young lady being sawed in half 
several times a day, his ignorance no 
longer causes him to marvel at the feats 
of the sleight-of-hand artist. Modern 
man is a skeptic, something, in fact, of a 
eynic. He would prefer to be known as 
a realist, as the man “from Missouri” 
who has to be shown. When his un- 
aided human reason is unable to grasp 
fully God and the supernatural mys- 
teries, he becomes a skeptic and glories 
in being known as an agnostic. 
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THE RULER’S FAITH 


To such proud and deluded souls 
today’s Mass offers a scorching indict- 
ment. It extols the humility and the 
intelligence behind the “I believe” 
which rests not on human comprehen- 
sion, but on divine assurance. True, 
the end of the Gospel narration reveals 
that the ruler’s child was cured; true, 
our Lord had challenged the ruler by 
suggesting that he would be satisfied 
only by seeing his child actually back 
in the state of good health. But if we 
remember only this, we have missed the 
point of the whole episode. What we 
want to understand clearly is that the 
ruler believed. When Christ heeded 
this father’s plea and told him, “Go thy 
way, thy son liveth,” the man went, 
fully confident that his request had been 
granted. If this were not so, would he 
have departed? Would he not have 
continued to implore the Master to go 
down to his house? Notice, it was only 
after he had aeecepted the assurance of 
Christ and had made the journey home 
that he discovered by a sensible sign 
that the words of promise were fulfilled. 

Each one of us should ask of our 
Lord the same favor the ruler asked. 
Whereas the ruler asked for a physical 
cure, we should ask for spiritual health. 


“. .. AND SERVE THEE 

WITH A QUIET MIND” 

The Collect of today’s Mass mag- 
nificently phrases that request: “Grant 
... pardon and peace that... (we) 
may both be cleansed from sins and 
serve Thee with a quiet mind.” And 
when we make this petition, let our atti- 
tude be that of the ruler who was per- 
fectly content with divine assurance 
and needed no further proof, no im- 
mediate sensible sign. How very many 
there are who would prefer to work 
things out for themselves as though 
there were no God eager to be of help 
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in return only for a sign of faith! These 
are the same ones who only get deeper 
and deeper into insecurity, then wonder 
why they have no peace of the “quiet 
mind.” 

In today’s Epistle, St. Paul continues 
where he left off last Sunday. There 
you will recall that he listed vices to be 
avoided, and he counseled us to put off 
the old man and put on the new. St. 
aul today continues a list of vices 
which we must avoid. He further 
counsels us again to discover the great- 
est truth for our living here, namely 
knowledge of the will of God. If we 
would again this week examine our con- 
sciences, resolve to resist the evil in- 
clinations of our nature, resolve more 
positively to follow the will of God, 
then we are taking steps to effect a 
spiritual cure. Then, with the ruler 
who asked for the health of his child, 
we may go to the Divine Healer and beg 
for His help in our spiritual regenera- 
tion, asking that “we may both be 
cleansed from sins and serve Thee with 
a quiet mind.” 


WISDOM OF FAITH 


Over and above all this, however, is 
one very special lesson to be learned 
today. The sophisticates and the 
cynics of today’s world have not come 
to the point where they mock the trust- 
ing faith of a little child in its parents. 
With all the material progress man has 
made through the sciences, that same 
man is admittedly more troubled in 
mind and soul than ever before. For all 
its failures, the world still relies on it- 
self exclusively. This is a strange form 
of intelligence which will not profit by 
its mistakes. Though men will not 
criticize the trusting faith of a child in 
another human, it is still cynical about 
man’s trust in God. This is the great 
wisdom, that there is nothing more cer- 








MY OWN STEWARDSHIP 


tain than what has the guarantee of 
divine assurance. Faith in God is 
man’s greatest wisdom. It is said so 
wonderfully by St. Paul in the Epistle 
read in today’s Mass: “See to it, there- 


My Own Stewardship 


fore, brethren, that you walk with care: 
not as unwise, but as wise, making the 
most of your time, because the days are 
evil. Therefore, do not become foolish, 
but understand what the will of God is.” 


Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost 


“So also my heavenly Father will do to you, if you do not each forgive your 


brothers from your heart” (Gospel). 


OUTLINE: 
(1) Ownership vs. stewardship. 
(2) Merciful king and unforgiving servant. 
(3) God is not Mercy to the exclusion of 
Justice; nor is He Justice to the ex- 
clusion of Me rey. 
(4) My own stewardship. 


(5) Conclusion: In my own dealings with 


the Creator, I should be guided by 
the strictest justice, at least; in deal- 
ing with my fellow stewards, I should 
let mercy temper justice. 


In reciting the Apostles’ Creed, all 
Christians acknowledge that God is 
All things 
created, therefore, belong to God, and 
we say that God has direct, or absolute, 
dominion things. This, of 

very lives, our 
Man, on the other 
hand, has indirect dominion over crea- 
tion; he is God’s appointed steward, and 
the rule according to which he must con- 


Creator of heaven and earth. 


over all 
course, includes our 


bodies and our souls. 


duet that stewardship is the will of God. 
EXTENT OF MERCY 


In today’s Gospel we have a very 
interesting parable with a very clear 
lesson. A servant owed his king ten 
talents, amounts to 
In offer- 
ing this parable to His hearers, our 


which 
about twelve million dollars. 


thousand 


Lord used this exaggerated sum to make 
unmistakable. When the 
servant was unable to pay this tre- 


his lesson 


mendous debt, the king ordered the 
servant and his family to be sold into 
slavery, the cruel custom of the East 
at that time. However, when the serv- 
ant begged for an extension of time to 
make good the loan, the king was merci- 
ful—so merciful, in fact, that he can- 
celled the debt. 

Now the same servant, who had just 
been shown mercy, went out to collect 
a debt which amounted to about seven- 
teen dollars in our money. Unable at 
once to collect this relatively paltry 
sum from a fellow servant, the forgiven 
man turned on his fellow in anger and 
When the king 
heard of this, he had the unmerciful 
servant put to the torture. 


began to choke him. 


“AS WE FORGIVE THOSE. . .” 


It was the question of St. Peter which 
brought out this lesson from our Lord. 
Peter had asked, “How often shall my 
brother sin against me, and I forgive 
him? Up to seven times?” But Jesus 
corrected him and said, “I do not say to 
thee seven times, but seventy times 
seven times.”’ Our Lord set no limit to 
charity and mercy. 

It is most important that we under- 
stand that the God of Mercy is also the 
God of Justice. Notice that the two 
unforgivable sins are presumption and 
despair, both related to divine mercy. 
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If we think of God as being only Mercy, 
that He will countenance any wrong by 
His creatures, we are guilty of pre- 
sumption. In effect, this is to consider 
(iod as foolish, to take advantage of 
Him, to forget that he is also the God 
of Justice. The other sin, despair, is 
to consider God only as Justice and to 
forget that His counsels and His life 
on earth inelude merey. One sin is to 
forget merey; the other is to consider 
nothing but mercy. 

The king in the parable extended 
merey, but when he learned that his 
servant did not profit at all by the ex- 
ample, he became a king of justice. In 
the Our Father we pray, “As we forgive 
those who trespass against us.” I think 
it would cause a number of us to 
shudder if we felt that God would be as 
merciful to us in the proportion that 
we are merciful to our fellow humans. 


MY OWN STEWARDSHIP 


Let us turn now to ourselves as stew- 
How often is 
it forgotten that God alone is owner of 
what He made! 


ards of God’s creation. 


The young mother or 
the unmarried girl who is about to have 
a child which she doesn’t want acts as 
an unfaithful steward when she seeks 
out an abortionist, and the number of 
abortions in this country is a national 
scandal. That young woman does not 
have dominion over her own life, to say 
nothing of the life of the undelivered 
child. This is a serious breach of the 
obligation of stewardship, acting as if 
man were the creator of life. And this 
is precisely the sinful nature of suicide, 
murder, self-multilation. 

Is my body my own or do I have 
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merely stewardship? Acting as if I had 
complete dominion accounts for the 
sins against the flesh, the widespread 
evil of birth-prevention. And so with 
the soul. My faculties of intellect and 
will were given to me to discover God’s 
will and to choose it in every decision. 
I do not have the right to think what 
I want, as if my mind were mine alone, 
to choose what I want as if God had no 
rights of will. 
Everything I am, everything I have— 
all these belong to God. 


ownership over my 
I was merely 
given the use of my being and of crea- 
tures to find my way home. I am a 
cood steward only if I act in accordance 
with the will of the Creator of all 
things. 

Where does justice and mercy come 
into my stewardship? The best steward 
in this life is one who practices justice 
in his own personal relations with the 
Creator, who tempers justice with 
merey in dealing with his fellow stew- 
When, for example, I examine 
and I should keep 
close and frequent tabs on myself in the 
discharge of my responsibility—then I 
ought to examine myself solely against 
the virtue of justice. In dealing with 
others, however, like the king in the 
parable, I should extend the virtue of 
merey. In this way we may all feel 
more secure when we ask the Creator 
to “forgive us our trespasses as we for- 


ards. 
my own conscience 


give those who trespass against us.” If 
we follow this rule, we need hardly 
shudder at the warning which our Lord 
gives at the end of the Gospel: ‘So also 
my heavenly Father will do to you, if 
you do not each forgive your brothers 
from your heart.” 





PROPER SENSE OF VALUES 


Proper Sense of Values 


Twenty-second Sunday after Pentecost 


“Render, therefore, to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s and to God 
the things that are God’s” (Gospel). 


OUTLINE: 

(1) No matter how familiar the Epistle and 
Gospel may be to us, there ts much 
spiritual advice in each hearing. 

(2) The imbalance in serving Caesar to the 
virtual exclusion of God; the sin in 
serving Caesar by violation of the 
commandments of God. 

(3) Conclusion: We can restore the proper 
balance between service of God and 
Caesar by examination of conscience 
regularly and by resolution aided by 
the grace of God whom the Collect 
calls “our refuge and strength.” 

After years of attending Sunday 

Mass, there develops a certain famili- 
arity with the Epistle and Gospel of the 
Mass. As the priest reads the opening 
words, a spark of recognition in ignited. 
The memory fairly accurately recalls 
the whole content of the assigned pas- 
sage. Too often, I am afraid, at that 
point the inclination is to say, “O, yes, 
this is the one about such and such; I 
If this is the 
reaction, the tendency often is to let the 
mind wander, to fail to pay due atten- 


know what is coming.” 


tion to what is being read. Such a re- 
action is obviously a hindrance to the 
spiritual guidanee which the reading of 
Scripture is intended to provide. The 
Kpistles and Gospels were intended not 
only for those to whom they were origi- 
nally written or spoken; the message 
they contain and lesson they impart is 
for you and me in our own day every bit 
as much as for the people of the early 
Church. 


POOR SENSE OF VALUES 


One of the best known and most fre- 
quently quoted of the Sunday gospels 


is that of this morning’s Mass. The 
lesson which our divine Master draws 
from the Roman coin presented to Him 
contains a moral, the ignorance of which 
explains much of the imbalance found 
in the world today. While Christ made 
it perfectly clear that the obligation to 
Caesar and to God each stood on its 
own proper rights, today we tend to 
emphasize one to the detriment of the 
other. The lesson the world so badly 
needs is the lesson of proper propor- 
tion in our obligations to God and 
Caesar. 


INORDINATE SERVICE 
TO THE STATE 


On one side of the scale of human 
activity we find inordinate service of 
and dedication to the State. Though 
this is immediately recognized as the 
evil of world Communism, we do find it 
in the citizenry even of our own be- 
loved Republic. It first manifests itself 
in a blind allegiance to political party 
or political leader; it then shows forth 
in advoeating and supporting State ac- 
tivities that enroach upon the area of 
God. So unbalanced are such partisans 
that they support the policies of “their 
man” or “their party” even though 
they be conscious of the wrong or 
danger therein inherent. Supporters 
such as these labor under a false and 
inordinate sense of political: loyalty. 
It behooves such people to recognize 
that all State policies and programs are 
to be supported only if morality is 
coupled with the expedient; must be 
rejected if they show no concern for 
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moral rightness. Too often do we see 
spiritual rights violated in such a way 
as to deprive the realm of God of the 
security and freedom it should have. 
Consider the concerted efforts of very 
small groups—sometimes even of an 
individual—to secularize our govern- 
mental and educational policies. Our 
nation’s traditional customs of Bible 
reading, daily publie prayer, Christmas 
observances, reference to or invocation 
of the Deity in courts and legislative 
halls, basie Christian moral education 
—all these are opposed and, sad to say, 
in many eases opposed successfully, so 
that the right of God to be acknowl- 
edged at least is denied. 

SINFUL SERVICE 

OF THE STATE 

Then there is the other side of the 
coin: the failure to render to just gov- 
ernment what is its due. 
fishness many citizens deny the State 
Government 


Through sel- 


its due by defrauding it. 
workers loaf on the job or do political 
or personal tasks on government time. 
Taxpayers deliberately falsify tax re- 
Contractors pay bribes to have 
It is fairly 
course, that 


turns. 
inferior work approved. 
common experience, of 
these people, who will not render Caesar 
his due, also fail to attend and support 
churches as places of worship. 


King of Kings 


TOWARD BALANCED VALUES 


In our personal lives justice demands 


that we give proper recognition to 
Caesar and to God, to the things of 
of the body and to the things of the 
soul, to the temporal and to the eternal, 
to the means and to the end. Justice 
demands that we so live now as ulti- 
mately to be united to God. 

This 


owed to God and to Caesar demands 


proper rendering of what is 


regular examination of conscience, 
honest appraisal of our sense of values, 
painstaking resolve to root out the 
vicious and aecentuate the virtuous. 
By this combat within ourselves can 
we bury that old man, which is inordi- 
nate attachment and loyalty to the 
worldly, and put on the new man 
clothed in the garment of virtue. If 
we make this daily examination of con- 
science and this daily resolve, we have 
the assurance of God’s help in St. Paul’s 
Epistle read this morning: “God who 
hath begun a good work in you will per- 
feet it 
better things . 


that you may approve the 
.. filled with the fruit of 

feeall the Colleet 
God: “our 
What more 


Proper relationship to God 


justice 
prayer’s description of 
refuge and strength... .” 
do we need? 


must result in due justice to Caesar. 


Feast of Christ the King 


“My kingdom is not of this world” (Gospel). 


OUTLINE: 

(1) After considering the nature of the bat- 
tle during the Sundays of October, 
today we give thought to our Leader. 

(2) Chronicles of the past give us a better 
understanding of the loyalty of sub- 


jects to a king. 
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(3) Christ is King of kings and Lord of 
lords. 
(4) “Either you are with me or against me.” 
(5) Conclusion: As subjects given a dig- 
nity a little less than that of the an- 
gels and made to the image of the 
King, let us daily renew our vows of 
allegiance to the King and His cause. 





WwW 
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KING OF KINGS 


During these Sundays of October we 
have taken the Mass of the day and 
applied its lessons to our personal lives. 
We have tried to do this under the gen- 
eral theme of a combat—combat with 
one’s own rebellious self, combat with 
the world which would defeat us in the 
struggle to reach our supernatural goal 
and hold us eaptive in its own camp. 
We have pictured life as a warfare, 
victory in which can come only from 
dedication based on justice. 

But who ean picture a warfare— 
whether it be an individual soldier 
fighting for his own survival or a whole 
army locked in mortal combat—who 
ean picture a warfare without a leader 
who galvanizes his men into a do-or-die 
fighting foree, a leader whose idealism 
and identification with the cause is the 
image Which inspires his subjects and 
the bond which unites them in their 
difficult pursuit? 

Thus it is fitting that we bring to a 
close this series of considerations upon 
the Christian’s battle for the heavenly 
kingdom on the Feast of Christ the 
King. 

History gives us a better understand- 
ing of the meaning of a king than does 
our contemporary world. In its real 
sense, a king is the supreme temporal 
authority over his subjects. Tradition- 
ally, subjects have shown a deeper and 
more devoted attachment to great kings 
than is displayed today by the people 
of the world to their rulers. Even such 
absolute monarchs, however, have been 
rulers of a limited number of people. 
They may expect loyalty and homage 
only from the subjects of the nations 
they rule. 

KING OF KINGS 

When we speak of Christ as our King, 
we acknowledge His complete dominion 
over us and our total subjection to Him. 
But with Christ we go further than men 


have gone in obedience to kings of this 


world. Not only is He the Master of 
our material being; He is also the 
Sovereign of our souls. Not only is He 
a king over a segment of the people, 
but indeed of all peoples. To Christ, 
and to Christ alone, can be given the 
most regal title: ‘King of kings and 
Lord of lords.” 

As peoples of the earth are divided 
into distinct groups by the civil sov- 
ereign by whom they are ruled, these 
same peoples are identified as of the one 
and same group by their spiritual King, 
for only under Him can the divergent 
groups become one in faith, one in hope, 
and one in loyal love. For these are the 
mandates He gives to His subjects, the 
code by which they profess allegiance to 
Him. 


“EITHER YOU ARE WITH ME... .” 


We who bear the name of such an ex- 
alted King—the Christian people—we 
cannot be creditable subjects unless we 





accept His decrees and, by executing 
them, acknowledge His Kingship over 
our daily lives. We cannot profess 
loyalty with a nameplate or by lip- 
service while, by consorting with His 
enemies, we give comfort to the cam- 
paign they wage against Him. For it is 
this selfless Monarch who said, “Either 
you are with me or against me.” 

How does the Christian in the 
twentieth century recognize the desires 
of his Monarch? Most obviously, 
through the voice of His kingdom here 
on this earth, the Chureh which He 
founded: through the directives and ad- 
monitions of those ambassadors whom 
He designates as His plenipotentiaries 
—the Pope and his fellow bishops in 
communion with him. The fidelity of a 
subject to the supreme kingship of 
Christ can and must be measured by 
one yardstick only: submission to the 
Church and acceptance of her teachings. 
How ill it behooves one who would be 
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a Christian to be a eritie of his Chureh’s 
divinely inspired wisdom! How incon- 
gruous for a combatant in the army of 
Christ to parrot the ideology of the 
opposition camp! Despicable is the 
traitor who sells out his country to 
enemy agents; twice despicable one who 
would Chureh for 
wordly acceptance! And yet, the king- 
dom of Christ on earth has never been 


compromise — his 


free of the image of Judas. 
TRAITORS TO THE KING 


Through history we can find this 
treachery taking various forms. In our 
own day the Church has had to speak 
out against its manifestation in a trend 
which would more closely identify the 
tenets of the Church with the principles 
of the worldly, and this for no better 
reason than the respectability of hu- 
man acceptance. The beliefs and tradi- 
tions, as well as the liturgical forms, 
which have been the heritage of the 
Church over the centuries, cannot be 
bartered for novelties. What a pity 
that subjects of the King would effect 
a truce with the supporters of the 
What a distortion of the motto 
emblazoned on the Christian’s battle 
shield: “Charity, always; compromise, 
never!” 


world! 


The applause of the world is 
for its own! 

The Kingdom of Christ is and always 
will be one which is founded on and is 


a reflection of truth, for only truth un- 
adulterated can withstand all assaults 
and outlast all adversaries. 


Nor ean 
one who will compromise his own doc- 
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trinal or moral principles be further 
reliable as a soldier of the heavenly 
King. Even as the combatants in mor- 
tal battle many times cannot under- 
stand the strategy of their leaders or 
fathom the wisdom of their plans, many 
times also must the true Christian be 
led by a faith which supersedes his 
human wisdom. If on the battlefield of 
military conflict each soldier fought 
only when the tactics agreed with his 
own ideas and deserted when they did 
not, chaos would prevail, his cause 
would be lost, and his king would go 
down to defeat. 
ual kingdom must disdain be heaped 
upon the Christian who would put his 


So, too, in the spirit- 


own wisdom above that of the eternal 
King, make his own wants superior to 
the higher commands. Such are the 
Christians who would excuse their com- 
promises, their immoralities on the pre- 
tense that Christian morality is out- 
moded for this modern world. 


RENEWAL OF ALLEGIANCE 


Let those of us who earry in ow 
hearts and souls the battle sears of the 
eood fight never lose sight of the end 
for which the combat is done. The 
Christian is enlisted under a King who 
commissions him with a dignity just a 
little less than the angels and in the 
image of the King Himself. 
dedicated allegiance to the King of 
kings and Lord of lords never falter 


May our 


until we have enjoyed at last the place 
Ile has prepared for all who love Him. 
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The Classroom Teacher 


and Physical Education 


By RT. REV. MSGR. PAUL E. CAMPBELL, A.M., Litt.D., Ed.D. 


HE PHYSICAL FITNESS of Amer- 


ican boys and girls is a matter of great 
interest to all those who are concerned 
with the education of these boys and 
virls. For several decades school ad- 
ministrators have initiated studies in 
this field. 
of the fitness of American and European 
known as the Kraus- 
Weber study, published its findings. 


In 1954 a comparative study 
boys and girls, 


This study revealed that European boys 
and girls far surpassed American boys 
and girls in the degree of physical fit- 
ness they had achieved. The findings 
of the 
teachers and 


study convinced American 


educators that drastic 
measures must be taken in an attempt 
to bring the voung of America up to 
the physieal standard achieved — in 
Furope. 

President Kisenhower was one of the 
first to take up the problem of restoring 
to American youth their God-given gift 
of sound minds in sound bodies. He 
President’s 

All the national youth- 


appointed a Council on 
Youth Fitness. 
serving organizations announced varied 
None of 


however, concerned itself 


and diverse plans for action. 
these plans, 
with any segment of the Catholie school 
The fact that the Catholie 


school population was quite generally 


population. 


ignored in the planning to restore phys- 
ical fitness to youth stirred certain 
edueators and 


Catholic particularly 


those connected with departments of 
health and physieal education to de- 
velop a national program of physical 
edueation for Catholie boy and girls. 





Pastor, Editor of The Catholie Edu- 
eator, author of texts for schools, for- 
merly Superintendent of Schools in the 
Pitisburgh diocese, Msgr. Campbell is 
Vice-President General of N.C.E.A. 





DI FILIPPO’S CONCERN 

Among those who took part in this 
ereat work was Victor J. Di Filippo of 
Seton Hall University, South Orange, 
Dr. Di Filippo has been 
professionally Catholic 
education for the past thirty years. He 


New Jersey. 


engaged in 


came twenty-three years ago to Seton 
Hall University as Professor of Educa- 
tion and Director of the Department of 
Health and Physical Edueation. Re- 
cently he called together a small group 


of professional Catholie educators who 
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showed evidence of their coneern for 
the pupils of our Catholic schools. 
These invited persons joined Dr. Di 
Filippo in developing a national pro- 
gram of physical education for Catholic 
boys and girls. They formed the Na- 
tional Council on Physien! Edueation, 
Health, and Recreation. 

In October, 1959, the Director of the 
National Council presented the Coun- 
cil’s program to the Physical Education 
Committee of the Department of Super- 
intendents of the National Catholic 
Educational Association. This Physi- 
eal Education Committee quickly rec- 
ognized the need and value of sueh a 
program as that proposed by the Na- 
tional Council. Since that time mem- 
bers of the Physical Education Com- 
mittee, NCEA, have assisted the Coun- 
cil in implementing the development ot 
its program. The National Council 
consulted also the Elementary Schoo! 
Department of the NCEA. 

In a letter to the present writer, Pro- 
fessor Di Filippo offers these comments: 


Statistics reveal that the over- 
whelming majority of boys and girls 
in our country receive no continuous, 
teacher-directed Physical Education. 
As a matter of fact, it seems that the 
responsibility for such education has 
been passed on to commercial vendors 
of breakfast foods and athletie-equip- 
ment manufacturers—hardly — the 
kind of inspirational leadership so 
urgently needed today. Recognizing 
this untenable situation, the National 
Council, through its Catholie School 
Services, is offering year-round pro- 
grams and services in Physical Ed- 
ueation which will train every Cath- 
olic elementary classroom teacher in 
basie skills and methods of teaching 
Physical Education. 


The Council operates on the basic 
premise that the classroom teacher 
ean best integrate the work of her 
students if she teaches all the phases 
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of the program, and, because she 
knows the children better, she is 
therefore the ideal and logical person 
to teach Physical Education. Cath- 
olic youth fitness is our responsibility 
und its success depends on the sus- 
tuined interest of each teacher, on the 
cooperation of every elementary 
school, and on the support, enthu- 
siasm, and personal endorsement of 
each superintendent. 


DI FILIPPO’S AIMS 


Dr. Di Filippo outlines his philosophy 
of physical education through his de- 
finition of it and his description of the 
aim, the purpose, and the general ob- 
jectives of physical edueation. He 
calls physical education that phase of 
total edueation which deals primarily 
with large-musele activity and is de- 
signed to provide for the individual op- 
portunity for vigorous psychomotor 
and organic development, training in 
suitable social conduct, moral and spir- 
itual fitness, and a satisfying repertoire 
of skills for leisure-time use. The great 
sim of physical education is to enable 
the child to make maximum use of 
knowledge, attitudes, skills, and habits 
so that they may be able to act in situa- 
tions that are physically wholesome, 
mentally stimulating and satisfying, 
socially sound, and morally and _ spir- 
itually proper. 

Physical education has as its purpose 
to serve as a learning experience in 
which physical skills are taught, as 
well as knowledge, habits, and attitudes 
conducive to optimum health. It should 
he noted that the providing of the op- 
portunities for the leisurely practice 
and enjoyment of the skills learned is 
the responsibility of the parents, home, 
CYO, recreation departments, and 
other youth-serving agencies. 

Catholie teachers and edueators are 
assured that the National Couneil is 
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guided by the same sound philosophy 
and the policies of the National Cath- 
olic Edueational Association and the 
National Education Association. The 
objectives of the National Council’s 


Catholic School Services are: 


1. To aid the individual teacher in 
teaching a comprehensive and pro- 
gressively planned program of 
suitable physical education ac- 
tivities for the school year; 

2. To assist the individual schools 
with the operation of a coordi- 

comprehensive, and_ bal- 
anced plan of physical education; 
and 

3. To aid Catholic boys and girls 


nated, 


achieve optimum health in order 
that they may become more artic- 
ulate and inspirational in the ex- 
pression of their parish life. 


IMPLEMENTATION 


The Catholie School Services of 
the National Council inelude: 


1. The “Phys Ed Specialist Thru- 
the-Mail” twice a month (copy 
for each teacher in the school). 

2. A Teacher’s Manual on Physieal 
Kdueation for Catholic Elemen- 
tary Classroom Teachers. 

3. Program material for school ree- 
reation activities, demonstrations, 
exhibitions, and holiday celebra- 

Health Units and Sports 

Bulletins will be made available 


tions. 


regularly to member-schools. 

4. Participation in the National 
Council’s Physical Fitness Testing 
Program, including free’ awards 
for every qualifying student. 

5. National Council phonograph ree- 
ords for folk dances, rhythms, 
marches, calisthenie progressions, 
and singing games. 

6. Consultation and reference serv- 


ices to assist with the solution of 
problems in the field of Catholic 
school health, physical education, 
and recreation. 

Evaluation and interpretation of 
representative Catholic school pro- 
grams in health and physical ed- 
ucation. | Recommendations for 
improvement of instruction. 


~ 


8. Interschool exchange service pro- 
viding for exchange and _inter- 
change of programs. 

9. Professional advisory service on 
gyi construction and gym re- 


modelling. 


ENDORSEMENT 


Executive Director Di Filippo has 
addressed a letter to Catholie school 
superintendents in which he calls to 
their attention the recommendation and 
endorsement of the National Council’s 
Physical Education Programs and 
Services by the Committee on Moral 
Problems recently sent to all Superin- 
tendents of Schools by the NCEA: 


At the request of the National Of- 
fice, the Committee has renewed the 
services now being offered to Catholic 
Schools by the National Council on 
Physical Education, Health, and 
Recreation, and submits the following 
report. The principal purpose of the 
National Council on Physical Eduea- 
tion, Health, and Recreation is to 
provide expert guidance and teaching 
aids to Catholic elementary schools 
that do not have a trained physical 
education specialist as a staff mem- 
ber. The vehicle for supplying such 
service is “The Physical Education 
Specialist Thru-the-Mail,” a twice- 
monthly publication of the Council 
that contains practical lesson guides 
for all elementary school grades. 
After examining a certain number of 
issues of “The Physical Education 
Specialist Thru-the Mail,” the Com- 
mittee recommends that Superintend- 
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ents give this publication serious 
consideration as a possible solution 
for the lack of trained personnel in 
elementary school physical education, 
health, and recreation. The Council 
also publishes a “School Manual on 
Physical Education for the Classroom 
Teacher.” The contents of this Man- 
ual are of general nature useful to 
all teachers. 


PHYSICAL EDUCATION: 
PART OF THE WHOLE 


The Committee on Terminology, 
American Physical Edueation Asso- 
ciation, has given us a definition of 
physical edueation. It is a teaching 
process which provides opportunity for 
participation in a variety of activities 
through which are promoted normal 
growth and development, including 
mental development, skills, emotional 
expression and control, and understand- 
ing of individual and social relation- 
ships. 

Edueation in America has a respon- 
sibility, as have other great social in- 
stitutions, to help boys and girls to live 
effectively in the society in which they 
live, move, and have their being. Such 
living implies the full development of 
all the individual’s potentialities— 
physical, social, emotional, moral, 
spiritual, and mental. Physical educa- 
tion is that area of edueation which 
deals with the body in action or in 
movement and it contributes to the 
complete education of the individual 
through large-muscle activities and the 
associated knowledges, attitudes, ap- 
preciations, and undertakings. 

Science, particularly biology and 
psychology, has demonstrated that the 
individual is a unity at all times, a 
unique living organism which grows at 
a velocity and in a rhythm peculiarly 
its own. This concept of the unity of 


the organism impels teachers to realize 


that mind and body cannot be sepa- 
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rated. All learning takes place through 
the body, and, in that sense, all educa- 
tion is body education. Of all the areas 
of edueation, physical education is 
significantly that area which deals con- 
stantly with the child in his most dy- 
namic learning, as he moves, sees, feels, 
and thinks in situations of social and 
dynamic import. In this educative 
process teachers use as tools large- 
muscle experiences, such as play, games, 
rhythmies—experiences which — are 
deeply rooted in the biological and 
cultural inheritance. 

The experiences gained in solving the 
problems involved in organizing a free- 
play period, in playing a ball game, in 
creating a rhythmic composition, in 
mastering a stunt or in serving as a 
leader is a valuable contribution to a 
well-rounded education. —§ Obviously, 
the teacher should be concerned with 
the total learning situation, the attitude 
of the children toward each other, the 
human values which are stressed, the 
kind of physical environment, the psy- 
chological and emotional atmosphere; 
consequently, related factors materially 
affeet the kind of learning that goes on. 
Feelings of well-being, enjoyment of 
activity for itself, the sense of move- 
ment as an art, the maintenance of 
rhythm of aetivity and rest, the fun in 
play that is shared—these are the kinds 
of satisfactions boys and girls may find 
in the physical edueation program. 

An effective program of physieal ed- 
neation should develop within the ehil- 
dren a deep respect for the human or- 
ganism as a wonderful instrument, 
delicate, yet unbelievably strong and 
enduring if given the eare and training 
it deserves, with marvelous powers to 
work, rest, play, relax, create, think, 
and do. It is the privilege of teachers to 
inspire pupils with the concept of what 
physical education as a way of living 
can mean throughout their lives. 
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PROGRAM FOR YOUR SCHOOL 


Dr. Di Filippo has a thorough under- 
standing of the problems of the Catholic 
school. He has established a program 
that can be made effective by any in- 
telligent teacher. Writes Di Filippo: 


Where no physical education pro- 
gram previously existed, the National 
Council today is making possible 
highly effective physical edueation 
programs in hundreds of schools in 
dioceses throughout the nation taught 
by thousands of classroom teachers 
who never taught physical education 
before. The Couneil’s supplying of 
necessary  materials—lesson — plans, 
manuals, teaching aids (phonograph 
records, ete.), basic sports equipment 
kit, and providing what is virtually 
& year-round in-service training of 
all teachers through the medium of 
“The Physical Edueation Specialist 
Thru-the-Mail”—surely guarantees 
the successful conduct of physical 
education at an “irreducible mini- 
mum’ cost—in most schools at less 
than a few pennies per student per 
month. Best of all, no facilities are 
needed for the Council’s program. 


All school administrators and class- 
room teachers alike have as a first aim 
the complete edueation of the ehild. 
There is no complete education of the 
child unless he is subjected to a physical 
Without this im- 
portant phase of education the child is 
stunted 


education program. 


morally, emotionally, intel- 
leetually, physically, even spiritually. 
that 
tional research supports the belief that 


We have seen extensive eduea- 
mental alertness is directly related to 
physical fitness. The Romans may not 
have been the first to find this out, but 
they froze the finding in an axiom: 
Mens sana in corpore sano. 

It is said by many writers that the 
majority of elementary schools neglect 
Why? 
Chiefy because the teacher feared that 


or omit physical education. 


he did not have the proper equipment 


Dr. Di 
Filippo has removed the barrier that 


for it or the skill to teach it. 


once threatened the teacher by evolving 
a plan that would give an ideal physical 
education program, a program that is 
conducted cooperatively by the class- 
room teacher and the physical educa- 
tion specialist, in the form of semi- 
monthly Lesson Guides offered by his 
publication, “The Physical Education 
Specialist Thru-the-Mail.” 


KEY TO THE SITUATION: 
THE CLASSROOM TEACHER 


An important and necessary step in 
getting this program started is for the 
classroom teacher to develop an ap- 
preciation and understanding of physi- 
eal education as a subject area packed 
with powerful teaching devices and 
thrilling experiences which will not only 
hold the interest of the youngster, but 
will lead him to more vibrant health. 
With the aid of Dr. Di Filippo’s Lesson 
(juides mentioned above and his Physi- 
eal Edueation Manual and other cor- 
related NACO physical education serv- 
ices and materials, especially designed 
for the classroom teaching situation, the 
classroom teachers emerge as the one 
professional group with whom lies the 
future of American youth fitness. 

The classroom teacher is the key to 
the situation. If he or she has a com- 
prehensive grasp of child psychology 
and will make use of the services and 
programs and the implementation ma- 
terials supplied by the National Coun- 
cil, there is no doubt that the classroom 
teacher can successfully conduct a 
class in physical education. 

The teacher who has observed chil- 
dren as they grow and mature need not 
be told that play as an activity of the 
hig muscles and the nerve centers which 
control them is the main business of the 
child, as it is of the young of animals. 
It is of great importance that every 
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child should learn to play and should 
enjoy play. Parents and teachers will 
see to it that he does not go to ex- 
tremes and will permit him to play as 
vigorously as his health and constitu- 
He must learn to play 
fairly as a member of the group and 
must be taught to observe the rules of 
Physical eduea- 


tion permit. 


true sportsmanship. 
tion activities under proper direction 
make for desirable traits of character. 
Play activities ean build in the child 
attitudes and habits which remain of 
value to him throughout his adult life. 

Finally, the National Council reas- 


sures the teacher that the absence of a 
gymnasium as such, which is the rule 
rather than the exception, need not be 
considered a serious obstacle to the con- 
duct of physical edueation. The Coun- 
cil’s definition of a gym is “any area, 
indoor or outdoor, which ean be adapted 
to physical education activities—empty 


rooms, ¢lassrooms, corridors, courts, 


basement rooms, outdoor play areas, 
parking lots, nearby parks, publie- 
owned recreation areas, ete.” The 


Council reminds the teacher that the 
luxury of a gymnasium is relatively un- 
important. 


Communications from Our Readers 


(Continued from page 1120) 


proportion of ministers are in the serv- 
ice. 

Because the priest has always com- 
pleted four years of post-graduate 
study after college and has had three 
years of experience, he is never given 
an initial grade lower than Captain— 
in the Air Foree. This is at least a 
step in the right direction. 

The Army speaks of its solicitude for 
the morale and spiritual well-being of 
its personnel, including Catholies. If 
the Army will demonstrate its concern 
concretely by giving Catholic priests a 
rank in the military community that 
civilian 


their position in 


society, and if it will take steps to 


resembles 


correct some of the other annoyances, 
it will have more priests. 
SACERDOS 


Riposte to “‘Sacerdos”’ 
DITOR: 


We observe that, like the perennial 
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“John Doe,” 
appear in our ecclesiastical journals an 
This 


resorting to anonymity certainly at least 


there does occasionally 
anonymous Father ‘“Sacerdos.” 


exonerates a letter-writer from the sus- 
picion or allegation of exhibitionism, 
and it could be the mark of humility. 
But it is regrettable that in a friendly 
discussion among fellow priests in a 
magazine for priests that one or other 
of the parties does not sign his name, 
especially when circumstances are such 
that no embarrassment to self or others 
would be involved. Mutatis mutandis, 
we believe this discussion would warrant 
We are al- 


ways anxious to know how old or young, 


signatures by both parties. 


mature or immature, experienced or in- 
experienced a “sacerdos” is, so that due 
allowance may be made even though: an 
unsigned letter does often offer a clue. 
Our kind confrere in his criticism of 
makes several pertinent 
points in his letter. We 
discuss these points in the order in 


our thesis 
herewith 








COMMUNICATIONS FROM OUR READERS 


which they appeared in the foregoing: 


First of all, a great many priests in 
civilian life may caleulate that they 
have the spiritual care of as many or 
more souls in their civilian work than 
they would have in the service. This 
is a reason overlooked. 


Resp: It was not a reason overlooked 
in our original letter. We intimated 
everything that Sacerdos mentions here 
when we spoke of the great need for 
priests and vocations in all priestly 
work, in all cities and in all dioceses and 
religious communities. Again we re- 
iterate that 


women have souls also. 


servicemen and_ service 
Furthermere, 
the environment of cantonment life to- 
gether with the lack of spiritual and 
moral safeguards usually found in ci- 
villian communities and in the home 
would seem to us to argue even more 
strongly for a greater number of young 
chaplains, 


There are a few nuisances in the 
service that give them (young priests) 
. the priest is respected and 
looked up to as an elder in the com- 
munity... 


pause . 


Resp: All priests everywhere run into 
nuisances. So, is the Armed Forces 
chaplain not looked up to, not respeeted 
as an elder? As a matter of reeord and 
fuct, ask any current chaplain of any 
nurmed foree service or ask any ex-chap- 
lain, and they will testify that hundreds 
of General Officers and other not so high 
ranking military authorities not of the 
Catholic faith more often than not 
would seek out the Catholie chaplain 
beeause of this high respeet and regard 
these service personnel have for the 
Catholic priesthood and for the wise 
judgment of the Catholie priest .. . in 
or out of the Armed Forces! 


Why should he (the young priest) 


| 
| 
| 


| 
| 














NACO 


The National 


Council on 
Physical Education 


offers a comprehensive program of 
physical education designed specifically 
for those schools lacking both facilities 
or trained personnel. 


Let us show you how your students can 
enjoy and benefit from organized physi- 
cal activities so necessary for their 
moral, spiritual and physical develop- 
ment. 


For further information wrile: 


The National Council on 
Physical Education 
Seton Hall University 

South Orange, N.J. 

Attn: Dr. Victor J. Di Filippo 

















Specialists in Stainless Steel Sacristy Sinks, 
Sacrariums and Baptismal Fonts for over 
40 Years. 


Prompt attention given your inquiry 


EMERSON SACK WARNER CORP. 
87 Washington St. Somerville 34, Miss. 
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be eager to be classified among the 
Junior Officers? It could be primarily 
because he respects the priesthood 
that he does not join. 


Resp: Should all young cleries start 
out as pastors, monsignori, deans, mas- 
ters of novices, superiors? I believe 
that all the chaplains in all the armea 
forees have the same high regard for 
their priesthood as do civilian clergy o1 
which I am one. 


In civilian life the efficiency of a 
priest is judged by his ordinary or by 
a delegate of his ordinary . . . In 
the army, however, the priest’s effi- 
ciency is judged often by a higher 
ranking Protestant minister or lay- 
man. 


Resp: True, in the Army a priest is 
sometimes judged on his efficiency by a 
Protestant or layman (by the same 
token a priest often so judges a Protes- 
tant chaplain)—insofar as the priest 
measures up to military regulations, 
military directives and military eriteria 
established by the chaplain’s military 
superiors. Does not a layman, even a 
Protestant layman and even at times 
an agnostic or atheist, judge the effi- 
ciency of some priests when that Prot- 
estant or layman is head of a depart- 
ment or a school, say in a university 
where the priest has to meet certain 
academic standards either as student or 
Neither a Protestant 
chaplain nor a layman in the armed 


as instructor? 


forces judges the priest’s efficiency qua 
sacerdos. Certainly “Sacerdos”” must 
realize that there are in the armed 
forees supervisory Catholic chaplains 
whose responsibility is to observe, coun- 
sel, admonish fellow priests, and judge 
their efficieney as priests in the armed 
forees. Has not “Sacerdos” ever heard 
of the Military Ordinariate and of the 
Military Vicars and Vicar Delegates all 
over the world who are members of the 
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hierarchy who represent the Military 
Ordinary and under whose jurisdiction 
all Catholic chaplains in all 
branches of the Armed forees? 


are 


The Army’s allotments and_ benefits 
to dependent wives and children are 
naturally attractive to non-Catholic 
clergymen, an attraction that does not 
exist for a priest. 


benefits and 
A priest's de- 
cision to join or not join the Chaplains 


Should  sueh 


fringes exist for a priest? 


vesp: 


Corps never has been and we hope never 
will be determined by availability of al- 
lotments and fringe benefits. As a mat- 
ter of fact, however, these allotments are 
available to any chaplain, be he priest 
or minister, and the services are gen- 
erous to any chaplain who is eligible for 
them—as many priests are. Great 
numbers of priests are drawing depend- 
for members of their 


ent allowances 


families—for fathers, mothers, sisters, 
brothers. And speaking of dependent 
wives and children of the chaplains, the 
lack of a wife and progeny in our Cath- 
olic celibate system is a boon to 
the priestly work in the armed forees— 
as it is in the civilian life. This is basic. 
We all have more time to devote to serv- 
ice personnel, especially evenings when 
we are not encumbered by a family as 
Protestant chaplains often are, but that 
does not negate zeal and devotedness 
wnong non-Catholic chaplains either. 


As “The 


chaplains their 


Protestant 
‘better- 


but padres usually have the 


one Wag put it: 


may have 
halves,’ 


‘better quarters.’ ” 


... he (the priest) is never given an 
initial grade lower than Captain—in 
the Air Foree. This is at least a step 
‘in the right direction. If the 
army will demonstrate its concern 
concretely by giving Catholie priests 
a rank in the military community that 
resembles their position in civilian 
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society .. . it will have more priests. 

Resp: Methinks ‘“Sacerdos” would 
be rank-happy were he a chaplain. One 
meets very few priests in the armed 
forces who rebel against coming into the 
services under current regulations. 
After all, they are in the armed forces 
essentially as priests with a spiritual 
and moral mission. Furthermore, with 
the present policy of accumulative rank 
procedures, a young cleric just ordained, 
or even a young seminarian in_ the- 
ology, is cligible for a rank in the Re- 
serve Corps, thereby enabling him to 
acquire seniority (and rank) down 
through the early vears of his priest- 
hood as a reserve ¢chapkun. [ do agree 
with “Sacerdos” in this re spect: a chiap- 
lain, be he Protestant, Cathole or Jew- 
ish, with more grade, say than a Com- 
pany Officer (Captain in the Army) in 
command, would be in a better position, 
say as a Chaplain Major, to make rea- 


sonable demands from his junior officer 
CO for the good of the boys under the 


chaplain’s jurisdiction. There was a 
time in the armed forees when a Com- 
pany of Line Officer with certain prej- 
udices and bias could or would ocea- 
sionally refuse to cooperate to the full 
with a chaplain his junior m= rank. 
However, all Army installations, by- 
and-large, cooperate with the chaplains 
today to a much higher degree than 
previously, no matter what the chap- 
lain’s rank. Current Army Regula- 
tions and Directives demand this. 

I still maintain that there are slots 
still available for priests to fill in the 
Chaplains Corps which are not being 
filled, no matter what the reason is. 
Certainly it is not the Army’s fault. I 
still agree also with His Eminence Car- 
dinal Spellman’s recent remark: “The 
harvest is indeed great and the laborers 
are few.” 

EKpMuND J. Murray, Cs.C. 
Notre Dame, Indiana 
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Father Parres, Professor of Canon Law 


and Moral 


Seminary, San Antonio, Texas, has been 


editor of this de partment since June, 1957. 


Theology at 


By CECIL L. PARRES, C.M., J.C.D. 


Assumption 








Confessions of Priests 
Outside Their Dioceses 


(Juestions: 1) Father A and Father B 
ure priests In good standing in the same 
diocese. Father A, who is sick, goes to 
a hospital located in another diocese. 
Father 2B visits him there in the hospi- 
tal. May they confess to and be ab- 
solved by each other in the hospital? 

2) The same Fathers A and B are 
vacationing outside their own diocese. 
May they hear each other’s confession 
outside their own diocese? 

3) Father A is on a train outside his 
own diocese. A priest from a far-away 
diocese is on the same train and asks 
Father A to hear his confession, saying 
that his diocesan pagellum of faculties 
states that he may make his confession 
to any priest who has faculties in his 
own diocese. Is this possible? 

WONDERING 

Answers: 1) The general answer to 
the first question is no. I am suppos- 
ing, of course, that neither priest has 
obtained delegated jurisdiction for con- 
fessions in the diocese in which the hos- 
pital is located. The delegated confes- 
sional jurisdiction which they possess in 
their own diocese is strietly territorial 
and limited to the confines of their own 
diocese.!. Also the answer supposes that 


Cf. canon 874, §1. 


the priests are members of the seeular 
clergy, or at least not members of an 
exempt religious institute, for confes- 
sional jurisdiction in an exempt clerical 
institute will be personal rather than 
territorial, 

There will be exceptions to the gen- 
That is, situa- 
‘an be imagined in which one 
priest could validly and lawfully ab- 
solve the other or even in which they 


eral negative answer. 
tions 


could absolve each other. One situation 
which comes to mind is this. Suppose 
Father A is pastor of a parish and 
Father B is his assistant. Father A is 
not merely sick in the hospital in an- 
other diocese, but is in danger of death. 
Father B could then absolve Father A 
in virtue of canon 882,.even though 
Father B has no faculties for confes- 
sions in the diocese where the hospital 
In turn, Father A could ab- 
solve Father B as one of his parish- 


is located. 
ioners. Pastors, according to canon 
783, $1, have ordinary jurisdiction for 
confessions for their own parish, and 
this ordinary jurisdiction is distinet 
from the faculties they may have from 
the ordinary of the place. Now, canon 
881, $2, tells us that whoever has ordi- 
nary power of absolving can absolve 
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Thus an 
exception is had to the general prineiple 
enunciated in canon 201, $2, that judi- 
cial power of jurisdiction, ordinary as 


his own subjects everywhere. 


well as delegated, cannot be exereised 
outside one’s territory. 

It may be useful here to relate points 
of the law in relation to cardinals and 
bishops. A eardinal may absolve any 
of the faithful anywhere.? Also a ecar- 
dinal may choose any priest anywhere 
to hear his own confession and the con- 
fession of a member of his household. 
If the priest otherwise lacks jurisdic- 
tion for the cardinal or the member of 
the eardinal’s household, it is granted 
by the law upon the cardinal’s selection 
of the confessor. 

A residential bishop, or any other 
local ordinary, including the viear gen- 
eral, can in virtue of canon 881, $2, al- 
ready cited, hear the confession of a 
subject anywhere. Thus, the bishop or 
the viear general could absolve one of 
Bish- 
ops, however, and a fortior’ vicars gen- 


their priest subjects anywhere. 


eral, do not have power of cardinals to 
hear the confession of anyone of the 
faithful anywhere. What bishops, even 
titular, do have is the right to choose 
any priest anywhere to hear their own 
confession and the confession of a mem- 
ber of their household. Again, the priest 
so chosen, if he otherwise lacks juris- 
diction, will obtain the needed jurisdic- 
tion upon the bishop’s selection. 

So, to bring the matter back to the 
hospital, suppose the viear general is 
sick in a hospital outside his diocese 
and is visited by a priest of his diocese. 
The viear general could absolve the 
priest; the priest in turn could absolve 
the vicar general if the vicar general is 
in danger of death. Also, if the vicar 
general is a titular bishop, he could 
choose the priest for his own confession 


*Canon 239, $1, n. 1 
‘Canon 239, §1, n. 2. 
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even though he is not in danger of 
death. 

2) Considering what has been said 
in answer to the first question, little 
more needs to be written in answer to 
the second question. Again the general 
answer must be no; if Fathers A and B 
are vacationing outside their own dio- 
cese, they may not absolve each other 
without faculties from the ordinary of 
the place where they are vacationing. 

It would be possible for a local ordin- 
ary to enact a statute to the effeet that 
“any priest in good standing who is 
even temporarily in his diocese may 
choose for his own confession any other 
priest in good standing who is even tem- 
porarily in the diocese.” Here there 
would be a grant of delegated jurisdic- 
tion to the priest so chosen. [ do not 
recall seeing a faculty worded so widely. 
What we do find quite often is an enact- 
ment stating that any priest of the dio- 
eese or any priest having faculties in 
the diocese may choose any other priest 
who happens to be in the diocese for his 
confession, provided the priest: chosen 
has faculties in his own diocese. 

3) The third question concerns two 
priests travelling by train outside their 
own dioceses. Again, the general an- 
swer is no; they may not absolve each 
other. : 

In all the answers so far given, | 
have not considered the possibilities of 
canon 883 in relation to a sea voyage 
(and air travel by extension of the 
canon by the Motu Proprio of Pope 
Pius XII in 1947). If the question were 
changed to “travelling on a plane or 
on the sea,” the answer would be in the 
affirmative. I am supposing that each 
has faculties for confessions in his own 
diocese. 

Can the jurisdiction granted in canon 
883 in relation to a sea voyage be ex- 
tended to travel by train or other meth- 


ods of land travel? If so, it could be 
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only by analogy of law, according to 
canon 20. If there is lacking an express 
prescription of law concerning a cer- 
tain matter, the norm is to be taken 
from laws made in similar matters. 
Perhaps the analogy was rightly ap- 
plied to air travel before the Motu Pro- 
prio of Pius XII, as there was lacking 
a definite source of jurisdiction for eon- 
fession in the air, since the air, just as 
the ocean, was not considered a part of 
any territory in which the loeal ordin- 
ary jurisdiction. This 
would not be true of any type of land 


could = grant 
travel, since travel by land is always 
through a territory of some local ordin- 
ary. We have a prescription of law, 
eanon 874, S1, 


jurisdiction for confessions on land 


concerning the souree of 


the ordinary of the place where the con- 
fessions are heard. 

If IT may be allowed a comment, it 
is a smaller world than it used to be. 
Perhaps we do need some revision of 
the law on confessional jurisdietion for 
the benefit not only of travelling clergy, 
but also of travelling laity. Perhaps it 
could be worded something like canon 
552 for the occasional confessor of nuns, 
and its authentie interpretations, sub- 
stituting “ab Ordinario proprio” for “ab 


Ordinario loci.” 


Travel, Time, 
and Eucharistic Fast 


(Juestion: What effect does passing 
from one time zone to another have on 
the Eucharistic fast. Do we compute 
the three hours and one hour from the 
zone in which the fast is begun or the 
zone in which Mass is said. For in- 
stance, a priest is going to travel by air 
from one zone to another, changing en 
route from Mountain time to Central 
time. He will offer Mass at six o'clock 
in the evening, Central time, in the place 
to which he is travelling. Would he 
have to begin his fast from solids at 
two o'clock Mountain time? 

ITINERANT 
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Answer: We can no longer speak of 
point of time at which the Eucharistic 
fast must be begun, except insofar as 
it is to be computed back from the 


moment at which Mass is begun or 


Communion is received. For instance, 
a priest must have fasted for three hours 
from solid food computed from the mo- 
ment at which he begins Mass. If he 
begins Mass at six o’clock, the fast must 
have begun at three o’clock, computed 
according to the same time as that at 
which Thus, if the 
traveller begins his fast at three o'clock 
will be four 


Mass is begun. 


Mountain time (which 
o'clock Central time) and begins Mass 
time, the fasts 


So the 


at six o'clock Central 
from solids last only two hours. 
questioner is correct in saying that he 
will have to begin the fast at two o'clock 
Mountain time (which will be three 
o'clock Central time). 


more confusing if one place is on day- 


It can get even 


light time and another is not, and you 
change time zones also. 

Conversely, if a priest is going from 
a place in the Central zone to offer Mass 
at six o’clock at a place in Mountain 
zone, he will four 
o'clock (three o’clock Mountain time). 


begin the fast at 


Active Participation 
in non-Catholic Services: 
Suspicion of Heresy 


Question: A Catholie had been 
living for vears in an invalid marriage 
with a non-Catholic. During this time 
he attended Mass rarely, going more 
often to non-Catholie services with his 
spouse. His attendance at the non- 
Catholic services was more than a re- 
spectful, passive attendance. He joined 
in the praying, singing, so that he was 
considered by many to be a member, 
though he never formally joined the 
sect or allowed his name to be put on 
the membership roll. He claims that 
he never onee ceased to believe as a 
Catholie and did not in any way accept 
the teachings of the non-Catholic 
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Chureh which he attended. After the 
death of his wife he stopped going to 
the non-Catholic church and now wants 
to resume the practice of his Catholie 
faith. Will it be necessary to absolve 
him in the external forum from the ex- 
communication for heresy? 

SACERDOS 


Whether or not the man 
was guilty of the sin of heresy will de- 
pend on whether or not he pertinaci- 
ously denied or doubted some truth of 
divine and Catholie faith.* 

In itself, active participation, or tak- 
ing part in, non-Catholic services does 
not give rise to a presumption of the 
crime of heresy and, consequently, to a 
presumption that the excommunication 
for heresy has been contracted. Still 
it is true, of course, that the faithful 
are forbidden to assist in any way ac- 
tively or to take part in non-Catholic 
services.” Such active participation is 
an implicit denial of the Catholic faith 
through actions which of their nature or 


Answer: 


from circumstances signify profession of 
Whether the denial is 
serious and internal or merely fictitious 


a false religion. 


and external can, I suppose, be known 
only by the person who participates 
actively in non-Catholic services. 
Beeause of the very proximate dan- 
ger and at least the external 


= 


of heresy 


*Canon 1325, §2. 
’Canon 1258, §1 


denial of faith implicit in active as- 
sistance at non-Catholic religious serv- 
ices, one who participates actively in 
non-Catholie religious services con- 
trary to the prescription of canon 1248 
is suspected of heresy. The juridical 
suspicion of heresy is incurred in sev- 
eral ways, which can be found enumer- 
ated in the analytical index of the Code 
of Canon Law, one of these being ¢com- 
munication in religious services with 
heretics contrary to the prescription of 
eanon 1258. 
suspicion of heresy is liable to canonical 
If, after the warning, he 


One who has incurred the 


admonition. 
does not remove the cause of the sus- 
picion, he is to be prohibited from per- 
forming legitimate ecclesiastical acts. 
A cleric, suspected of heresy, is, after 
repetition of the warning, to be sus- 
pended a divinis. If there is no emen- 
dation within six months, the one sus- 
pected of heresy is to be regarded as a 
heretic and subject to the 
This would mean 


canonical 
penalties for heresy. 
then that the excommunication would 
not be incurred unless the procedure of 
warning were employed and failed to 
produce the desired emendation. 

We are not told of other possible ex- 
communications which may exist in the 
ease, such as the excommunication for 
attempting marriage before a non-Cath- 
olie minister. 


* Canon 2316. 
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Niedermeyer’s Compendium 

A COMPENDIUM OF PAsTORAL MEDICINE. 
By Albert Niedermeyer, M.D., 
S.T.D.; translated by  Fulgence 
Buonanno, O.F.M., Ph.D. (Joseph F. 
Wagner, Ine., New York 7, N.Y., 
1961), 422 pp. $7.95. 


Pastoral medicine is the area where 
religion and medicine overlap. Here 
medicine is used to include not only 
what we ordinarily mean by the term, 
but also surgery and psychiatry. 

It is obvious that both religion and 
medicine have something to say about 
the fifth and sixth commandments. 
The fifth commandment, “Thou shalt 
not kill,” refers not only to murder, but 
to the right to life as well as to the duty 
to maintain or restore health. Such 
problems as euthanasia, abortion, aleo- 
holism, drug addiction, and bodily muti- 
lation (e.g., surgical operation) are 
usually dealt with in Moral Theology 
under the heading of the fifth ecommand- 
ment. The sixth commandment, “Thou 
shalt not commit adultery,” has to do 
not only with adultery in the strict sense 
of the word, but with all kinds of sexual 
relations and practices, both normal and 
abnormal. Birth control belongs here. 

Medical science has something to 
offer in regard to the sacraments. Psy- 
chiatry has discovered that in many in- 
stances a person is not so responsible as 
he thinks he is. A priest who has some 
knowledge of unconscious dynamisms or 
various kinds of compulsions will be a 
more sympathetic and more helpful con- 
fessor on account of this knowledge. 
Medieal seience ean help determine ihe 


physical and mental fitness of candi- 
dates for the priesthood or the religious 
life. Matrimonial courts frequently in- 
vite the assistance of psychiatrists and 
other physicians. 

The best book of pastoral medicine, as 
far as this reviewer is concerned, ap- 
peared in English just a few months 
ago. It is called Compendium of Pas- 
toral Medicine, a condensation of the 
six-volume work in German by Albert 
Niedermeyer, M.D., 8.T.D. 

Although he was not a priest, Dr. 
Niedermeyer was eminently qualified to 
In addition to 
his degrees in medicine, philosophy and 
theology, he held a doctorate in civil 
and canon law. All through the Com- 
pendium the reader will find sections 
titled: “Doctrinal Decisions of the 
Chureh,” “Pastoral Considerations,” 
‘Judgment of Canon Law,” “Social In- 


write on this subject. 


dications,” “Pastoral Questions” and 
“Metaphysical and Theological View- 
point.” 

In the first part of the book, the 
author stresses the importance of what 
he calls the “universalistic’” approach 
to the study of man. By that he means 
that no one aspect of man can be studied 
adequately unless all of the other as- 
peets are taken into account. The sci- 
entifie study of man cannot ignore the 
philosophie study of man. Biology, 
physiology, psychology, sociology, the- 
ologv—no one of these can be ade- 
quately understood without some 
knowledge of the others. This point of 
view is especially clear in his treatment 
of sex. The author has sections devoted 
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to 1) Sexual Biology, 2) Physiology of 
Sex, 3) Psychology of Sex, 4) Sexual 
Pathology, 5) Sexual Hygiene, 6) Sex- 
ual Ethies and Pedagogy, 7) Sociology 
of Sex, 8) Sexual Metaphysics. Only 
after he has dealt with all eight of these 
subjects does he take up what he ealls 
“Special Questions.” Typieal of Nied- 
ermeyer’s universalistie approach is lis 
statement that, “Nothing pertaining to 
health can be correct if it is moraily 
wrong.” 

The entire section on sex is one of 
the best in the book. The author is 
thoroughly familiar with sexual prob- 
lems that arise and with the various 
solutions offered. He shows that solu- 
tions in conflict with the teachings of 
the Church are unsatisfactory from the 
point of view of contemporary science 
or of the other disciplines, such as soci- 
ology and ethies. 

The next section deals with the “In- 
violability of Human Life.” This is 
particularly important in these days 
when Catholie hospitals are under at- 
tack because they refuse to allow their 
doctors to kill the child in order to save 
the mother’s life. Such subjects as 
capital punishment, euthanasia, and 
suicide are discussed here. Then follows 
a consideration of the various kinds of 
operations, especially of obstetrical op- 
erations or of operations on the repro- 
ductive organs. 

The next large section is titled “‘Men- 
tal Life—Normal and Abnormal” and 
has to do with psychiatry. In less than 





150 pages the author gives an excellent 
survey of the entire subject. Naturally, 
in such a short space, he ean do little 
more than give a brief outline. But it 
is a good outline. A person who reads 
this section will become familiar with 
much psyehiatrie terminology and will 
be in a position to read more detailed 
psychiatric literature with 
profit. Particularly valuable is the 


greater 
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author's eritique of contemporary 
schools of psychotherapy. His evalua- 
tions of the contributions of Freud, Jung 
and Adler, for example, are of special 
interest to the priest, because the evalu- 
ations are made from the point of view 
of Catholie faith and morals. 

This section closes with about thirty 
pages devoted to what the author ealls 
“Borderland States of Human Mental 
Life.” In it he deals with such subjects 
as oecultism, telepathy, clairvoyance, 
stigmatization, levitation, bilocation, 
eestacies, and diabolical possession. 
These matters are not usually found in 
scientific books. Yet they are factual, 
and the author does not hesitate to bring 
his scientific training to bear on them. 
Nor does he claim to have written the 
“last word” on them, but he does offer 
some plausible explanations. 

The last large seetion of the book is 
titled “Religion and Therapeutics.” 
Here the author takes up the subject of 
miraculous cures, and has some excellent 
things to say about “religion and sick- 
ness.” The few pages on “Death and 
Dying” are well worth reading because 
they deal with medico-biologieal, psy- 
chological, social and legal, ethico- 
metaphysical, and religious problems. 
The closing pages of the book are de- 
voted to the mission doctor and his re- 
lations with the missionary. 

Dr. Niedermeyer, the author, cer- 
tainly deserves to be called a physician- 
theologian, for, although he was not a 
priest, he held doctorates in medicine, 
philosophy, law, and theology. He was 
Professor of Pastoral Medicine at the 
University of Vienna, Head of the Mar- 
riage Counselling and Pregnancy Wel- 
fare Services of the Municipality of 
Vienna, and a Consultant for Social 
Hygiene. 
Austria in 1938, he was at first taken 
into “political protective custody” be- 
cause of his scientifie and moral opposi- 
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tion to sterilization and euthanasia, and 
later Was sent to a concentration camp. 

The translation by Father Fulgence 
Buonanno, O.F.M., Ph.D., is so good 
that it is difficult to realize that the book 
Was not written in English originally. 
The only hint that it was not is that 
several references are made to German 
and Austrian civil laws. Also, in trans- 
lating the section dealing with the psy- 
choanalytie concepts of the id, the ego, 
and the superego, he uses the German 
“es” when he obviously means the id 
(p. 373). 

Father Fulgence is more than a mere 
Dr. Niedermeyer wrote the 
Father Fulgence 


translator. 
Compendium in 1953. 
brought it up to date by bringing it into 
harmony with the very latest deerces 
from Rome. His greatest personal con- 
tribution is his fifteen pages of bibliog- 
raphy of both books and magazine 
articles. A reader who is interested in 
a more detailed study of the subjects 
dealt with in the Compendium will have 
no difficulty in knowing where to look 
for further information. An authority 
in his own right on the subject 
of pastoral medicine, the translator 
studied at Innsbruck and is at present 
Professor of Pastoral Psychology to the 
fifth-year theologians at St. Anthony’s 
Shrine, Boston, and teaches Medical 
Ethies at St. Elizabeth's 
Brighton, Massachusetts. 
The book sells for $7.95, but it is 
worth every penny of it. Not only 
priests, but seminarians, nuns working 
in hospitals, doctors, nurses, social work- 
professional 


ers, lawyers and other 


people, will find it interesting and 


helpful. 
Wiser. F. WHEELER 


Leeming on Reunity 


THe CHURCHES AND THE CuurCcH. By 
Bernard Leeming, 8.J. (Newman 
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Hospital, 


Press, Westminster, Md., 1961), pp. 
x + 340). $6.50. 


The present volume was developed 
from the Lauriston Lectures series, 
given at Edinburgh, Seotland, in 1957. 
It is the most comprehensive study to 
date of the Catholie view of the ecu- 
menical movement and its implications. 
Copiously annotated and based on pri- 
mary sources of information, The 
Churches and the Church promises to 
become a standard reference manual on 
the subject of Christian reunity. 

All the principal phases of ecumenism 
are handled with meticulous care. The 
ecumenical movement, just fifty years 
old, is shown to extend beyond the 
churches to include a whole complexity 
of organizations of a religious nature, 
mutually concerned to unify the sepa- 
rate sectarian elements in Christianity 
not in communion with Rome. 

What factors have contributed to the 
desire for religious unity? First in time 
was the realization that missionary ef- 
fort among non-Christian populations 
is impeded by the existing divisions 
among Christians. Parallel with this is 
the growing danger from secularism and 
irreligion. Co-ordinated action is obvi- 
ously more effective than disparate and 
often contradictory activity, especially 
when modern life shows a general tend- 
eney toward centralization in govern- 
ment, economies, the professions and 
even social spheres. 

astern Orthodox participation in 
the World Couneil of Churches is shown 
to be something more than the anomaly 
which crities of the Orientals have 
called it. 
member churches, the Orthodox have 


Quite alone among the 
held out for such truths as the com- 
munion of saints and the worship of 
Mary, often against strong Protestant 
opposition. As a consequence, Mari- 
ology was seriously examined by theo- 
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logians within the World Council, along 
with devotion to the saints and prayers 
for the faithful departed. 

One of the most interesting develop- 
ments in the ecumenical movement is 
the trend away from merely recording 
agreements and disagreements, which is 
now dismissed as an unfruitful practice. 
Positive statements are being issued by 
the World Couneil about the nature of 
the Chureh and the specifie areas on 
which the members should agree. The 
author correctly points out that the 
Council has produeed “a kind of theo- 
logical faculty with its own presupposi- 
tions,” whieh on examination are found 
However, I 
believe this should be tempered by the 


to be heavily Calvinistie. 


corresponding indifference of many 
churchmen in the ecumenical movement 
on its national level, as in the United 
States, to the dogmatie foundations of 
an eventual organic unity among the 
churches separated from Rome. 

Under “The Catholie Attitude to- 
wards Father 


offers a detailed and critical analysis ef 


ecumenism,” Leeming 
the Protestant and Orthodox efforts to 


resolve their ecclesiastical disunity. 
His critique is carefully balaneed, and 
avoids what Catholie appraisals of the 
ecumenical movement are tempted to 
become, either enthusiastic panegyries 
or statements of cold indifference. 

On the debit 


among his separated brethren unity in 


side, a Cathohe sees 


desire and effort, but bewildering dis- 
Those outside the World 
Couneil are split into countless sects; 
Ortho- 
dox and Protestant, episeopalian and 


unity in fact. 
those within are also divided: 


non-episecopalian, presbyterian and con- 
liberal. 
Within the denominations individuals 
divided. <A 


Catholic viewing these divisions with 


eregational, evangelical and 


and groups are deeply 


sincere grief, cannot even appear to ap- 
prove principles from which he believes 
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KINGDOM COME 


The Plain Man’s Guide to the Catholic 
Faith 


by Rev. Ernest Simmons 


A book for everyone: people who are 
simply curious about what Catholics be- 
lieve, prospective converts beginning a 
course of instruction, and Catholics who 
would like a refresher course in the faith 
they live by. paper $1.95 


THE BLESSED TRINITY 
AND THE SACRAMENTS 


by Taymans d’Eypernon, S.J. 


The author brilliantly develops the theme 
that the sacraments signify and eect an 
ever closer conformity between the Chris- 
tian and Christ, thus marking the various 
stages of the development of the Divine Life 
in us. $3.50 


THE MIND OF VOLTAIRE 


His Constructive Deism 
by Rosemary Lauer, Ph.D. 


Taking her material from the philosophical 
works rather than from the better-known 
literary works, Dr. Lauer traces the de- 
velopment of Voltaire’s philosophical 
ideas as affected by events in his personal 
life and by the spirit of his time. $3.50 


THE LAW OF CHRIST 


Moral Theology for Priests and Laity 
Volume I: General Moral Theology 
By Bernard Haring, C.SS.R. 

Translated by Edwin G. Kaiser, C.PP.S. 

‘ .. anew approach to moral theology as 
a living of the life of Christ . . a treasure of 
instruction for all... . Recommended to all 
who wish to learn a much more positive 


presentation of the basic principles of moral 
theology.’’—The Liguorian. $8.50 
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disunity springs, or neglect of principles 
on which alone he believes unity can 
subsist. 

Still there are reasons for hope: the 
widespread conviction that divided 
Christendom is contrary to God’s will 
and is a scandal; constant appeals for 
prayer and for repentance; a renewal in 
religious studies, biblical, doctrinal, 
liturgical, ascetical and historical; a 
greater share taken by the laity in the 
apostolate; interest in forms of Chris- 
tian worship and readiness to make 
changes; growing respect and under- 
standing among Christians, fostered by 
diverse frank and charitable “encoun- 
ters,” personal and written; apprecia- 
tion of the non-doctrinal factors caus- 
ing divisions, and of the urgency of 
Christian consolidation in the face of 
the growing preponderance of non- 
Christians in the world. 

Among the “Catholic Principles Rela- 
tive to Ecumenism,” none is more fun- 
damental than the primacy of faith and 
submission of mind in humility of assent 
to God's revelation. It is eminently 
true that “the union of Christians who 
abide in Christ and in the Father must 
be a union of intelleet and of under- 
standing and not merely a union of 
charity—if, indeed, it is possible to 
maintain a union of charity if there is 
discord of mind.” 

Consequently, whatever success the 
ecumenical movement achieves will be 
in direct proportion to the extent that 
Christian bodies now divided in doctrine 
find their common center in those teach- 
ings of Christ which the Catholic 
Chureh holds are essentials of authentic 
Christianity. The very claim of the 
Catholic Church to be the one true 
Chureh of Christ stems from her convie- 
tion that she alone possesses the fulness 


of those basic truths which her Founder 


came down upon earth o teach. And 
not the least benefit to Christian unity 
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is the sometimes irritating presence of 
Eastern Orthodox churchmen in the 
World Council, whose repeated insist- 
ence that they represent the true Church 
keeps the Protestant elements painfully 
Rome makes the 
intransigent 


aware that same 


claims with even more 
emphasis. 

Much depends on how this idea of 
“submission to Rome” is presented. 
For although the phrase “demand sub- 
mission’ need not have sinister connota- 
tions, it may easily carry them. “It 
suggests a conflict, or even a war, in 
which the vanquished put their necks 
under the yoke in sign of defeat, and 
so it suggests an enforced obedience. 
But the obedience which the Chureh 
asks is the obedience of love, the glad 
giving of oneself, not to a man or e 
If this 


distinction seems academie to the aver- 


group of men, but to Christ.” 


age Catholic, it is quite real and signifi- 
cant to those outside the household of 
the true faith. In terms of convert 
work or the Catholic response to the 
ecumenical movement it means placing 
stress where stress belongs: on the 
person of Christ, on //is will in regard 
to the human race, on //is conditions for 
salvation, on the attraction of //is per- 
sonality and the blessings of access to 
His established channels of grace. 

It may seem ungracious to criticize 
What is in so many ways an excellent 
book and, in fact, the best in english on 
the subject. The author’s unawareness 
of the amount and quality of Ameriean 
Catholic 


movement in all its aspeets is disap- 


writing on the eeumenical 
pointing. This becomes more than inci- 
dentally important on reflection that the 
United States is the real testing ground 
of world ecumenism, where sectarian (i- 
visions are deepest and most extensive 
ecclesiastical 


and where, conversely, 


mergers have become the pattern and 
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hope for church reunification in the 
Protestant and Orthodox world. 


Joun A. Harpon, S.J. 


Father Gannon Recalls 


THE Poor O_p Libera Arts: A Per- 
sonal Memoir of a Lifetime in Edu- 
cation. By Robert I. Gannon, S.J. 
(Farrar, Straus & Cudahy, New York, 
1961), pp. vii + 207. $4.00. 

Few individuals either within or with- 
out the Chureh have had the opportuni- 
ties Which Father Gannon has had of 
viewing the radical changes which have 
taken place in education during the past 
fifty vears, and fewer still have been 
able to deseribe these changes In sue a 
In this “memoir of 
written with 
classical restraint in the third person, he 


felicitous fashion. 
a lifetime of edueation,” 


uses “the autobiographical form” like 
“an old evergreen on which to hang some 
tinsel and one or two angels” (p. vil), 
and also, one should add, many sane 
observations on past errors and current 
trends in the art of pedagogy. 

The story begins with Robert 
(iannon’s entry into Georgetown Col- 
lege as a freshman in 1909. It is carried 
forward with a brief description of a 
hievele tour through Europe the follow- 
Ing summer and his entrance into the 
Society of Jesus after graduation. It 
continues with an aecount of on-the-job 
training as a Jesuit scholastie at Ford- 
ham, advaneed studies in English at 
Cambridge, and executive duties as dean 
of the arts college at St. Peter’s in Jersey 
City and as president of Fordham Uni- 
versity before and during the trying 
vears of World War II. 


to a close with a general survey of the 


It is brought 


liberal arts as they are now found in 
Catholic colleges. Though written on a 
somewhat lesser scale, there is mueh in 
this genial autobiography to remind the 


reader of a elassie of an earlier venera- 


tion, The Education of Henry Adams. 
Both narratives are distinguished by 
their urbanity and wit, by their concern 
for the culture of the past, and by the 
they 
learned contemporaries and politicians; 


sidelights which throw upon 
but where Adams’ Education is marred 
by his frantie search for an unrealizable 
philosophy of history, Father Gannon’s 
Liberal Arts stands foursquare on the 
traditional foundations of Christian 
humanism. 

His ideal of a liberal education is 
essentially that of “the early Jesuits,” 
who “were satisfied that learning was 
not an end in itself but a means whose 
end was to make men more human and 
more spiritual, better able to live freely 
and fully here, and attain the ultimate 
purpose of their existence.” And in 
unplementing this ideal, “they realized 
should 
specialization; that this general culture 


that general culture precede 
should not be appraised in terms of 1m- 
mediate utility, like courses in a trade 
school; that the first responsibility of a 
college of liberal arts should center not 
on facts or skills, but attitudes; that its 
primary task should be the refining of 
taste, the sharpening of intellect, the 
strengthening of will, the ennobling of 
character. They felt too, as true elui- 
dren of the Renaissanee, that in achiev- 
ing these ends, Latin, Greek and Phi- 
losophy formed a constant that could be 
relied upon as at least one external ap- 
proach to art, literature, sociology, his- 
tory, polities and pure science” (pp. 
14-15). Impractieable as this ideal 
may seem to be today, it has produced 
some remarkable effects in the past and 
could continue to do so in the future. 
To cite but one example, “by 1765 the 
liberal arts were beginning to work on 
the American mind,” and though “the 
farmers of Lexington may not have 
known Aristotle and Cicero any more 
than they knew John Locke, they took 
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their signals from the men who did.” 
fiven today, though parents may not 
appreciate it, “the sort of education” 


their sons receive will have “more to do 
with the future interpretation and 
amendment of the Constitution than 
all three branches of our Government 
put together” (pp. 173-174). 

No querulous laudator temporis acti 
se puero, Father Gannon points out the 
deficiencies in Catholie higher education 
in former deeades: the overburdening 
of teachers, the neglect of library fa- 
cilities, the excessive emphasis placed 
on sports. Defects of this sort may 
still be found in the system, but there 
are other dangers current of a more 
formal character. Catholie colleges 
have not escaped the withering influence 
of the naturalism, scientism, and prag- 
matism that prevails in secular institu- 
tions. The status of “the poor old lib- 
eral arts” could be improved by a more 
rigid sereening of applicants, by making 
a frank distinction between those who 
are interested in an edueation merely 
for the sake of making a livelihood and 
those who are interested in an educa- 
tion for life, and by a general speeding 
up of the process of education for these 
latter, leaving the last vear of college 
free for pre-professional or professional 
training. 

Father Gannon is convineed that the 
achievement of a truly Christian hu- 
manism involves today as it did fifty 
years ago “a first-hand knowledge of 
Greek and Roman classics... . Now 
as then it is desirable to know some 
other civilization with familiarity, in 
order that we may better know our own. 
Now as then the splendor, depth and 
completeness of Greece and Rome are 
more impressive than that of Russia, 
Carthage or Victorian England, not to 
mention Rooseveltian America or the 
worm-eaten and distracted Europe of 
the 20th century. They will always 
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have moreover immensely greater value 
than any other civilization as being two 
of the principal fountainheads of mod- 
ern life” (pp. 199-200). Since a liberal 
education consists primarily in the 
acquiring of habits of mind rather than 
“a glut of facts,” he is little impressed 
by the stock objection that Latin and 
Greek grow rusty with disuse. “No 
one expects you to be able to translate 
Latin and Greek all your life,” he onee 
told a group of alumni of St. Peter’s 
College. “But though you may have 
forgotten your classies years ago, your 
classies are still working for you in and 
wfter business hours” (p. 98). 

The marked deeline of the ancient 
classics in liberal arts colleges as de- 
scribed by Father Gannon is, however, 
hut one side of the coin. There is an- 
other and even more depressing side to 
it that could have been developed, and 
this would have been a discussion of 
the substitutes that have been provided 
for them. Today college students are 
reading Hemingway instead of Horace, 
Salinger instead of Sallust, Williams in- 
stead of Vergil, and James Joyce in- 
stead of Julius Caesar or Tacitus. This 
preoecupation with the contemporary 
not only disqualifies the coming genera- 
tion for citizenship in the republie of 
ancient letters, but it effeetively euts 
them off from what is best in their own 
national traditions. “The point is,” as 
Howard Mumford Jones has recently 
indicated, “the point is that literary 
studies, as currently pursued in Ameri- 
ean colleges, have. ceased to be that 
broad highway into a republiean phi- 
losophy that was created by Irving, 
Bryant, Longfellow, Cooper, Simms, 
Lowell, Whittier and Holmes in the 
ninetecnth century.” The pessimists 
“who siress the wickedness of man, the 
deiiti — of society, the vacuity of eul- 
ture ond the propriety of violence, de- 
generacy and failure as themes for art, 
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argue, to be sure, that the profound 
sympathy they wish to evoke for the 
human predicament is on the side of the 
angels.” But, as this Harvard professor 
insists, such a plea is invalid sinee it 
“substitutes emotion for philosophy, 
and mistakes compassion, which is part 
of wisdom, for the whole of wisdom” 
(Saturday Evening Post, July 1, 1961, 
pp. 63-64). 


or some less noble emotion at work, the 


Whether it is compassion 


concrete effeets of such readings on col- 
lege students is all too often evidenced 
in the horrors—obscene and otherwise— 
that are perpetrated in their literary 
magazines. Instead of applauding such 
aberrations, would it not be best to see 
in a good deal of what now passes for 
literature a witless commentary on St. 
Paul’s condemnation of the pagans of 
his own day, and of every day: Qwa 
cum COGNOVISSE nt Deum, non sicut 
Deum glorificaverunt. 


tradidit  illos 


ignominiae (Rom. 1: 


Propterea 
Deus in 
21,26). 


At this point it might not be out of 


passiones 


place to recall a little scene at the home 
of Mr. Dilly in the year 1776. 
England is lost,” observed one of the 


“Poor 
guests. But to this, with one of his pet 


prejudices, Samuel Johnson replied: 
“Sir, it is not so much to be lamented 
as that the 


And similarly, 


that old England is lost, 
Seotch have found it.” 
though one may have to confess that 
“the poor old liberal arts are lost,” this 
is not so much to be lamented as the 
fact that they have been found and 
exploited by a small “intellectual” 
minority whose literary standards quoad 
materiam et forman are in violent op- 
position to the best traditions of elas- 
sical and Christian culture. 

This reviewer would here urge his 
fellow priests to read The Good Old 
Liberal Arts. 


M. JOSEPH CosTELLOE, S.J. 





A Word on Recent Publications 


Pere Jacques. By Michel Carrouges. 
This is a biography of a Carmelite 
priest condemned to a Nazi concentra- 
tion camp for befriending Jews. It 
is a harrowing account of utterly heroic 
Christian spirit in the very hell of the 
torture and extermination camps again 
being exposed by the Eichmann trial. 
The life of this French priest is a 
testimony to the power of the faith 
to bring a man to see good even when 
inundated by the unspeakable evil of 
corruption about him. Shocking and 
inspiring. The Maemillan Co., New 
York, 269 pp., $4.95. 


Living the Interior Life. By 
Wendelin Meyer, O.F.M., translated by 
Colman J. O’Donovan. A commen- 
tury on the Imitation of Christ, this 
is essentially intended as a book for 
private meditation. It follows closely 
the spirit of the Imitation; uses its 
texts often as starting points for de- 
velopment; contains practical sug- 
eestions for resolutions under the head- 
ing: “Let Us Ask Ourselves.” Par- 
ticularly of interest to religious. The 
Newman Press, Westminster, Md., 249 


pp., $3.75. 


Liturgical Handbook for Holy Mass. 
3v Rey. Johannes Baur, translated by 
fev. David Heimann. A study of the 
Mass in the light of the more recent 
liturgieal trends, this handy book is 
designed largely for the laity who are 
desirous of advancing in an_under- 
standing and appreciation of the cen- 
tral act of Catholie worship. The first 
part treats the grandeur of the Mass: 
historical development; the second part 
covers the various parts of the Mass 
in detail. Useful for study groups. 
The Newman Press, 146 pp., $2.95. 
Subtitled “A 


Seeking the [Xingdom. 
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Guide to Christian Living,” and edited 
by Reginald Masterson, O.P., this book 
is a considerably above average theo- 
the for 
perfection. It is in the 
the contribu- 


logical approach — to 
Christian 


Thomistie 


quest 


tradition—all 
tors are Dominieans—and this gives 
the work a solid feeling of unity. It 
is satisfying and sheds a lot of light 
on the meaning of the life of grace. 
B. Herder Book Co., St. Louis 2, Mo., 
306 pp., $5.25. 


Missiology in Africa Today. Edited 
by Msgr. Desmond J. Hatton. With 
the African continent in ferment and 


the future of the Chureh at stake there, 
this unpretentious book, paperbound, 
has a lot to say and says it well. It 
is divided into three major sections: 
and means of 


sociological; methods 


the apostolate; specifie missions. Of 


genuine coneern to all of us, but es- 
pecially to anyone connected with mis- 
M. H. Gall) and 


Son, Ltd., Dublin, six shillings, 1551 pp. 


sionary activities. 


Medical Ethics. By Charles J. Me- 
Fadden, O.S.A. This is the fifth edi- 
tion of a work that is by now very well 
known smong those who are concerned 
the 


significant changes and improvements: 


with area it covers. It contains 
un entirely new section on the rights 
of the patient in the spiritual order; a 
rewriting of the chapters on contracep- 
tion and direct abortion; the introdue- 
tion of a number of topies that have 
interest since the 


grown in general 


previous edition, v.g., contraceptive 


The book 


is intended mostly as a text for nurs- 


pills, organ transplantation. 


ing schools, but is a good souree of in- 
formation for anyone who must have 
information of the kind well covered 
herein. F. A. Davis Co., Philadelphia, 
Penna., 483 pp. $4.75. A.M.C. 
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“The judicious who grieve when the unskillful laugh should 
weep salt and bitter lears into their grey beards for ever think- 
ing that philosophy could be kept a secret from the fellow 
whom Aristolle called the best of all philosophers, that elusive 
but ubiquitous fellow, the man on the street.”—From Father 
Rudolf Harvey’s Preface to his It Stands to Reason 





It Stands to Reason 
(An Invitation to Philosophy) 


By Rudolf Harvey, O.F.M., M.A., S.T.L., Ph.D. 
Editor of Friar 


Written for the general reader, J Stands to Reason is what happens when a 
veteran teacher sits down at leisure to discuss in layman’s terms a subject he 
knows so very intimately. Every high and practical theme in this ancient science 
of wisdom is here handled by an expert who has coaxed philosophy out of its 
pleasant abode in the ivory tower and has great fun introducing it to subway 
riders and statesmen. 


Those who are acquainted with Father Rudolf Harvey through his challenging and 
stimulating editorials in Friar magazine will welcome this volume of philosopher turned 
editor. Those who have not yel met the author of It Stands to Reason will find the 
reading of this book a delightful and rewarding experience. For this volume is nol only a 
clear presentation of centuries of Scholastic philosophy, but il is written with a literary 
finesse which has a charm all its own. Though Father Harvey gives us a fine defense 
of the use of a technical vocabulary in the expression of philosophical thoughl, at no time 
will anyone feel that he is talking over the heads of his readers or that he has allowed 
recondite vocabulary to rule his pen. . . . 

This book might be described as a series of essays, all logically arranged, in which a 
philosopher discourses quite informally and arrestingly on a subject that has held his in- 
terest over many years. For one cannot but feel thal years of thought and meditation 
have gone into this volume which goes from Socrates to Marilain.—Josepu R. N. 
MaxweELL, S.J. 


Price: $4.95 


JOSEPH F. WAGNER, INC., 53 Park Place, New York 7, N.Y. 
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Catholics in Conversation. Donald McDonald................. 000 ce cee ee eee eee eee 
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Pictured here is Father Thomas Ryan, C.PP.S., 
who wrote “Brownson and the ‘Higher Law’ ” in the 
August issue of HPR. The reason we are placing 
Father Ryan’s picture here is that, by mistake, we 
carried the picture of another fine Ryan on the open- 
ing page of the Brownson article—Rt. Rev. Msgr. 
Carl Ryan, Superintendent of Schools of the Archdio- 
cese of Cincinnati, also an HPR author. 
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EDITORIAL 


On Living With Priests 


fA. of the nicer things about being a priest is that you can live with 
priests—a rare privilege indeed, as we all readily admit in our serener moments. 
We know a clerical gentleman, a skilled practitioner of the art of living amicably 
in the fraternity, whose wisdom is far too precious to go undistributed among the 
brethren. 

His basic principle is simply that if people are to live happily together, they 
must accept unconditionally the fact of human differences, recognizing that there 
are many forms of virtue, wisdom, and taste. He is never vexed at not being able 
to bring others to accept his taste and opinions as their own. From this premise 
he deduces some practical conclusions. 

He never ridicules the tastes of others—“As the old maid said when she kissed 
the cow: ‘Chacun a son gout.” This is no more than a clear percepiton (lived ) 
that they aren't we. In conciliating those with whom we live, it is most surely 
done, not by consulting their interests nor even by giving way to their opinions, so 
much as by not offending their tastes. 

He knows that in any rectory (as in any home) there are liable to be stock 
subjects of disputation. When people live much together they come to have 
certain set topics upon which, barnacle-wise, miffed feelings and sharp annoyance 
are encrusted. The original subject of differences has long since become a stand- 
ing subject for quarrel, and there’s a tendency in all minor disputes to drift down 
to it. 

Again, in living with others, one must not hold too much to logic, supposing 
that everything is to be settled by sufficient reason. Dr. Johnson applied this 
caution to marriage: “Wretched would be the pair above all names of wretched- 
ness, who should be doomed to adjust by reason every morning all the minute 
details of a domestic day.” 

He never lets familiarity swallow up courtesy. He recalls that there is often 
no place where real politeness is of more value than where one thinks it would be 
superfluous. In a rectory there may be more suffering from thoughtless rudeness 
than from ill temper, because anger is something that those who live under us 
suffer from more than those who live with us. 

He makes allowance for what might be the moods of his associates, not pre- 
suming to guess what is going on in their minds and hearts. Hazlett writes how in 
traveling along at night we may catch a glimpse into cheerful-looking rooms with 
light blazing in them, and we conclude, involuntarily, how happy the inmates must 
be. Yet there is heaven and hell in those rooms, the same heaven and hell that we 
have known in others. . 

If Christian charity were always strictly attended to, all 
rules and suggestions would be needless. True enough—for 
great principles are at the bottom of all success. But to apply 
principles to daily life, precautions and insights are needed, for 
these are midway between life and principles, moulding the 
one and expressing the other. 


AIDAN M. CARR, O.F.M.Conv. 


Editor 








An Adaptation of the “Tithing” Principle 


Announcing ...the new Foley 


ANNUAL BUDGET PLAN 








How Sound Is Your Parish Financing ? 


THE NEW FOLEY ANNUAL BUDGET PLAN GIVES YOU 
SOME SURPRISING (AND ENCOURAGING) ANSWERS! 


Here is a totally new approach to church 
financing. It is an “all inclusive” plan 
that enables you to: 


¢ Meet operating costs 

¢ Amortize parish debt 

e Anticipate and provide for future 
capital needs 


Foley Associates’ new Annual Budget 
Plan is based on principles of sound fiseal 
policy. Principles that are universally 
accepted in business management have 
now been adapted to parish finances-—to 
your benefit. This plan will eliminate the 
need for “crash programs.” 


The initial response of hierarchy and 
clergy has been most heartening. One 
pastor commented, “It is the first time I 
have been able to project my financial plan- 
ning intelligently over an extended period.” 


Another pastor said, “‘After eight years, 
I felt I knew my parish. I was wrong. I 
am amazed to realize the maximum giv- 
ing ability of my parishioners.” 


Why not let Foley’s new Annual Budg- 
et Plan work for you? Write today for our 
free booklet detailing the F/A Annual 
Budget Plan and listing specific instances 
where the program is working successfully. 


FOLEY .wdiscctales Jne. 


FOLEY BUILDING, 1469 Monroe Ave., Rochester18,N.Y., Hi 5-O770 
“Organized Exclusively to Aid Catholic Fund-Raising Projects”’ 








Troubled, 
the Repentant 
and the Needy 
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Paul Gustave Dore’ 


O> sivcrs expression of faith and devotion . . . inward solace for the troubled 


and the needy, Will & Baumer Vigil Lights * constantly invite the faithful to acts of supplication and minor sacrifice. 
They rekindle sparks of hope and strength in the hearts of weary pilgrims toiling up some personal Calvary. And they 
prove again and again to financially-burdened pastors that the mites of the many frequently equal the beneficences 
of the few. Vigil Lights available in tapered or straight designs ranging in burning time from 2 to 24 hours. 


Made exclusively by Will & Baumer, 

Vigil Light is a registered trade name 
See your Will & Baumer representative or Church Goods Dealer 
WILL & BAUMER CANDLE CoO., INC. 


SYRACUSE, NEW YORK EST. 1855 " ‘ 
LOS ANGELES MONTREAL BY APPOINTMENT 








